INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 8 (SEATTLE) 


HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
EIGHTY-THIRD CONGRESS 


JUNE 19, 1954 


l’rinted for the use of the Committee on Un-American Activities 


INCLUDING INDEX 


MICH. 
1954 
‘VY LIBRARY, 


UNIV. OF 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


WASHINGTON : 1954 








‘ 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
HAROLD H. VELDE, Illinois, Chairman 
BERNARD W. KEARNPY, New York FRANCIS B. WALTER, Pennsylvania 
DONALD L. JACKSON, California MORGAN M. MOULDER, Missouri 
KIT CLARDY, Michigan CLYDE DOYLE, California 
GORDON H. SCHERER, Ohio JAMES B. FRAZIER, Jr., Tennessee 
Ropert L. KuNnziG, Counsel 
FRANK S. TAVENNER, Jr., Counsel 
THOMAS W. BEALE, Sr., Chief Clerk 
RAPHAEL I, Nixon, Director of Research 
COURTNEY E. OWENS, Chief Investigator 
II 
. 
‘ 





“Y 











June 19, 


CONTENTS 


1954 


Testimony of 


Johsel Namkung 

Ralph George Davis x 
Victor Case 

Elmer Strom 

Hildur Josephine Hughes 
Stanlev O Iverson 
Melvin Ludington 
William Carl Shifferl, 
Algot Starr 

Verl F. Hemeke 

Charles Elmer Thrasher 
William Kk. Dobbins 
George Russell 

Wayne Paschal 

Harry Crumbaker 

John Caughlan 


Statement of Alfred J. Schweppe 
Testimony of 


Index 


John Caughlan (resumed 
Karley Larsen 

Merwin L. Cole 

Nels Spencer Ekroth 
Laura Wilkins 

Carl Backlund 


II! 


Page 
6511 
6513 
6515 
6516 
6524 
6526 
6529 
6530 
6533 
6536 
6540 
6541 
6543 
6544 
6546 
6561 
6562 


6565 
6578 
6591 
6592 
6594 
6595 

i 











2 


as 


ee, 


oF 


wert 


LOO IR, Nye 


eens 


Pusuic Law 601, 791TH Concress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
* + 7. a * * . 
RULE X 
SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* - + * * > . 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* ” 7 * + + + 


Rote XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* 2 * * + * * 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a dumestic¢ origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
Sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 


vress, the following standing committees: 
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(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
* ~ * * * * * 
RvuI XI 
POWERS A ) DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * © + & 
17. Ce ittee on Un-American Activities i 
I American activities ‘ 
» Committee on Un-America Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- x 
ter nd objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
ttacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
n any necessary remedial legislation 
The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- e 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 
For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has * 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance : 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member 
VI 
4 


Por 





eee 


[INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 8 (SEATTLE) 


_ 


SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 1954 


Untrep Srares Housst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Seattle, Wash. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, 
Seattle, Wash., Hon. Donald L. Jackson (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives Donald L. Jackson 

and (¢ ‘Ivde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator: and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for 
the clerk. 

Mr. J Ac KSON. The committee will be in order. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, si 

Mr. Jackson. Call your first witness. 

And let the record show that a quorum of the subcommittee ap- 
pointed by the chairman, Mr. Velde, is present at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Johsel Namkung. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHSEL NAMKUNG, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
KENNETH A. MacDONALD 


Mr. Jackson. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so he Ip me God ? 

Mr. Namx«une. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. NamKuna. My name is Johsel Namkung, J-o-h-s-e-] N-a-m- 
k-u-n-g. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Namx«una. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. MacDonaip. My name is Kenneth A. MacDonald of Seattle, a 
member of the Seattle Bar Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Namkung? 

Mr. Namkwuna. I was born on April 24, 1919, in Kwang Ju, Korea. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acitizen of Korea ? 
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Mr. Namxune. I don’t know, sir. I regard myself as stateless at 
the moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are not a naturalized American citizen, are 
you ¢ 

Mr. NamKuna. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand that there is pending in court a de- 
portation proceeding involving you ¢ 

Mr. NamxKune. That is right, sir. 

“ Tavenner. I am not going to ask you any questions which 
might have anything to do with that proceeding or evidence in regard 
to it, as the matter is now pending in court. 

Mr. NAMKUNG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. However, I do desire to hand you and have you 
examine a document which was introduced in evidence yesterday as 
Sunoo Exhibit No. 1 

(Witness examines document. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you see your name alluded to in the first para- 
oraph ? 

Mr. Namkuna. Yes, I do, sit 

Mr. TAvENNI r. It was testified here that the document which you 
jiave in your hands, that is, the original in the Korean text, was given 
to you for delive ry by you to the underground in South Korea so that 
it in turn might be delivered through underground sources to the 
Prime Minister of North Korea. 

Mr. Namxkune. That is correct, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. —— wNER. Did that occur? 

Mr. Namkunc. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the document sufficiently to de- 
termine whether or not it is an English translation of the document 
which was delivered to you? 

Mr. NaMxKt NG. Mr. Tavenner, I think I have seen this document 
once before, 2 or 3 years ago, and I think it is the same document, and 
I cannot determine whether it is an exact correct translation of the 
original Korean document, but I think it relates the substantial con- 
tents of the original letter. 

Mr. Tavenner. In any event, the orginal document was delivered 
to you é 

Mr. Nawkune. That is rig it, Sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who delivered it to you ? 

Mr. Nam«una. Sir, I would like to Ba on that a little bit. 

Reverend Lee gave me a name of a medical doctor, who was sup- 
posed to be working with South Korean Government in public health 
department. I don’t remember his name anymore. However, he 
gave me—jotted that name down on a slip of paper and gave it to me, 
telling me that “If you go to South are go and drop in at the pub- 
lic health department and ask for this person”—there would be doc- 
tor by name of this name. And i went there—I mean the public 
health department. I asked at the information desk whether there 
Was 2 doc bor by that name working 3 that time. The receptionist told 
me that he didn’t know any person by that name. So I had known 
several friends—musicians, writers, poets, painters, and all those peo- 
ple of that category who were known to be leftwing—leftwing per- 
sons—and I came across a person by the name of Kim Kong Sok and 
I asked him in a roundabout way whether he had any access to under- 
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ground personnel so that I could deliver a letter addressed to the 
Premier of Northern Korean Government, and he said he certainly 
had, so I handed it to him. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was the manner in which you disposed of 
the document ? 

Mr. Nam«une. That is right, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you Snow, “of your own personal knowledge, 
whether or not the document was delivered to the Prime Minister of 
North Korea ? 

Mr. Namxkuna. No, sir. I was SUPpos ed to get the reply of this 
letter through the same channel, and during my stay in South Korea 
for 4 months, I hi ave seen several times this person Kim Kong Sok 
and inquired of him of the reply and he repeatedly told me that he 
has transmitted the letter but has never received any reply. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I am justified i in stating to 
the committee that the original text of this document was procured 
through North Korean sources. 

I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you for your testimony. 

If there is nothing further, the witness will be excused from fur- 
ther attendance under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

(At this point, further testimony of Barbara Hartle was heard 
which is printed in pt. 3 of this series.) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr Tavenner. Mr. Ralph George Davis. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you stand and be sworn, sir? 

In the testimony your are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Davis. I do. 
Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 
Mr. TavenNER. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF RALPH GEORGE DAVIS 


Mr. Davis. Ralph Davis. 

Mr. Tavener. Mr. Davis, I believe, in response to the invitation 
which the chairman announced at this hearing, as he announces at 
all hearings, namely, that any person whose name has been men- 
tioned adversely in the course of the testimony is invited to appear 
here and make a denial of those matters or admit them or make an 
explanation of them, you are appearing here? 

Mr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I believe you have gotten in touch with the commit- 
tee and advised that your name had been mentioned and that you 
had been identified by Mrs. Barbara Hartle. 

Mr. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. As having been a member of the Communist Party. 
And you desired to appear here, is that correct ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, that is right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you just state to the chairman 
what you have to say on the subject ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I joined the Communist Party in 1943 and broke 
with them in 1948, but although I want to make it clear that I was 
contacted a little until 1950, when I was working with a contractor, 
and he contacted me on the pressure of working with him. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. What was the nature of that contact ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, it was at work, and during the day, the course 
of the work, he was talking about one meeting that I went to way out 
in Berrian Heights somewhere—lI don’t know exactly where it was— 
and he picked me up from work and took me out to this meeting; 
and from there on I had no more contacts with the party—which I 
told him that I didn’t want to go to any other meeting at all. 

Mr. Tavenner. This was your employer who took you to the Com- 
munist Party meeting? 

Mr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was the last one that you have attended ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. And he told me, he said, “That is be- 
tween you and your God.” So I had no more connections with them. 
And I have prayed over the thing and I never did mean to do any- 
thing subversive to this country at all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do I understand that your employer was a mem- 
ber of this group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Thatisright. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you should give the committee his name. 

Mr. Davis. His name is Ed Friel. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. He also has been identified by Mrs. Hartle as hav- 
Ing been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was this? 

Mr. Davis. That I was in? 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was this that he took you to this last 
meeting ¢ 

Mr. Davis That was in 1950, to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Other than that, you have had no connection with 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Davis. No, sir; Ihave not. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not participated in any other Commu- 
nist projects ¢ 

Mr. Davis. No, not anywhere whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have no present knowledge of Commu- 
nist Party activities? 

Mr. Davis. No, I haven't, sir. 

Mr. TavenneER. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyie. What was the nature of your work or the business of 
your employer ¢ 

Mr. Davis. Painter. Painting contractor. 

Mr. Doyte. How many men, in addition to yourself, did he 
employ ? 

Mr. Davis. I would say about 4 or 5. 

Mr. Doytx. To your personal knowledge, did he take any of the 
other employees of his to the Communist Party meeting? 
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Mr. Davis. No, he didn’t, because prior to that I was recruited in 
the party through him, and another fellow worker who was men- 
tioned here at the hearing as Ray Campbell. 

Mr. Doytr. Then when Mrs. Hartle identified you in her testi- 
mony, it is another case—as in all cases we have found so far her 
testimony to be correct ? 

Mr. Davis. Quite correct. 

Mr. Doyie. Thank you very much. We want to compliment you 
en coming forward and making this helpful statement. 

(Witness was excused.) 

(At this point Mr. Jackson left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Doyir. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Victor Case, will you come forward, please? 

Mr. Doyir. Please raise your right hand. 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Mr. Caspr. I do. 

Mr. Doytx. Be seated then, please. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 


TESTIMONY OF VICTOR CASE 


Mr. Case. Victor Case. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you appearing here pursuant to a subpena 
se rved on you, or 1s this a volunts ary appearance e¢ 

Mr. Case. I am here voluntarily. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the invitation of the chairman of this 
committee, extended to every citizen whose name had been adversely 
referred to during the course of these hearings, as being entitled to 
appear ¢ 

Mr. Casr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And is that the reason you are appearing ? 

Mrs. Casr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe Mrs. Barbara Hartle identified you as 
having been a member of the Communist Party, is that correct ? 

Mr. Case. She did. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Please proceed with whatever you desire to say to 
the committee on the subject. 

Mr. Case. I came here in order to make it perfectly clear that my 
association with the party was a brief one and a long time ago, during 
the academic year of 1946 and 1947. Since then I have de parted ideo- 
logically and in every other way from the Communist Party, and when 
this testimony was given by Mrs. Hartle I appeared to cooperate with 
the committee and explain myself. 

Mr. TavennerR. Have you determined to oppose communism in the 
future to the best of your ability ? 

Mr. Casr. Yes; I have. My work is of a completely nonpolitical 
sort and my interest in politics has always been of a sort of bookish 
kind, anyway. I have never been active in any practicing politics, 
but to the same extent and in the same way that I used to defend the 
Communist point of view I now attempt to expose its fallacies. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, there is no more effective way to combat it 
than that. 
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Mr. Casr. I believe so. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. What was the period of your membership? 

Mr. Case. I believe it was a period not exceeding 1 year, and it was 
during that school year of 1946 and 1947. 

Mr. Taverner. Was that a group of the Communist Party at some 
educational institution ? 

Mr. Casr. At the University of Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Having made this voluntary appearance here and 
frankly told the committee the facts, I assume that you are willing 
to talk to investigators at some future time regarding any matter they 
may desire to inquire about of you? 

Mr. Case. Yes; Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions at this time. 

Mr. Doyte. I desire to compliment you, Mr. Case, on behalf of the 
ccmmittee, upon coming forward as you have. 

What is your age, Mr. Case ? 

Mr. Case. Thirty-three. 

Mr. Dorie. Are youa man of family ? 

Mr. ¢ sae. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Dorie. Good luck to you and best wishes. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Case, I might add my congratulations to what 
Mr. Doyle has said. I believe I conversed with you first when you came 
in voluntarily to the hearing. I believe that you have made a very 
wise decision and a decision which many others might well make. 

With that you are excused from further attendance at this time. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Jackson, At this time the committee will stand in recess until 
10: 45. 

(Whereupon, at 10:50 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:45 a.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 10:45 a. m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show that a quorum of the subcommittee is present. 

You may call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Elmer Strom. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, 
please ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Srrom. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Elmer Strom ? 


TESTIMONY OF ELMER STROM, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
WAYNE BOOTH 


Mr. Srrom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please ? 

Mr. Strom. S-t-r-o-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Strom. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. Boorn. I am Wayne Booth, vice president of the Seattle Bar 
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Association. I am appearing here under appointment to represent 
Mr. Strom, appointment being made by Michael Copass, president of 
the Seattle Bar Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Strom ? 

Mr. Strom. I was born in Carnation, Wash., the last of 1905. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Srrom, I work for the City of Seattle Fire Department. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in the city of Seattle? 

Mr. Srrom. About 34 years. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And you say you now work for the City of Seattle 
Fire Department ? 

Mr. Strom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is the nature of your employment ? 

Mr. Strom. Iam ¢ aptain ofa fire company. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you worked for the city of Seattle ? 

Mr. Strom. ‘l'wenty-five years. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you held the rank of captain in the 
Fire Department of the City of Seattle ¢ 

Mr. Srrom. Nine years. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you a member of a local or national union 
which is organized within the fire department ? 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Srrom. | am, sir. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. What is the designation of the union ? 

Mr. Srrom. International Association of Firefighters of Seattle, 
Local Zi 

Mr. Tavenner. What area does that local cover / 

Mr. Strom. 7] he city of Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now hold any position in the national or 
ganization of that union ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Strom. No, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you hold any position in the local union ? 

Mr. Srrom. Yes,sir. Iam vice president. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been vice president ? 

Mr. Strom. ‘Iwo years. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Is there any United States Government property, 
such as a base of any character under the Army or the Navy or any 


l l 1 


other Government branch, which comes within the area 1 Wil 


local 27 operates ? 

Mr. Srrom. Well, anything that would be within Seattle would be 
in that same district that the local operates 1n. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. Asa captain ot the fire department and as an official, 
vice president, I believe you said, of your local, you have access to 
those properties, of course, in the performance of your duties, do you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Srrom. Well, in performance of the duties—I just don’t know 
what tosay. I presume that would be true, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strom, do you know of Communist Party ac- 
tivities within local 27 ? 

Mr. Strom. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Are you at the present time a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Srrom. No, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you required in 1951, under the provisions 
of the Subversive Act of the State Legislature of Washington to sign 
a statement virtually in the nature of a non-Communist sts tatement ? 

Mr. Srrom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you sign it? 

Mr. Srrom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Srrom. Sir, I am advised by counsel that answers to prelimi- 
nary questions may lead to matters which would tend to incriminate 
me and under the Constitution I must, with all due respect to the func- 
tions of this committee, decline to answer this question under my im- 
munity under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain that I understand you correctly. 
You state that you are not a member of the Communist Party now. 
What is the difference in denying Communist Party membe rship now 
and denying it on June 20, 1951 ? 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Tavenner. If you, in fact, were not a member of the Communist 
Party at that time? 

Mr. Strom. That question calls for a legal interpretation of just 
how far back the questioning might go. 

Mr. Tavenner. How far back it might go? Well, the question is: 
What was the situation on June 20, 1951 ? 

(At ft S point Mr. strom conferred with Mr. Booth. ) 

Mr. Srrom. I must decline to answer this question on the erounds 
and for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. TavenNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party yes- 
terday ¢ 

Mr. Strom. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You will not answer as to yesterday ? 

Mr. Strom. I will not answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What istoday? Saturday? 

Mr. Strom. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You will not answer as to whether or not you were a 
member of the Communist Party on Friday then ? 

At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. STROM. | must decli e to answer this on these erounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. But on Saturday you are not a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Srrom. Same answer holds true. 

Mr. Jackson. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
vou entered this hearing room 4 

Mr. Strom. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
vou got up this morning ? 

* (Atthis point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Srrom. No, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Commmnist Party when 
vou we t to bed 1: a 
Mr. Strom. I dec li o answer this que stion on the erounds of the 
previous stateme 
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Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document, the heading of which is 
“City of Seattle, State of Washington,” statement of a fire department 
captain, bearing date of June 20, 1951. Will you examine it, please, 
and state whether or not the signature of the statement is your 
signature ? 

(Witness examines document.) 

Mr. Strom. What is the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the signature to the document 
and state whether or not is your signature ? 

Mr. Strom. It is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having signed the statement ? 

Mr. Srrom. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have it, please, sir? 

I desire to introduce the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Strom Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is a statement given by you pursuant to the 
provisions of the Subversive Activities Act of 1951 ot the State of 
Washington, is it not ? 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Strom. To my knowledge, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Among the statements contained therein is this 
provision : 

I hereby certify that I have read the provisions of section 14, chapter 254, Laws 
of 1951 of the State of Washington quoted above, that I understand and I am 


familiar with the contents thereof and that I am not a subversive person as 


therein defined 


(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 
Mr. Tavenner. And the act which is quoted in this statement pro 
vides that it is applicable to a person who is a member of a subversive 
organization. 

Were vou a member of a subversive organization when you signed 
this document on June 20, 1951 ? 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Strom. I would invoke the fifth amendment on that question. 

(At this point Mr. Booth conferred with Mr. Strom.) 

Mr. Strom. But if you will ask me as to whether it was true at that 
time, I will answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have asked you whether or not you were a member 
of the Communist Party on June 20, 1951, and I will be very glad to 
ask itagain. Were you? 

(At this point Mr. Booth conferred with Mr. Strom. ) 

Mr. Srrom. I am advised that the way the question is framed if I 
would answer that I would waive my immunity, on advice of counsel, 
although there is a wide field in which I feel free to testify. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, can you think of any way you would like 
for me to ask you the same question in a manner in which you could 
answer whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party 
on June 20, 1951? If you can, I will be very glad to accommodate 
you. 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. Srrom. I decline to answer that question on the grounds and 
for the reason as previously stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you think of any way in which I can ask that 
question so that you can answer? I have been trying to ask these 
questions in a way witnesses will answer them and if you have the 
answer to that I sige be glad to have it. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Doyle 

Mr. Doyte. May I suggest that perhaps the committee might even 
be willing to let the witness volunteer and tell us what the fact is as 


to whet her or not he was a Mme mber of the Communist Party on June 
90, 1951 ? 

What is your voluntary statement ? 

And may | suggest to counsel that that is not in response to any 
que ( i ul Is Just INVit ng you to volunteer what the truth is. 

(At thi pol int Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 

Mr. TavI NNER. Mr. Chairman, I will withdraw my question and 
ask the witness just to explain his Communist Party activities, if he 
had any. 

Mr. Dorie. Excuse me for interfering with the question of counsel, 


but as long as the witness objects to answering the question, I submit 
that we are inviting him to tell the truth on that question or to tell 
the { without it bel Go in answer to any question 

Mr. Jackson. Preliminary to that, may the Chair make a brief state- 
ment ¢ 


I assume that the witness, Captain Strom, has taken into considera- 
tion the like ly consequences of the position that he is taking here ioday. 
There may well be in the balance a very long and faithful service to 
the city of Seattle. 

As Chairman Velde said the other day, it is not the desire nor the 
vish nor the policy of this committee to attempt to entrap anyone 
into making any statement which might in any way incriminate them. 
We are attempting to the best of our abili Ity to nan the facts 
respecting Communist Party activity in this area; and, as the chair- 
day—and I want to stress it very mi at the 
present time, because I think it is very important to you, sir—that 
' 


no witness who has ever app vared before this committee, to the best 


man said the other 


of my knowledge, and who has told the truth openly, frankly, and 
comple tely, has ever bee prosecuted by this committee. It does us 
absolutely no good to send anyone to jail; we learn nothing, the Amer- 
ican people learn nothing. Our primary, fundamental and only in- 


terest is in finding out the facts as they eX] ist in any o1N fen locality. 


And, as I say, I am sure that you have weighed all the factors in 
the ca e, t] at you have t vk Ito Col sideration then ratte r of you rown 
career; but, before the final die is cast, and before you have irrevocably 
taken a step which may, in the final analysis, be a disastrous one, I 


think that you should realize the fact that we are not here to prosecute; 
we are he pigeon information. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You see, in the position of a fire captain in the fire 
department in a city of any size, especially a city the size of Seattle, it 
is an important matter—i the Communal Party has any direction and 
control of that inflivideal, if that individual is subject to the discipline 
of the Communist Party. 
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Now we want to know whether or not you were subject to the dis- 
cipline of the Communist Party on June 20, 1951, when you gave this 
statement ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Booth conferred with Mr. Strom.) 

Mr. Srrom. If I could preserve my immunity as of that date and 
not have to answer—I could answer it as of that date, but 1f I answer— 
but if I answered as of then, as of this particular date, what is to 
prevent you or, as I fully expect you will ask, to come to some other 
date ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I will, until I get the facts. 

Mr. Strom. Then I must decline on the grounds as previously tated. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you answered as of today. 

Mr. Strom. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you are unwilling to answer as to June 20, 1951? 

Mr. Srrom. For the same reason. 

Mr. Dorner. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show at this 
point that in the Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, 
pu lished by authority of this committee, it shows at page tl thereof, 
under “Communist Party, USA, 1930 to 1944, 1945 to date . cited a 
subversive organization which seeks to alter form of government of 
the United States by unconstitutional means—Attorney General Tom 
Clark, letter to Loyalty Review Board released December 4, 1947 and 
Septeml er 1, 1948. 


Che Communist Party of the United States of America from the time of its iz 
ception in 1919 to the present time is ar nization t t believes in, advises, 
advocates, and tea es the overthrow by for and violence of the Government 


of the United States. 
Attorney General Francis Biddle—Opinion on the case of Harry 
Bi idges, May 28, 1942— 

The Communist Party is actually functioning as a border patrol on American 
shores for a foreign government, the Soviet Union 

Special Committee on Un-American Activities Report, January 3 
1940, page 4 


> 


An organization operating under centralized discipline, subordinated to com- 
mune with Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Its basic aim, whether open 
or concealed, is the abolition of our present economic system and democratie 
form of government and of the establishment of a Soviet dictatorship in its 
place—an organization resorting to deception, evasion, illegal methods, violence, 


civil war, methods implicit in its revolutionary purpose. 


Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities. Report No. 
209, April 1, 1947, page 1 of Report No. 1920, May 11, 1948— 


Communist Party is a small compact group of professional revolutionists. The 


overall strategy of the Communist Party is designed to bring about the destruc- 


tion of all democratic governments. 


I felt it appropriate to read that at this point, Mr. Chairman, in 
view of the fact that this gentleman signed this statement on June 20, 
1951, about 6 or 7 years alter these facts became a matter of p iblic 
kk iowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

Continue, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not know whether the witness has declined to 
answer the question or not. 

(At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth.) 


48069—54—pt. 8-———-2 








6522 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Strom. What is the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. As I remember it, the question that I asked, which 
you hs ive not answere ven was whether or not on June 20, 1951, you were 

subject to the disc ipline of the Communist Party ¢ 

(Atth Ls point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth. ) 

Mr. Srrom. I must decline on the grounds as pre viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of her testimony, Mrs. Barbara 
Hartle identified you as a person known to her to have been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. Was she truthful and correct in that 
identification of you 4 

Mr. Srrom. I must decline to answer on the grounds and for the 
reasons previously stated, 

Mr. Tavenner. You are acquainted with Barbara Hartle; are you 
not ? 

Mr. Srrom. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

At this poll [ Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth. ) 
Mr. Strom. I must answer on the same grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 


Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 


Mr. Doyue. Captain, did you resign from the Communist Party 
At this point Mr. Strom conferred with Mr. Booth 


gr. You said you are not a member of the Communist Party 


same reason, 


Mr. Dorie. You understand, I think, as a matter of law, that you 


Ll rely on your distinguishes counsel, but I am sure that the law 

} f t you must decline: there 1s no “must” about it. I want to 

ce that clear. [t . matte { your owl volition and « hoice. 

If I am not correct there, counsel, would you please make it clear 
to him that you think I am in error when I make that statement ? 

At this point Mi Boot h conferred with Mr. Strom.) 

Mr. Doyur. It is not . matter of compuls yn. 

Mr. Srrom. I recognize it my own decision, but the time factor 
san element here, too. 

Mr. Doytr. Now while I recognize that there is no inference, as I 


inderstand the inw, that vou are culty oft any erime by reason of the 
fact that vou do } ead the fifth amendet Rie [ say to you that | think 
t ! ord ows t] it 11 po ble that vou were a mer er of the Com- 
) Party at the time you signed this de east mam Tunes 2. 1951, 
uthough I am not drawing any inference, you understand. 
But I want to say this to you, sir: I just cannot conceive of a man 
ho is captain of a fire department of one of our major cities going so 
‘ar underground and contrary to the American form of government 
to join the Communist Party. 
Now why don’t you do what Mr. Dennett did—the man who sat 
efore us here with his knitting? We are only going to be here until 
late today. Why don’t you reconsider your position as an American 
itizen and a distinguished officer of the fire department of this city ? 
[If you were a member of the Communist Party, even though the 
tenets of the Communist Party are revolutionary, I am going to as- 
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sume for the purpose of this invitation that you were never a hard- 
core Communist, that you were never a revolutionist in intent. I 
cannot conceive of you as being a revolutionist in intent, although 
you were certs ainly ame »mber of ths it outfit. 

Now if you were not a revolutionist in intent, before you are an hour 
older or 2 hours older, why don’t you reconsider your position and 
come clean and help your United States Government and gtaoy. to 
know the extent to which the Communist Party infiltrated the Fire 
Department of the City of Seattle? Why don’t you do that? Isn’t 
that your patriotic duty as an American citizen? Why don’t you 
take a couple of hours recess, if you need it, and come ¢ lean and help 
your city that has supported you all these years?) You have educated 
your family through tax money. Why don’t you help your city to 
understand the extent to which it has been endangered ? 

As our counsel has said, it is a terrible thing for it to be a fact, if it 
s, that even one captain of the fire department is under the domination 
of the Communist Party in Seattle. Think of the possibilities. You, 

ir, I take it, control the whole policy of a branch fire department sta- 
tion, if not the central station itself, under the chief. 

And if you were a member of the Communist Party, you took the line 
of the Communist Party or you didn’t stay in—we know that. 

Now I am giving you an invitation to take an hour or two recess and 
think it over. I won’t rest comfortably nor will any other member 
of this committee or resident of Seattle rest comfortable until we 
know whether or not you are still a member of the Communist Party— 
because if you are not tod: ay and you were yeste rd: ay, how can we be- 
lieve your testimony? I don’t understand how you expect us to be- 
lieve it under the circumstances. 

[ appreciate your listening tome. I realize that you can’t talk back, 
but think it over. I cannot help but think that I am addressing a pos- 
sible Communist. If you are not, why don’t you disabuse my mind of 
that fact ? 

Thank you very much for letting me talk to you. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. [have nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. I want to concur fully in what has been said by Mr. 
Doyle. I shall not labor the matter any further except to say that from 
time to time the members of this committee have a very real feeling of 
regret when an individual in your position takes his career, weighs 
it in the scale of his mind, and decides that he is going to decline to 
assist the committee. 

I, too, hope that you will give this matter further consideration, 
bearing in mind what Mr. Velde said the other day about full, frank, 
and open discussion and the attitude of this committee relative to pros- 
scution., 

If there is nothing further, the witness is excused from further at- 
tendance under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Jackson. Will vou call your next witness, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Hildur Josephine Hughes, will you come forward, 
please ? 

Mr. Jackson. In the testimony that you are about to give before 
this subeommittee, « lo you sole mnly swear that you will te l] the truth, 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. so help you God? 


¢ 
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Mrs. Hucues. I do. 


Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF HILDUR JOSEPHINE HUGHES, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mrs. Hucues. First of all, I want to say that on the first day of the 
heari vs Mr. Doyle made t statement: That this committee was not 
like the Dies committee because there was a book of rules and in this 
book of rules a witness could have counsel. 

Now it so happens that my right of counsel has been jeopardized, 
bi cau \ counsel has been stlomat ized by this committee, SO I do not 
feel that I have full com i. 

Mr. Jackson. 7] he Cha ry il] Say that the nature of the advice that 
you will receive from your counsel is unquestionably the same advice 
that you would have received had he not been subpenaed. 

Please be seated. 

Mr. Cavuecuian. May I comment on that, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. No. Iamsorry. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. Hueues. Before I answer that question, I just want to make 
the observation that it was Mr. Harold Velde of this—— 

Mr. Tavenner. May I interrupt? 

Mrs. Hucues. Of this committee who issued the subpena—— 

Mr. Jackson. Order, please. 

The witness will remain in order and please wait for questions to 
be asked. and ple ise | e respol! Sive tothem. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would suggest that the witness be directed to 
answer the question. 

Mr. J ACKSON, What is the per di 1@ que stion ? 

Mr. TavENNER. Tostate her name. 

Mrs. Hucues. Iam going to answer it. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Then will you answer it first ? 

Mrs. Hueues. Hildur Josephine Hughes, and I wanted to observe 
that it was Mr. Harold Velde who issued the subpena to former 
President Harry S. Truman. 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought that. 

Mr. Jackson. That, of course, is precisely what we expected to hear. 
The - bper “1 to former President Trumat has nothi a to do 
with the subpena issued to you. If you will confine yourself as closely 
as possible to answering the questions that are asked, we could expedite 
t| 


L 1SSu 


Mr. Tavenner. You are accompanied by counsel, are you not? 

Mrs. Huenes. Mr. John Caughlan is my counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Caveutan. Before I do so, the stenographer has requested that 
Mrs. Hughes spell her name, and I think it would be a good idea for 
her to do so. 

Mrs. Hueues. H-i-]-d-u-r Josephine H-u-g-h-e-s. 

Mr. Caventan. I am John Caughlan of the Seattle Bar. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where do you reside? Is it Miss or Mrs. Hughes? 

Mrs. Huaues. Mrs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside, Mrs. Hughes? 
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Mrs. Hucues. Well—TI reside in Seattle. 

Mr. TavENNER. How long have you lived in Seattle? 

Mrs. Hueues. I want to first of all state that I have been disturbed 
by the general tenor—— 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that the answer is not 
responsive to the question ? 

Mr. Jackson. It is quite obvious that it is not responsive. 

Will you please answer the question? Then if sny explanation 
is needed as to why you are so answering, you will get an opportunity 
to give it. 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Mrs. Hughes.) 

Mrs. Hucues. What was the question ? 

Mr. TAavenNER. Read the quest ion. 

(Question was read.) 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan again conferred with Mrs. Hughes.) 

Mrs. Hucues. Well, it is approximately 30 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state your present occupation ? 

Mrs. Hucues. Well, on that one I am going to go back to the Con- 
stitution, article [IX— 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by the people, 
and if one is to be silent, to be a witness before this committee, it 
jeopardizes your position, so I will also invoke the preamble to the 
Constitution, which says, 

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility-—— 

Mr. Jackson. The witness will suspend. The preamble to the Con- 
stitution is not a legal reason for declining to ina the question. 

Mrs. Hucues. Then—— 

Mr. Jackson. Will the witness be good enough to proceed to the 
legal reasons she intends to advance ? 

(At: this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Mrs. Hughes.) 

Mr. TavenNner. Mr. Chairman, may I be permitted to withdraw 
the question ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. The question will be withdrawn. 

Mr, Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Hucues. I wish to invoke article LX. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you refuse to answer the question? 

Mrs. Hucues. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of 
the first amendment, and I think that article is known to most 
people— 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro- 

hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Gov- 
ernment for a redress of grievances. 
And again article LX, the right to be silent. And I just want to com- 
ment on that: that our whole idea of secret balloting is based on the 
right to be silent, because if you go into a booth and vote and every- 
body knows how you have voted, it might happen that if you voted 
for a Democrat you might be fired by a Republican boss. The right 
to be silent is a basic fundamental right. 
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And then I invoke the fifth amendment, under the section regarding 
due process of law and that I do not have to be a witness concerning 
my self. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored to give this wit 
ness the privilege, as we i as the right, to answer or to comment upon 
testimony which was introduced at this hearing which has affected 
her, but in light of her apparent attitude about it I do not desire 
to ask any further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused from further attendance under the subpena # 

Mr. TavenneER. No, sir 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call the next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Stanley QO. Iverson. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

[r. Iv rson. Mr. Jackson, [havea question about the rules of pro 
cedure of this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? Then 


ou be qualified. 

Mr. Iverson. I am asking a question, not making a statement. 

Mr. Jackson. What is the question 

Mr. Iverson. The questio nvolves the rules of procedure of this 
col itte 

On Monday morning, when I came down to find out what was being 


] 


said against me, I was excluded from this chamber, although you had 
evidently eee out passes to a num ber of su ip porters of yours, to a 


num eee who supported ; vou I unde rstand that they were 
screened < Mr iwe 1] 

Now I want i ite why I wasn’t permitted to hear what was 
being said ¢ th on that day? 

Mr. Jackson. You will be informed by counsel of the nature of the 


testin ony. Meanw hile , you are present in the hearing room in answer 
to a subpena. It is not the intention of the Chair to make any ex 
planation whatsoever to you, sir, as to the conduct of this committee 

Will you raise your right hand and be sworn now ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the trutl 1, So help 3 you God? 

Mr. Iverson. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF STANLEY 0. IVERSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mr. Iverson. I shall answer that question as I shall answer each 
and every question of this committee—this McCarthyite committee— 
under protest. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, your protest is noted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you proceed to answer the question ? 
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Mr. Iverson. My name is Stanley O. Iverson, I-v-e-r-s-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. I note that you are accompanied by the same coun- 
sel who accompanied the preceding witness. 

Mr. Iverson, when and where were you born ? 

Mr. Iverson. I thought you asked me a question. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I made a statement. 

Mr. Iverson. You made a statement; you don’t care to ask questions 
now ? 

Mr. TavenneER. The question is when and where were you born ‘ 

Mr. Iverson. I was born in Missoula, Mont., 1927 

Mr. TaAveNNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Iverson. I protest that question because, as you very well 
know, there have been innumerable instances of organized hoodlum- 
ism in this city, directed against persons who appeared before this 
committee. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Well, do you live in the city of Seattle? 

Mr. Iverson. I live in the city of Seattle. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How long have you lived in Seattle? 

Mr. Iverson. Since, roughly, about the middle part of 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to that? 

Mr. ly ERSON. I lived in Spok: une, Wash. 

Mr. TAvENNER. How long were you a resident of Spokane ? 

Mr. Iverson. It seems to me that I came to Spokane in either th 
early part of 1947 or the latter part of 1946. I am not quite clear as 
to the exact date. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were living in Spokane, were yo 
member of the Communist Part vy! 


ia 


Mr. Iverson. Now you very well know that that question is a ques 
tion which involves political belief, that that is a question which in 
volves conscience, that it involves questions of mind, questions of 
thought, questions of affiliati aa th: atitisa question nino h is akin to 
those questions which were asked in England and in other parts of 
Europe in religious matters, in matters of politics—that this is a ques 
tion which the star chamber and the inquisition asked—in effect, “Are 
you a mmeber of a nonconformist group or are you a heretic ?”—and 
I am going to decline to answer that question on the basis of the ninth 
article of the Bill of Rights, which says that the rights which are 
enumerated are not limited to just those which are enumerated and 
that the enumeration of those rights is not intended to disparage other 
rights held by the people. 

I am going to refuse to answer that question on the basis of the tenth 
article of the Bill of Rights, the article which provides that certai 
powers are retained by the States and by the people, and I am going 
to refuse to answer that question on the basis of the first article of the 
Bill of Rights, that article which provides that there shall be freedom 
of speech, the freedom to assemble, the freedom to print—freedom of 
the press, in other words—freedom of religion; and I infer from the 
fact that it guarantees freedom of speech that it also guarantees the 
inferred corollary—the right to freedom of silence. 

This committee, in asking that question, is very definitely striking 
at the right to speak, for it is saying, in effect, that there will be penal- 
ties. As I know, and as many other people know, men have already 
been fired from their jobs simply on the basis of receiving a sub- 
pena—— 
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Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Iverson. Before they ever appeared. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness will suspend for a moment. 

Mr. Doyur. I think we have given you plenty of freedom of speech 
to pronounce your prepared tirade. 

I call for order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Yes. 

Mr. Iverson. Will you permit me to develop my legal reasons? 

Mr. Dorr. Give them. 

Mr. Iverson. I am developing them. 

Mr. Doyir. You don’t know how to build then. 

Give your legal reasons and stop your tirade. 

Mr. Jackson. It would be very much appreciated by the Chair if 
the witness would give his legal reasons. It isn’t necessary to read 
all of the Bill of Rights in order to secure the protection of that Bill 
of Rights. 

Mr. Iverson. Mr. Jackson, I am going to have just as much con- 
sideration for this committee as this committee has consideration for 
me. 

Mr. Jackson. This committee will show you every courtesy which 
you show this committee. It has been extremely patient with you and 
with other unfriendly witnesses. However, let me make it clear that 
unless you proceed to invoke the constitutional rights within the next 
several minutes, the Chair intends to dismiss you from further at- 
tendance on the committee. 

Mr. Iverson. Now, Mr. Jackson, I am going to develop my legal 
reasons in detail because, as you very well know, whether this com- 
mittee is interested in those reasons or not, if this becomes a matter 
that gvoes into the courts of this land, the proper expression of those 
legal reasons will be extremely important. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Iverson. I do not intend to be gagged by you, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please move to the reasons as quickly as 
possible ? 

Mr. Iverson. Now Mr. Doyle, the person from California, has given 
a very interesting account of the fifth amendment. Mr. Doyle has said 
that the use of the fifth amendment does not involve any connotation 
at all, that it does not mean that a person is guilty, and in this he seems 
to contradict some of his own statements and the statements or infer- 
ences or innuendos of other members of your committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Jackson. Unless the witness proceeds immediately to give the 
constitutional grounds upon which he is taking his stand, it is the 
intention of the Chair to have him removed from the hearing room. 

Mr. Iverson. I am endeavoring, over the harassment of this com- 
mittee, to state those erounds. 

Mr. J ACKSON,. The committee is also sometimes harassed but we do 
not intend to be harassed any longer. Proceed to the statement of your 
constitutional reasons without any further speeches. 

Mr. Iverson. Now I invoke those parts of the fifth article of the Bill 
of Rights which historically have been used and were originated for 
the purpose of defending people from this type of McCarthyite inqui- 
sition, although they didn’t call it “McCarthyite” when it was origi- 
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nated—and I am going to refer to the right not to bear witness against 
oneself. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel, with your questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it is quite obvious that it would be a 
waste of time to inquire further. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused from further attendance under the subpena ? 

Mr. TavenneER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused, and he may sign his voucher 
for witness fees. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Dorie. For the information of the record and those who may be 
interested, I am often asked what the witness fee is that these wit- 
nesses get. They get S6a day and mileage. 

Mr, Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ludington. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right h: me please? 

In the testimony - th: at you are about to give before this subcom- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God 

Mr. Luprneron. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF MELVIN LUDINGTON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mr. Luprneton. My name is Melvin Ludington. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel that appeared for the last two witnesses. 

Mr. Ludington, during the course of the testimony here, you have 
been identified by Mrs. Barbara Hartle as having been a member of 
the Communist Party. Do you want to deny it, affirm it, or explain Af } 

Mr. Luprneron. Well, I want to make this point: that the Consti- 
tution, as amended, speaks not only of freedom of speech, but it ee 
speaks of trial by—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. I am giving you your choice. 
You need not say a word if you do not desire to do so. I am saying 
to you: Do you want to deny it? Do you want to admit it? Do you 
want to explain it? 

Mr. Lupinetron. I want to explain to my friends and neighbors and 
the people that I, as an American citizen, born and raised in America, 
have served my country we Il; that I protest being dragged before 
this committee and tried by accusation and not by trial and jury. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the record show that no accusation has been en- 
tered against the witness by the committee. He has merely been 
asked to explain certain information which has come into the posses- 
sion of the committee. 

Do you decline to answer ? 

sefore you proceed any further, will you please answer the question 
that is pending? 

Mr. Lupincron. Counsel advises me that he does not think there 
is a question pending at this time. 
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Mr. Jackson. Very well, the Chair will direct one. 

Are you now a member of the Communist P arty ¢ 

Mr. Luprneron. Being that. as reasons stated before, that to ex- 
plain to my friends and neighbors why this question is asked, in its 
entirety it is asked to put me on trial here, which under the sixth 
amendment of the Constitution guarantees to me the right to be tried 
by jury: and further entering into the realm of my ewn personal busi- 
ness; and, further than that, under the fifth amendment to the Con- 
stitution, it olives me the right not to testify about myself. 

I refuse to answer the xem 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. TAvENNER. [have no questions 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Dovle? 

Mr. Doy te. No questions. 

ne Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance un- 
der the subpena. 

(Witness was e@ *xcused. 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witne 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Shifferly. 

Mr. Jackson. Will vou raise your right | and, please ? 

Mi SHIFFERLY. Be for usIng my ha ad. 1 wal t to protest on being 
illed up here before this type of committee, which has no at ithority 
Oo question me. 

(nd I want to further protest on behalf of my counsel of the at- 
tempts to deny me of counsel which were made by this committee, and 

esult of that we both feel int imidated. . 

Jackson. Will you raise your right hand now and be sworn? 
| the testimony t] at you are about Ai cuact-wonanegie subcommittee, 
lo you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
ot] g by the truth, so help yo i God? 

Mr. Surrrervy. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated please 

Mr. | AVEN NER. What your! ime, plea se 4 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM CARL SHIFFERLY, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mr. Surrrerty. One other request 

Mr. Jackson. Will the witness please be seated ? 

Mr. Surrrerty. I want the cameras to stop. They can take pictures 
ll they want, but stop all the time I am on the stand. 

Mr. Jackson. All] right. The tel Vision cameras, in accordance 
vith 

Mr. Tavenner. He didn’t say television 

Mr. Sutrrerty. I just asked for these flash cameras—the ones that 
blind you. 

Mr. Jackson. You have no objection to television ? 

Mr. Sutrreriy. No, no objection to television. 

Mr. Jackson. Ve ry well. To the extent that it is consistent with 
proper cover: ige of the testimony of this witness, it will be appreciated 
if the press would refrain from taking these pictures. 

Mr. Doyir. And of course to the degree, Mr. Chairman, as you have 
often stated, consistent with the freedom of the press in America, 
which we always observe. 
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Mr. Jackson. Yes. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir 

Mr. Surrrerty. William Carl Shifferly, S-h-i-f-f-e-r-l-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel that represented the previous three witnesses. 

Mr. Cauauian. May I disassociate myself from the statement just 
made by my client—that I am in any way intimidated by this commit- 
tee? Lam not. 

Mr. Jackson. No, it is not the intention of the committee to intimi- 
date you. 

Mr. Caueuuan. That I disagree with. 

Mr. Jackson. That is your privilege. 

Mr. TavenneR. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. SuHiFFercy. I will consult with counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Shifferly conferred with Mr. Caughlin. ) 

Mr .Surrrerty. I was born in Tacoma, Wash., 1903. 

Mr. TAv} N NER. Ww here do you now reside ? 

Mr. Surrrerty. Winlock, Wash., Route 1, box 332-B. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 

Mr. Sutrrerty. Well, sir, at the present address which I maintain 
now, it has been about 3 months, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that, where did you reside ? 

Mr. Sutrrerty. At Toledo, Wash. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live at Toledo? 

Mr. Surrrerty. That is kind of a split-up story, where I lived there 
for a certain length of time and was away, and was back another cer- 
tain length of time, and I would say probably a rough estimate of 3 
years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know Mrs. Barbara Hartle? 

Mr. Sutrrerty. I will consult with counsel. 

\t this point Mr. Shifferly conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Sutrrerty. Mr. Chairman, to answer such a question, I am sure 
would degrade me, and that I would lose my friends and associates to 
make such a statement that you want me to make, and for that reason 
L will decline to answer your question standing on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle has identified you as having been a 
member of the Communist Party and in fact as a district functionary 
of the Communist Party. I would like to give you this opportunity 
to tell the committee whether or not that is true, and if it is true to ex- 
plain the circumstances as fully as you desire of your membership and 
whether or not you got out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Sutrrerty. I will consult with counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Shifferly conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. SHIFFERLY. Brother Chairman 

| Laughter. | 

Mr. Sutrrerty. Or: excuse me. 

Mr. Jackson. Order in the hearing room, please. As long as it isn’t 
“Comrade Chairman.” 

Mr. Surrrerty. They do use that expression in the American Le- 
gion and various other organizations. 

Mr. Jackson. In asomewhat different sense. 








6532 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Sutrrerty. I would like to have you repeat the question again, 
as I am all mixed up asa result of this laughter and delay. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you deny Mrs. Barbara Hartle’s identification 
of you as having been a functionary of the Communist Party, or do you 
want to tell this committee that she was correct in the identification ; 
or, on the other hand, if you want to explain it—if you want to tell the 
committee when you got out of the Communist Party, if you were 
ever in it, we will be glad to hear that. 

Mr. Surrrerzy. In regard to your question, I will say that it goes 
into the field of my civil rights, which are guaranteed by the Consti- 
tution and the Bill of Rights, and under which committees such as this 
have no right to question me about the things that are guaranteed 
under the Constitution and the civil rights, and the membe rs of the 
committee know that very well. And I refuse to answer that question 
standing on the grounds of the fifth amendment, which is the shield of 
the innocent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suirrerty. You have asked the same witch-hunting question 
and I will give you the same answer as in the last. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. In view of the fact that the witness has made a state- 
ment that is not founded on fact, I would like to have the record show 
this: 

The witness has stated that the committee knows very well that this 
committee has no right to ask these questions. I want the record to 
show what I have called attention to before that the Communist 
Party of the United States of America was found back in 1947 to be a 
subversive organization and that under Public Law 601, passed by the 
79th Congress, this committee was officially delegated and authorized 
to investigate the extent, the character, and the objectives of 
un-American propaganda activities and subversive activities in the 
United States. We are not groin g into politic al ph ilos ophie s or beliefs. 
We are, however. authorized to gO into the activities of the Communist 
Party of the United States to the extent of its infiltration into our 
American experience and life. 

Furthermore, I wish the record to show that which I think is well 
known—that contrary to what this witness has said—the highest 


courts in our land have held that Public Law ¢01 is constitutional: 

and, it being constitutional, this committee therefore is a constitu- 

tional committee and it 2 not true, as this witness has stated, that it is 

unconstitutional and t] we have no right to prcceed under the law. 
Mr. rs KSON. Thank phy sag dass 


Is there any reason why this witness should not be excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Caveuian. Sir, may I inquire if I may now be excused until 
29 o'clock this afternoon ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you represent any other witnesses ? 

Mr. Caveuian. I represent no further persons before this com- 
mittee. I desire to be excused until 2 o’clock. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, you are excused. 
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Mr. Caventan. Could I inquire whether it is your intention to call 
me at 2 o’clock ? 

Mr. Jackson. We will accommodate you to the best of our ability. 

Mr. Caucuian. Thank you. I will be here at 2 o’clock, and I hope 
you will call me at that time, if you are going to call me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You will be called. 

Mr. Caveuian. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have anything further at this time, Mr. 
Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the committee will stand in recess until 
1 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12 m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
1 o'clock, p. m.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Whereupon, at 1 o’clock, p. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TavenNner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Algot Starr, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, sir? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whois 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Srarr. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 


TESTIMONY OF ALGOT STARR, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
C. T. HATTEN 


Mr. Srarr. I will answer this question under protest, because I feel 
that this is in violation of my rights under the fifth amendment, so it 
ic under protest that I answer this question. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Very well, sir. 

Mr. TavenNner. My name is Algot Starr. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please ? 

Mr. Starr. A-l-g-o-t S-t-a-r-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Starr. By very able counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Harren. My name is C. T. Haiten. I am an attorney in the 
State of Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Starr? 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Starr.) 

Mr. Srarr. I will answer that but I will state my objection to it— 
that I believe that this also is in violation of the fifth amendment, even 
as to testifying where I was born. 

However, I was born in Woodworth, N. Dak. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Srarr. I will answer this question, but I want to state that it 
may work a hardship on people other than myself. It so happens that 
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I live in an apartment house and I only hope that by answering this 
question that these people do not get telephone calls, which there has 
been. Some reactionary imbecile might threaten to burn their house 
down. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Srarr. I wonder if this committee would withdraw that ques- 
tion due to the fact that it may work a hardship on the apartment 
owners ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. In what community do you live 

Mr. Srarr. I live in Everett. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarr. Again under protest I will answer this question. I 
have lived there since 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived at any other place since July 1950 % 

Mr. Starr. No: I haven't. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your occupation / 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarr. This committee knows very well what my occupation 
IS, because the subpena which I received was served to me on the job 
and it was signed by the chairman of this committee, so this committee 


/ 


already has that information. 

Mr. Jackson. Aside from that, the record does not have that infor 
mation. Let us vet it into the record. 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Starr.) 

Mr. Srarr. Mr. Chairman, I will refuse to answer this question, 
because I am well aware of the fact that there is hundreds of people 
who have appeared before this committee—and they are doctors, law 
yers, all walks of life—and because they have appeared before this 
committee their occupations were jeopardized, and it so happens that 
my livelihood is dependent on my occupation. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. DoyLe. Now that the gentleman has made a speech, of course 
g a statement which is not true to fact, and I move that 
the witness be instructed to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, as part of the proper identification of the wit 
s, he is instructed to answer the question as to his occupation. 
Mr. Srarr. I will refuse to answer this question under the fifth 
amendment of the Bill of Rights, which guarantees me the right that 
I need not testify about myself. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a member of the Inter 
national Woodworkers of America 2 

Mr. Srarr. I will refuse to answer that question under the follow- 
Ing grounds: First, that under the first amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, this amendment guarantees the right to the people of the free- 
dom of assembly and the freedom of speech, and to substantiate this I 
now quote the first amendment: 


} 


] 
Lit® 


L-> 
IS NAaKI! 


he 


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or pro 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press; or the right of the people to peaceably assemble and petition for redress 


{f grievances. 


And to enlarge on this—— 
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Mr. Jackson. That isn’t necessary. Let us proceed to your other 
constitutional grounds, if you will, please. 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Dorie. As a matter of information to the witness, he didn’t 
quite recite the first amendment perfectly; I think he missed four 
words. 

Mr. Srarr. After all, I am just an ordinary worker; I am not a 
Congressman. 

Mr. Jackson. Let us proceed to your other constitutional reasons. 

Mr. Starr. I also refuse to answer this question under the fifth 
amendment of the bill of rights, and I refuse to testify about myself. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have further questions, Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. How can you honestly contend that n answer the 
question as to whether or not you had been a member of a Jegitimate 
labor union might tend to incriminate you ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Hatten confer red with Mr. Starr.) 

Mr. Srarr. I also refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated in the last question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t that an unjust reflection upon all of the rank- 
and-file membership of that union ¢ 

(Tt this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Starr. I don’t believe this is any reflection against me or against 
anybody else. I will also refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were identified during the course of the testi- 
mony here this morning by Mrs. Hartle as one of a group of Com- 
munist Party members working within the International Woodwork- 
ers of America. Is that true or false ¢ 

Mr. Srarr. Well, the fact of it is I never do listen very attentively 
to any stool pigeon, whether they are stool pigeons in the Communist 
Party or in the labor movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of that, I am telling you now that that 
is the statement that was made here. Is it true or false / 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarr. I will refuse to answer that question and I will invoke 
the fifth amendment of the Constitution and I will not testify about 
myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srarr. This question is the same type of a question as “Have 
you stopped beating your wife ?”—because I am well aware that there 
is men and women who have been indicted and dragged into court and 
thrown in jail because they said they were members of the Communist 
Party. Iam also aware of the fact that there is people who said they 
were not members of the Communist Party and were charged with 
perjury. So there you have it. 

So before I answer that question, I will consult with counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarr. I will refuse to answer that question and again invoke 
the fifth amendment of the Bill of Rights and I will not testify about 
myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party at any time / 

Mr. Srarr. This is the same kind of a question and I will give the 
same reasons for refusing to answer as I did in the previous questions. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. You referred to someone who testified before this com- 
mittee as a stool pigeon. Whom did you refer to? 

(At this point Mr. Starr conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Doyte. In connection with your name. 

Mr. Srarr. I will refuse to answer this question and invoke the fifth 
amendment and will not testify about myself. 

Mr. Doyte. I have no other questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ver! F. Hemeke. 

Mr. Jackson. In the testimony that you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Hemeke. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Hemeke. I want to have one understanding about the broad- 
casting on the television before I am questioned. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have a request to make in that connection ? 

Mr. Hemeke. In that connection I have a request. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you state it ? 

Mr. Hemeke. On Monday night as I watched television, when the 
last witness on the program identified himself, in undertones it was 
told that the people taking the pictures were not from the newspapers 
but that they were rather from the police department and that the 
police department was interested in him. I want a guaranty from 
this committee that there will be no such remarks made behind my 
back that I can’t hear while I am sitting here. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee has no intention of making any re- 
marks whatever. 

Mr. Hemexe. That is all I ask. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed. 

Mr. TAvennNeER. State your name. 


TESTIMONY OF VERL F. HEMEKE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Hemexe. Verl F. Hemeke, H-e-m-e-k-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel? 

Mr. Hemexe. [am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify herself? 

Miss Lesser. Iam Sara H. Lesser of the Seattle bar. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, sir? 

Mr. Hemexe. I was born at Everett, Wash. My father was a mili- 
tant shop steward in the shingle-weavers’ union during the time of —— 

Mr. Tavenner. I just asked when and where you were born. 

Mr. Hemexr. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside, in Everett ? 

Mr. Hemrx«e. I reside in Pinehurst, and contrary to anyone else’s 
beliefs I think that the people, the working people, the Democratic 
Pacty, the people that believe in fair justice, will not see that there is 
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any harm done to me. I have no fear of any violence in that sector 
of the country because of this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lam certain that is true. 

Mr. Hemeker. That is entirely true 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there ? 

Mr. Hemeke. I have lived in Everett the full length of my life, 
outside of a time or two in leaving that county. 

Mr. TavenNer. What is your occupation , 

Mr. Hemexr. As to my occupation, | consider that my occupation 
IS a property right that I don’t want to add to the theory that you 
folks have of guilt by association. . 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer the question / 

Mr. Hy MEKE. | decline to answer the question and I am iving 
some reasons how. 

Mr. Jackson. Upon what grounds / 

Mr. Hemexke. On the erounds that I don’t want to add to the theory 
of guilt by association, including any trade union brothers that I 
might have, and so forth. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed to your constitutional reasons, 

Mr. Hemexe. I am going to. I would like to ask this committee if, 
having allowed people to testify to what they think, politically, over 
no onui iber of days here, are vou going to limit me to a question of 


Col stitutional reasons and not allow me to enter into the sphere of 


political policies as has been testified to here for days ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. This is a considerable amount of politic al nonsense, 
I might add. 

You have been asked a question. Will you kindy answer it? 

Mr. Hemexke. I am going to answer, but 1 want to know, are you 
restricting me to the legal when the evidence presented here to date 
has been political 4 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. It is voluntary testimony on the part of in 
dividual witnesses. However, I assume that you are going to decline 
to answer the questions. We are certainly not under any necessity 
of listening to a prolonged set of reasons which have no constitu- 
tional basis. 

Mr. Hemexe. Unless I conform with your political opinions. 

Mr. Jackson. I would never want you to conform with my political 
opinions, and I question very much that you ever would. Towever, 
will you please state your cons titutional reasons for declining to 
answer the question ? 

Mr. Hemexke. Would you mind repeating the question / 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the question. 

((Juestion was read.) 

Mr. Hemexkr. I am going to stand on the grounds that is a property 
right, that under the fifth gaara 3 am not required to testify 
about myself—not necessarily saying against myself—but I am not 
required to testify about myse If, as is in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hemeke, I have not asked you any question 
about your political beliefs or opinions; it is not my purpose to so do. 
L wi ant to inquire only as to acts and conduct. 

Mr. Hemexe. Could I say a point on that? Could I say an answer 

Mr. Tavenner. Not until I ask you a question relating to it, nt 
then you may answer. 


48069—54—pt. 8 
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Now you have been identified here as having been a member of the 
Communist Party and having functioned as a Communist Party 
member. 

Mr. Hemexe. Would you reread that from the record ? 

Mr. Tavenner. It is my purpose to ask you what your knowledge 
is, if any, of Communist Party activities. 

Mr. Hemexe. Mr. Counsel, I was not allowed to get in this room 
for several days. When I did, I was not given the courtesy of a seat 
and t neither was my counsel given the courtesy of aseat. I have been 
rather booted around here, and I would like to ask you to extend the 
courtesy to me of reading back the testimony that was given on myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course you know that that is impractical. 

Mr. Hemexe. Is it practical to tell me at this time what this com- 
mittee says I am charged with / 

Mr. TaveNNER. You are not charged with anything—— 

Mr. Hemexer. You mentioned what the evidence was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Except that you have been identified— 

Mr. Hemexe. Would you mind repeating it word for word? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, I think we can resolve this matter very 
quickly. 

As I remember the nature of the testimony, you were identified as 
a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Hemexe. I want that in full. 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment. I will have a question to ask you 
in just a moment and then you will have your opportunity to make 
a very flat and comprehensive denial of any allegation that may have 
been made. 

As I recall the nature of the testimony, it was to the effect that you 
had been a member of the Communist Party. I desire now to ask you 
whether you have ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hemexe. I ask that the exact wording which was put in evi- 
dence here against me be read at this time. 

Mr. Jackson. The exact wording of my question is very clear and, 
without respect to any other consideration, I repeat the question— 
Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hemexr. I repeat my request to speak politically on what has 
been brou: ght before me, as well as legally. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer the question ? 

Mr. Hemexr. I do not decline. I intend to answer the question. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Hemexe. I first want to know—I want also to answer the ques- 
tion that the counsel raised as regards to “political.” You say I am 
allow ved to speak—or rather it is not necessary for me to speak politi- 

ally, but you have for days brought here witnesses and tried to iden- 
tif; what a certain section of the people that she thinks or they 
think or whoever has testified think that a certain section of the people 
think. Then you want to hang me on the hook of what they think a 
cert: un group of people stand for, without allowing me to discuss what 
I think in regards to political activity. You want me to restrict my 
rights to leg: ul. 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t want you to restrict your rights to anything. 
What I would like to have you do is give a full answer to the question 


which I have just asked—Have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 
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Mr. Hemexe. I am going to answer that question in my own way, 
because—— 

Mr. Jackson. Will you answer it first and then explain your 
answer ¢ 

Mr. Hemexe. In the first place, I don’t think this committee has a 
constitutional 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please answer the question / ; 

Mr. Hemexe. This is a legal reason under the first amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Answer the question, Then you may give your rea- 
sons thereafter. 

Mr. Hemeke. Counsel has advised me I should answer the question 
first. I stand on my legal grounds of the fifth amendment in refusing 
to answer this question. 

Mr. Jackson. Are there any additional constitutional grounds that 
you wish to advance? ; 

Mr. Hemexr. I want to advance the thinking that this committee 
has not the constitutional right to inquire into my political beliefs, 
and I want to say in addition, if you will give me just one minute, th: 
I consider this an antilabor, McCarthyite, Fascist committee—that 
would like the priv ilege to enter the antilabor voting record of this 
committee into these records, particularly of Mr. Jackson, if he will 
permit me. 

Mr. Jackson. Of course, your idea as to the nature of this com- 
mittee, so far as being antilabor is concerned, has certainly not been 
borne out in the Seattle area in the light of the overwhelming support 
of organized labor in this district. Your position on that 1s consid- 
erably out of line with what has been expressed by labor organizations 
in Seattle. 

Mr. Hemexer. Would you let me read your voting record in Con 
gress on the questions of interest to labor and let the TV audience 
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‘ judge for themselves your stand on the record / 

f Mr. JACKSON. 1 would certainly not let you read into the record 

‘ your opinion. 

f Mr. Hemexe. I will check it with the Congressional Record. 

; Mr. Jackson. That is entirely beside the point; it is not a matter 

; under discussion. Weare inquiring into the extent and nature of your 

activities in the Communist Party, if there were any. 

Continue, Mr. Counsel. 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Hy MEKE. I will olive you the Same answer for the Same reasons, 

b Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

q Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

E 


Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance 
under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. TAvennNerR. Charles Elmer Thrasher. 

Mr. Jackson. In the testimony that you are about to give before 
this committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. TirrasHuer. Yes. 
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Mr. Jackson. Let the record show at this point that since the com- 


mittes onve ec at 1 o' low c, There has been present at the committee 


table a legal quorum of the subcommittee appointed by the chairman. 
i Ql \ On ed. Mh ( ) sel 
Mr. TavenNer. What is yow name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES ELMER THRASHER, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, C. T. HATTEN 


Mh Prrasner. Charles Elmer Thrasher, T-h-r-a-s-h-e-r. 
PAVENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel / 
‘ Y ; 
\ PHRASHER. I am. 
PavenneR. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. Harren. I am C. T. Hatten, member of the bar of the State of 


Mr. Tavi NNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Thrasher ? 
Mr. Tirasuer. I was born at North Bend, Wash. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Where do you now reside # 
Mr. Turasner. I reside at 16459 54th South, Seattle. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your age? 
Mr. TuHrasnuer. Forty-three. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What is your occupation ? 

(At this point Mr. Thrasher conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Tirrasner. I object to that question on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment, which states that my job is my property under the rights 
of the fifth amendment, which says “Nor shall private property be 


taken from meatat ytimey ithout a just cause 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness be di 
rected to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, the witness is directed to answer the question as 
to his employment. 


(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Thrasher.) 


Mr. Turasuer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
prey ously stated, plus the fact that I will not be compelled to testify 
about myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Thrasher, you have been identified by a witness 
before this committee as having been a functionary in the Commu- 
nist Party. Do you desire to make any explanation of that testimony 
by way of denial or affirmation of it? If you do, I desire to give you 
the opportunity of doing so. 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Thrasher. ) 

Mr. Trrasuer. May I ask this question? When was I accused of 
that ? 

Mr. Jackson. As far as the committee is concerned, you are not 
accused of anything. There is information in the possession of the 
committee which indicates that you may have some knowledge of 
Communist Party activities in this area. Counsel’s question, as I 
understand it, seeks to determine whether you are willing to cooperate 
with the Congress of the United States in disclosing such information 
that you may have in your possession. 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Thrasher.) 

Mr. Turasuer. Is there a question before me now ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Do you desire to make any explanation to 
the committee of the identificati n, either by way of denial or affirma- 
tion of it? 1 

Mr. Turasuer. I will answer the question in this wav: That a 
everybody knows, in the past 16 or 18 years, even members of the 
Democratic Party in office a Washington. D. €).. have been aceused 
oi being Communists, and I will not even honor an accusation by a 
stoolpigeon. I never have and I never will, and I never will be one, 
and I base my rejection of answering that question on the fifth amend- 
ment, which says that I shall not testifv against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communis Party 
at any time n the past ? 

Mr. TirraAsuer. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now! 

Mr. Turasuer. Same answer. 

Mr. Jackson. For the same reasons ? 

Mr. Trrasuer. Same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. [have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ? 

Mr. Doytir. I noticed a very beautiful blue-green feather on your 
coat; I have noticed several of you men testifying before us wearing 
the same attractive green feather. I know that it has nothing to do 
With subversive activities, but does it represent some membership of 
some kind—if that is a fair question? I have noticed now 6 or 7 of 
you we ring that Same green feather and Il just presume that it has 
some significance. Is that a part of a fishing fly, or what is it? 

Mr. Trrrasner. I don’t know what the inference is. but I refuse to 
answer that question on the grounds as previously stated. I might 
like green, but that is none of your business. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, coming from California, I] always notice things 
that are beautiful and attractive, and I have noticed yesterday and 
today the same green feather. 

Mr. Chairman, I happen to know what it represents for the gentle- 
man’s information. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there anythin 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. J AC KSON. Phe wit) ess 1s ex used from furthei ittendance under 
the subpena. 

(\V tness was ext usec. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. TAvENNER. William K. Dobbins. 

Mr. Jackson. Raise your right hand, sir. 

In the testimony that vou are about to give before this subeom- 

hat vou will tell] the truth. the WV hole 
trl th. and Nn thine by the truth. ol elp you God? 

Mr. Doprrns. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


o further, Mr. Counsel ? 


mittee, do you solemnly swear t 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM K. DOBBINS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
C. T. HATTEN 


Mr. Dorprtns. William Dobbins. 
Mr. Tavennenr. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel who accompanied the previous witness. 
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When and where were you born, Mr. Dobbins? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the question ? 

Mr. Dorsrins. I am waiting until they get thro 
photogra hers | 

Mr. Tavenner. That is quite all right. 

Mr. Dornins. Now wilt you please turn them lights? It glares in 
my eyes a little bit. 

Mr. Jackson. Just a minute. You are not giving instructions in 
this court. 

Mr. Dogspins. I asked if you please. 

Mr. Jackson. If you will make a proper request, we will. 

Is t vo ir desire not to be tele, ised ? 

Mr. Dorsrins. No, I don’t care about that. 

Mr. Jackson. In that case, the lights are necessary. They are not 
very pleasant for us up here, either. 

Mr. Dopsnins. What was the que stion ? 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
Mr. 'Tavenner. I believe I asked you when and where you were born. 
Mr. Dogppins. I was born in Idaho in 1898. 

| 
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h [referring to 


Mr.'Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
opBIns. In Ballard Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Ballard ? 

Mr. Dorpins. Oh, about 18 years, I think. 

Mr. TavenneR. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Dosprns. Laborer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ballard, the committee has been told by a wit- 
ness, Mrs. Hartle, that you were at one time a functionary in the Com- 
munist Party. If that is true, you should be in a position to give this 
committee information regarding the activities of that organization. 

Now was her identification of you correct or was it in error ? 

Mr. Dorrtns. Pardon me? Did you address me? Or didn’t you say 
“Ballard” or something like that / 

Mr. Tavenner. If I said “Ballard,” I meant “Dobbins.” 

(At this point Mr. Dobbins conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Dozsptns. Could I have it repeated, because I heard “Ballard” 
in there ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I would be very glad to. 

t ] tt ied 


wnt 


you as having been a fune 
tionary in the Communist Party. If that testimony is correct and not 
in error, then you should be in a position to give this committee infor- 
mation regarding the activities of the organization of which you were 


First let me ask vou, were vou a member of the Communist Party 
atany time ¢ 

Mr. Donrins. Now is this 1 question or 2 questions? 

Mr. TAvENNER. One questio1 

Mr. D ins. The last question is the one you are asking? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the only question. 

Mr. Dospins. I invoke the fifth amendment. I stand on my rights 
and refus : to testify iwainst myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Mrs. Barbara Hartle? 

Mr. Donerns. Same answer. 


Mr. Jackson. For the same reasons ? 
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Mr. Dopptns. Same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Dobbins. ) 

Mr. Dozzins. Same reasons, and I refuse to testify against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. TAvenNer. Mr. George Russell. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommit- 
tee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Russet. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE RUSSELL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Russeixi. George Russell, R-u-s-s-e-]-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identi fy herself for the record ? 

Miss Lesser. Sara H. Lesser of the Seattle bar. 

Mr. TAvenNer. Mr. Russell, where do you reside? 

Mr. Russet. Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Seattle? 

Mr. Russeiu. A little over 20 years, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born and raised ¢ 

Mr. Russevu. I was born in Minnesota. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your age? 

Mr. Russeii. I was born in 1894. Iam 60 years old. 

Mr. Tavenner. What employment do you have? 

Mr. Russeii. Would you like for me to answer ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Russextxi. Clearly there 


and there is a lot of fear as evidenced by the letters that our chairman 


has been quite a lot of hysteria here, 


has read. One was from a George F. Russell that was very teal ful 
that his name would be even connected with me. These things always 


spell fear to a lot of other people. 


Now I don’t think that I am going to try to contribute to that fear 


in any way, and I don’t know as I can quite calm my own fears for 
it; so right now I am going to take my rights under the first and fifth 
amendments to refuse to answer that question. 


Mr. Tavenner. Were you at one time employed by Boeing Aircraft ? 

Mr. Russet. The answer is the same for the same reason—previous 
reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified during the course of this 
hearing as having been a member of the Communist Party at one time. 
I want to ask you if you will tell this committee what you know about 
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the activities of the Commu st Party in this area, if you have any 
knowledge of them 

Mr. Russexx. Is that a question ¢ 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 


Mr. Russetit. On the same grounds I must refuse to answer. 


Mr. ‘J ENNER. Well, are you now a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr Russe... The same answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Taverner. Were you acquainted with Barbara Hartle 

Mr. Russeix. The ime answer unde r the same objections the fifth 
amend ent of the Constitution. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Were youa member of the Comm inist Party al aly 
tim ile she was engaged as a functio1 ry of the Communist Party 


In Seattle, which was, I believe, from 1942 until 1950 4 

Mr. Russevi. I am not going to villify anybody, and so I object 
une ground the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party / 
Mr. Russeiy. That answer is the same thing. 


oO} | ret ise on the si 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance 
under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wayne Paschal. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Raise your right hand and be sworn. please. 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, ar d nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Pascua. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Pascua. May I request no television ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, indeed. 

The cameras will refrain from photographing the witness during 
the taking of his testimony. 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF WAYNE PASCHAL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Pascuar. Wayne Paschal, P-a-s-c-h-a-l. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Will counsel] please identify herself for the record ? 


\| Lesser. Sara H. Lesser of the Seattle bar. 
Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Paschal? 
Mr. Pascnan. I w born in Topeka, Kans., United States of 


America, June 23, 1910. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Do you now reside in Seattle ? 

Mr. Pascran. I reside near Issaquah. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided there ? 

Mr. Pascuan. Mr. Chairman, with all due respect for the laws of 
the United States and the Congress of the United States which created 
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this committee, I must refuse to participate in this hearing and I 
must refuse to answer this question under my constitutional rights 
of the fifth amendment, as explained to me by my counsel. And a 
reading of the opinions of Dean Griswold of the Harvard Law 
School 

Mr. .J ACKSON. Do you so decline to answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Pascua. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. On the grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Pascua. That is correct. 

Mr. TAvENNER. | suggest, Mr. airman, that the witness be di- 
rected to answer the question. 

Mr. Jackson. What is the pending question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. How long has he resided in the present place of 
his residence ? 

Mr. Jackson. You are directed to answer. 

Mr. Pascnan. L must refuse under the same terms as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Paschal, you have been identified by Mrs. 
Hartle during the course of this hearing as a person who was known 
to her as a functionary of the Communist Party. If her testimony 
be correct, you should be able to olive this committee information 
regarding the functioning of the party. 

Let me ask you if you have any knowledge of Communist Party 
activities in this area ? 

Mr. Pascnat. Mr. Chairman, I am fully aware of the inferences 
w] ich people are drawing from the answers that ubpe ‘} aed withesses 
at this he: aring are giving. However, upon due readii ng of the opin- 
ions of Dean Griswold of the Harvard Law School, as I have stated, 
and the i il opinion that was vive n by my couns se] habe in prior con- 
ferences with her, I must respectfully decline to answer any questions 
under the terms of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. J ACKSON,. And do you so decline to answer the pending question ¢ 

Mr. Pascuan. I do so decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a functionary of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Pascua. Same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Pascua. The same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you at any time been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ’ 

Mr. Pascua. The same answer for the same re —_— 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairn 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance un- 
der the subpena. 

(Witness was ¢ xcused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harry Crumbaker. 

Mr. Jackson. Raise your right hand, sir. 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God ? 
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Mr. Crumpaxer. I do. 
Mr. Jackson. Be seated, ples se. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF HARRY CRUMBAKER 


Mr. Crumpaker. Harry Crumbaker, C-r-u-m-b-a-k-e- 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you do not have Sa accom- 
panying you. It is a practice of the committee to advise witnesses 
that they have the right to consult counsel at any time during their 
interrogation. 

Mr. Crumpaker. If you please, sir, I do not wish any counsel, and 
I wish to answer all questions on my own. I also wish to make a 
statement when the time comes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you placed a telephone call to the com- 
nuttee staff last night, did you not ¢ 

Mr. CrumpBakKeEr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In which you indicated your desire to appear be- 
fore the committee and to make a statement with regard to informa- 
tion which the commitee had received regarding alleged former Com- 
munist Party membership on your part ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Yes,s 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And you were advised by the staff, were you not, to 
come here today and you would be given a subpena after arriving here 
so that you could make whatever statement you desire / 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, I wish to state that I have not been sub- 
penaed and I do not wish to be subpenaed that I am appearing here 
willir et) and I wish to appear here willingly. 

Mr. Jackson. That will be noted in the record. 

Mr.’ \VENNER. When and where were you born, sir ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Colfax, Wash., sir, October 14, 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. I live in Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Tavennrx. How long have you lived in Spokane? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I have lived there, sir, off and on since 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your oc ‘upation ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. My payroll title is supervisor of tools; my work 
ing title is industrial relations representative of the employment secu 
rity department, State of Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been soe mployed ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaxer. I went to work on November 16, 1945, sir, and 
have been employed ever since. 

at TavenNerR. Prior to that time what was the nature of your 
emp poms ¢ 

a *RUMBAKER. Before that time I was in the Army, sir, for 26 
mont! 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to that how were you employed ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Prior to 1943 I worked for the Milwaukee Rail 
road at St. Maries, Idaho, although I maintained my legal residence 
in Spokane. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acqui ainted with a person by the name of 
Leonard Basil Wildman ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I know Leonard Wildman; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you known him? 
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Mr. Crumpaker. I believe, sir, the first time I ever met Leonard 
Wildman was about 1937 or 1938, 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Mr. Wildman, in testimony before this cominittee 
on May 28, 1954, stated that he remembered you as a member of the 
Communist Party, and during the course of her testimony here Mrs. 
Hartle told this committee that she knew you well, that she had at- 
tended many Communist Party meetings with you, and she identified 
you asa me smber of the Communist Party. 

Now that is information which has been given to the committee, and 
I wanted you to be fully aware of it in whatever answer you desire 
to make regarding the questions which will now be asked of you. 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. First let me say, were you acquainted with Mrs. 
Hartle—Barbara Hartle? 

Mr. CrumpBakKer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time did you know her? 

Mr. Croumpaxer. I would say from about the middle of 1936, sir, 
or maybe a little bit later than 1936, and I believe the last time I saw 
Mrs. Hartle was sometime in 1939 or 1940. I am not too sure of the 
exact date, sir. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What business was she engaged in during that pe- 
riod of time? 

Mr. Crumpaker. During that period of time I understood that she 
was a district representative or district organizer of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. TavenNer. She was well known as a Communist Party func- 
tionary ; wasn’t she? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Wildman a functionary of any type? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I believe he was, sir. At least, he identified to me 
that he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time sit in a Communist Party 
meeting or meetings with Mrs. Hartle? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I did. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Over how longa period of time? 

Mr. Crumpaker. From time to time, sir. I wouldn’t be able to give 
you an exact answer. I would say from late 1936, possibly, and up 
to and including somewhere in 1937 or the early part of 1938—some- 
where in there, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where were these Communist Party meetings held? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. Usually at the home of Mrs. Hartle. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Spokane? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the purpose of the meetings ? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. The purposes of the meetings, sir, as far as I 
know—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that may not be quite a proper question to 
ask you as to the purpose. 

Let me ask you, What was done at the meetings ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. The meetings that I attended and know about, sir, 
at the home of Mrs. Barbara Hartle, were usually meetings to give 
out literature about the Communist Party, to discuss the Communist 
Party so far as its activities with organizations with which I was 
working with them. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I am not sure that I understand the relationship 
of other organizations that you were working with. Will you explain 
that ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I wish to identify the meetings that I attended, 
sir, as not only being what is known as Communist meetings, as such, 
but there were many of the meetings I attended at the home of Mrs. 
Hartle that were meetings called under the name of either the Wash- 
ington Commonwealt! <leration or the Workers’ Alliance. Now 
once upon a time, I believe they even called it the white-collar section 
of the Workers’ Alliance. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, it took on rather the character of 
fract ion meetings ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. I would say so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Fraction meetings, which meant meetings of the 
members of the Workers’ Alliance, for instance, who were members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. That was the way it was explained to me, sir, at a 
later date. I did not know about it at first. 

Mr. Tavenner. What connection did you have at that time with 
the Workers’ Allan a4 

Mr. CrumMBAKER. Sir, I was a member of the Workers’ Alliance, and 
became a member of that organization—I am not exactly sure of the 
date—but I believe sometime in 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Due to the very question of time, during these hear- 


I 


Ings ive not been abl to ask Mrs. Hartle about the Workers’ Al- 
liance and its activities, so it may be that you can, very briefly, give 


us information that we desire regarding the aims and purposes of 


the Communist Party fraction within the Workers’ Alliance. 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, if I may, I might explain very shortly what 
the Workers’ Alliance was and then explain to you how I understood 
the fractions of the Communist Party within the Workers’ Alliance 
worked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaker. First of all, I want to say that I am giving this 
cbse r\ ation. sIr, from the \ lewpoint of Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaxker. And when I first was employed in Spokane in 
1936, which was a job with the Works Progress Administration, in that 
year I was approached by various people to join an organization which 
at that time was known as the white-collar section of the hodearriers. 
I didn’t know such a thing existed. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe that is new to me. 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right, sir. It was the white-collar sec- 
tion of the hodearriers, and that was taken over into the W orkers’ 
Alliance, I believe in 1937 and was called local 66. That is when I 
became acquall ted with the purposes of the Workers’ Alliance, in 
general. 

Very shortly, if I may, sir, the Workers’ Alliance was organized to 
bring forth legislation, should I say, in both the national Congress 
and in the State legislatures and in the local communities to help get 
funds, WPA projects, work projects for the unemployed—in other 
words, the chief objective that I knew it as was an organization of 
unemployed people or WPA workers who were working for sup- 


] 


posed |y their own benefit. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And also for the extension of relief awards ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I believe that is right, sir. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Now to what extent did the Communist Party uti- 
lize its opportunity to direct and control and influence the activities of 
the Workers’ Alliance? 

Mr. Crumpaker, Sir, I will have to answer that in this way: That 
at the time that I became a member of the Workers’ Alliance, I was a 
political novice; I mean I was a student from college who had suddenly 
to leave college to support my mother and family and, not knowing all 
of the political implications of the day, the o1 ly thing I knew about 
politics then, sir, was about radio speaker Stevenson, who was run- 
ning for governor, and he was identified, sir, with the Democrat Party, 
ancd I in 1936 supported radio speaker John C. Stevenson for gover- 
nor. And I became acquainted with members of the Communist Party, 
sir, late in 1936, because they identified themselves and said that they 
were Communists and they wanted me to become a member, as a mem- 
ber of the Workers’ Alliance. 

Mr. Taverner. How long did you continue attending the fraction 
meetings of the Workers’ Alliance; that is, the Communist Party frac- 
tion meetings made up ot membe1 S ot { he Workers’ Alhance? 

Mr. CrumMBAKER. | am not too certain, sir, about the leneth of time, 
because as the years went by | became more and more suspicious of 
their intent to dominate the Workers’ Alliance and I therefore slowly 
but surely skipped meetings and made it a point not to be there, to 
withdraw from any recognition or affiliation to or cooperation with 
the Communist Party’s fraction meetings, as such. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I understood you to say that you attended Com- 
munist Party meetings in Mrs. Hartle’s home from 1936 to 1939. 

Mr. Crumpaker, That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. A period of two years 4 

Mr. Croumpaker. That is right. sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you with the Workers’ Alliance during that 
entire period ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. Iam not exactly sure of the date, sir, in 
the beginning. I believe the hodearriers’ whitecollar section was in 
there in 1936, and I am not sure whether the Workers’ Alliance started 
in late 1936 or early 1937. Iam not sure of that. That is as close as 
Tecan ouess it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you 
stopped attending the meetings in 1939 after having attended them 
for 2 years? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, during this entire period I was identified as a 
Democrat and I was active in Democratic circles, and I was a person 
who carried in formation to the Democratic circles as to the activities 
of the Workers’ Alliance and of the Communist fraction. and that was 
my main purpose in attending the fraction meetings, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t mean to leave the impression, do you, 
that you took part in Communist Party meetings just to obtain infor- 
mation for some other organization / 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir. I don’t leave that impression. I want to 
merely state that I did carry the information to the Democratic Party 
as a good American. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time serve in any office within the 
fraction or within these Communist Party groups? 
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Mr. Crumeaker. No, sir. I was not a member of that fraction, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not a member of the fraction ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you attended its meetings ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sometimes, yes, sir—quite frequently. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Where were those meetings held—on the fraction 
of the Workers’ Alliance ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. They were often held in Mrs. Hartle’s home and 
sometimes in the Workers’ Alliance Hall on Division Street in 
Spokane. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the other Communist 
Party meetings which you attended ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Once in a great while I was told about some major 
functionary of the Communist Party who was going to be in Spokane 
at the time, and I was invited to attend these meetings, not as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party but rather as an individual who they 
thought was a prospect for the Communist Party. 

And, sir, I wish to state at this time that during ail of the period 
T am discussing, from 1936 up through 1939, I was considered a pros- 
pect for the Communist Party. I was considered by some people 
as being a Communist Party member, but I was not at any time dur- 
ing that period an actual dues-paying, card-bearing member, as such. 

But I will have to qualify my statement as to denial in member- 
ship of the Communist Party on the basis that I was considered a 
Communist and yet I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you attended its meetings for a period of 2 
years; you attended the fraction meetings of the Workers’ Alliance. 
You took part in the meetings for this 2-year period by accepting 
the Communist Party literature ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir, that is right. I at least took the litera- 
ture, ves, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You performed all the functions of a rank-and- 
file member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Other than payment of dues? 

Mr. CrumpakeEr. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What function of the Communist Party members 
did you not perform ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. My interest there, sir, was to become acquainted 
with the objectives of the Communist Party; and, even though some 
people there thought I was a Commie, I was not; I was not a dues- 
paying member. 

Mr. Tavenner. You appear to be a very intelligent person; you 
have proved it by your advancement in various governmental posi- 
tions. It didn’t take you 2 years, did it, to find out what was going 
on ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right. I mean, as far as finding out, I 
would say this: it was a constant infiltration, sir, and changing of 
policies and programs; so therefore, I continued my activities with 
the Workers’ Alliance and met with the fractions of the Workers’ 
Alliance who supposedly were Communist members. And some I 
can identify and some I can’t, but I did meet with them, that is right, 
sir. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask a question, Counsel ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. During the period of time that you were in attend- 
ance at Communist Party meetings, were you in sympathy with the 
aims and purposes of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I was not in any way, sir, in sympathy with their 
proposals for support of communism or ‘the Soviet Union, no, sir; but 
[ was in favor of some parts of their program, where it supported the 
policies = programs of the Workers’ Alliance in the Hewes ratic 
Party. I did not approve them, sir. Don’t misunderstand me on that. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you amass considerable knowledge of the opera- 
tions of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. And of the personalities involved in the activities of 
the Communist Party in this area ! 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you take that information to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation ? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. I was interviewed, sir, by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in 1939, to my best knowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. And you at that time divulged to the Federal Bureau 

{ Investigation all of the information that you had to the effeet—— 

Mr. Crumpaker. I answered all the questions put to me, sir, as to 
my beliefs, and so on and so forth, and that is all. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you voluntarily go to the Bureau, or were you 
contacted by an agent of the Bureau / 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir, I did not. 

Mr. Jackson. You did not volunteer ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. You are speaking about 1939, sir? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaker. In 1939 I was notified by one of the supervisors 
in the Works Progress Administration ths at an FBI wanted to 

nterview me in his office, and that was in the oflice of J. Cales. And 
that is all I know about any contact with the BE 

Mr. Jackson. That was in 1939? 

Mr. CrumpBAker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. What was the period during which you attended 
meetings of the party ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. From 1936, I would say, r, up to late 1 1939. Those 
are the dates that I remember as closely as alate 

Mr. Jackson. Did you attend any meetings after you were inter- 
viewed by this Gover are nt agency ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaxer. I did attend some meetings, sir, that were held 
by the Workers’ Alliance, which known Communists attended and 
were members of the executive board; but I don’t believe, sir, as I 
understand it, that they were so-called fraction meetings—they were 
actually executive board meetings of the Workers’ Alliance, Local 66. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you know of any other non-Communist who sat 
in these meetings of the Communist Party at the time that you at- 
tended the meetings ? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. I can’t recall their names at the present time, sir, 
unless I was shown a roster or something. 

Mr. Jackson. Understand now that I am not asking for the names 
of Communists but of non-Communists who were in attandance at 


the meetings. 
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Mr. Crumpaxker. I know what you mean. 

Mr. Jackson. Would these meetings be ordinarily considered to be 
closed meetings of the Communist Party or were they open to whoever 
might want to attend ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. As far as the executive board, sir, they were closed 
meetings of the Workers’ Alliance, yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. To what do you attribute the fact that you, a non- 
Communist, were permitted to sit in closed meetings of the Communist 
Party, which is completely in violation of any testimony that this com- 
mittee has ever heard—that a non-Communist was admitted to a 
closed 1 eeting of the Commun st Party 6 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, I think I can explain that. Perhaps you have 
iven it a little different in terpretation. The meetings lL attended I 
knew were being attended by fractions of the Communist Party, but 
many of those meetings, sir, were actually the executive board of the 
Workers’ Alliance, and that is the reason why I was allowed to attend. 

Mr. Jackson. Of all Communists ? 

Mr. Crumpaxker. I can’t say they were all Communists, no, sir. 
I would have to have a roster of the executive board, and that was con- 
stantly changing from time to time, sir. But I can name some people 


oO 
} 
at 


who were on there. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, in light of the somewhat confused state of the 
matter, I think it would be very dangerous at this time to name any 
names, unless counsel wishes to pursue the matter further. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. I think it should be pursued by private 
conference and, after developing the information and giving the stafl 
an opportunity to make some investigation, then produce that type of 
testimony. 

Now you have indicated a willingness to cooperate with the staff 
of this committee in every respect, have you not ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir, I wish to cooperate. I wish to answer 
every question, too, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any understanding by which you were 
not tT pay dues and that vou were to be a member-at large of the 
Communist Party or anything of that character / 

Mr. Crumpaxker. I don’t believe, sir, that I was ever considered a 
member. 

| will say this: That I bought literature from the Communist Party, 

nd I freely admit it. I bought Soviet Russia Today; I bought Com 
munist International, I believe it is called, for my own information. 
l was curious about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just like every other member of the party was 
required to do? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. Not all the time, no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were requested to do it, weren’t they ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right. They were always after selling 
their literature, and I didn’t buy it every time, no, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Did vou see other Communist Party members pay- 
ing their dues at the meetings? 

Mr. Croumpaker. I am not too sure of the dues part of it, sir. I 


believe that there were times in which some kidding remarks were made 
about collecting dues—and whether that was a Commie Party meet- 


ing or whether it was a Workers’ Alliance meeting, sir—but I shrugged 
my shoulders. I was a little inexperienced in politics, but as the years 
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went by I grew to know them and know what they were « doing and, 
as the years went by, I withdrew from these so-c alled meetings. 

Mr. TavenNer. W hy did you withdraw ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. Because I was getting amis disgusted with 
their tactics and with their aims and objectives. I did not believe in 
them; and I didn’t think that they were going in accord with the prin- 
ciples of Americanism or the principles under which we live. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you finally arrive at that conclusion ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. I would say about 1939 definitely, sir, and for a 
certainty, as far as making a definite move, in 1940 very definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is possibly as much as 4 years that it took for 
you to make up your mind. 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right, sir; it took me that long. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now during that period of time, were you ap- 
proac " ‘d from time to time about becoming a member of the party ? 

Mr. CruMBAKER. Yes, si. 

Mr. Tavens By you approached ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. The first time. sir, that I can remember or recol- 
lect ever being recruited as a member of the Communist Party was 
aman by the name of Jack Wheeler. 

Mr. T'AveNNER. Where is he now ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. He is dead, sir. His wife at that time was the 
woman known as Maybelle Wheeler. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that at the very beginning of your attendance 
at these meetings ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir. No, that was where I worked, sir, and he 
came to me and asked me why I didn’t join the rest of them because 
everybody else was becoming a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was when you were with the Workers’ Al- 
liance ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. That was when, sir, I first started to work. I] 
wasn’t even a member of anything at the time. It was an approach 
made to me to join the Communist Party, which I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that before you started attending these meet- 
ings that you have told us about in 1936 ? 

Mr. CrumBaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long before that was it that this gentleman 
asked you to become a member ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I think the first time I ever was approached was 
right around June or July, si 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what year? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Of 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. How soon after that did you begin attending the 
meetings ? 

Mr. Crump AKER. [ was invited to attend meetings maybe 1 or 2 or 
3 weeks later, sir, and I did attend. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was Mr. Jack Wheeler there ? 

Mr. CrumMBaker. Yes, sil 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he say anything more to you about paying 
your dues ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. He said that I was a prospect for the Communist 
Party and announced me as such and he wanted me to be there to find 
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out what they were doing and, being a political novice, I didn’t know 
what the score was, so ] stayed there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you really intending to tell this committee that 
you remained merely a prospect for 4 years / 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right, sir; I very definitely say that. I 
was gaining information for my own ‘satisfaction and I was getting 
a wide political knowledge and, as I went along, I became more 
thoroughly disgusted with it and finally withdrew from both the 
Workers’ Alliance and the (Washington) Commonwealth Federation. 

I must s ‘ay this, sir: that during this same pel riod of time the Wash- 
ington Commonwealth Federation became very active and most of my 
ae tivity was with the Washington Commonwealth Federation, more 
and more as time went on, which [ considered at that time to be a part 
of the Democratic organization, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the next person that requested you to sign 
a card and become a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. CrumpBaker. That is a little hard to answer, sir. I think that 
this fellow came back 3 or 4 times. I mean I attended a meeting, I 
asked a lot of questions, and they ke pt coming at me and saying, “Well, 
why don’t you join?” And I said, “Well, I don’t know enough about 
t.” And being more or less of a political novice, I would say that I 
wanted to find out what they were all about. I heard people saying 
things about it, and so therefore I would say that I can’t say exactly 
who the next person was. [talked with Mr. Jim Haggin, I talked with 
his wife Caroline, and Arthur Furnish—those people. 

Mr. Tavenner. And they were all persons known to you to be mem 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. CrumpBpakKer. Not at first, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well, at last? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I finally was convinced that they were members 
of the Communist P: irty. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you base your cony iction upon ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Well, first of all, sir, on the basis that they told 
me that they were members of the ( Scaesibetaniel Party and wanted me : 
to become a member, which I refused to do. 

Mr. Tavenner. And also their attendance at these meetings? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Not all meetings, sir—some meetings. I mean, I 
don’t want to give you the wrong impression, or the committee, that 
{ attended all meetings. I attended occasional meetings, which I 
understand might have been and might not have been the executive 
board of the Workers’ Alliance and 7 have been fraction meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told us at the beginning of your testimony 
that you could well understand from the nature of your attendance 
at meetings, if I recall it correctly, that others in that group would 
have a right to believe that you were a member of the Communist 
Party, is that right ? 

Mr. Crumpaxker. I believe that other people thought I was, yes, 
sir—I mean other people who saw me going to these ineetings. 

And I want to clarify that, sir, in this respect: That I am sure that 
everybody there knew that I was not a dues-paying member. 

Mr. TavENNER. Who was the treasurer of the group of the Com- 
munist Party which you attended ? 

Mr. CruMBAKER. You mean of the so-called fraction or whatever 
was the Workers’ Alliance fraction ? 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6955: 


Mr. TavENNER. We will take that first. 

Mr. Crumpaker. I don’t exactly know. I will have to look at my 
notes here, sir. 

There was a man by the name of Al, a man that lived at the Pette- 
court Hotel. I just can’t recall his last name right now. But he was 
an old man, rather stooped, that couldn’t do too much work. 

Mr. TavENNER. Was he the person to whom people paid their dues ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. As far as the Workers’ Alliance was concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. i am not talking about dues to the Workers’ Alli- 
ance ; lam talking about Communist Party dues. 

Mr. Crcumpaker. I don’t know that, sir. As I understood it, you 
could pay your dues to anybody that came up to you to collect it and 
was in a meeting. The only one I ever saw collecting dues, as such, 
or taking money was Barbara Hartle, and I did see her take money. 

Mr. Tavenner. From Communist Party members? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir; yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenneR. Did you ever give her any money ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir; only to buy, occasionally, some literature. 
I believe, sir, that there might have been a time or two in which I gave 
$1 or $2 or $3 for some kind of a movement that they had on at the 
time. And might I say, sir, what those were ? 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaker. For instance, they had an aid to the veterans from 
Spain—I mean that would be a subterfuge in getting money—and 
of course once in awhile I did contribute to those things. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, and you knew, as a matter of fact, that that 
money went into the coffers of the Communist Party and was used 
for the propagation of Communist Party literature ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. I highly suspicioned it, sir; yes, sir, I did. I 
didn’t definitely know, because I didn’t know where the money went 
from there, but I highly suspicioned it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee of all the contributions 
that you made that you had reason to believe went into the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. CrumBaxker. I have no basis to know where they went except 
for the basis for which they were given—that they were asked for. 
There was a League for Industrial Democracy—I don’t know whether 
you recall that name—contributions; there was help for widows and 
for orphans—poor people; collections made as to helping somebody 
ousted from their home, in the Workers’ Alliance—things of that sort. 
That isthe kind of contributions I made. 

Mr. ‘TavenNerR. Were you ever issued a Communist Party card / 

Mr. CrumBaker. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever register as a Communist ? 

Mr. CrumBaker. No, sir. 

Mr. TavenneEr. I believe that is all I desire to ask you at this time. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. When did you become highly suspicious of the purpose 
for which your money was going, which you said you gave to the Com- 
munist Party at these meetings ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. You mean at the time? I would say, sir, in 
1937-38—through there. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. And you stayed in attendance at these Communist 
Party meetings from 1936 to 1940? 
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Mr. Crumpaker. I did, sir. I mean—I beg pardon, sir? You said 
1940, You are misinterpreting me to this extent, sir: that they 
werent Communist Party meetings, as such; they were Workers’ Alli- 
ance, so-called Communist organization fraction meetings sometimes, 


and sometimes they were Washington Commonwealth Federation, 
but most of the meetings, sir, that I attended were meetings of the 
Washington Commonwealth Federation people in the Washington 
Commonwealth Federation from various groups and from the Work- 
ers’ Alliance, and I very definitely was able to identify many people 
from the Communist Party in those groups who told me that they 
were members. But, sir, 1 will not say, I cannot say that I was will- 
ingly attending fraction meetings, as such, as an interested party; but 
al hese meetings I am speaking of, | was approached many times 
by { (Communist Party for donations. 

Mir. Dorie. Over a pel iod of 4 years ¢ 

Mr. CrumBaker. Over a long period of time. 

Mr. Dorie. Over a period of 4 years ? 

Mr. CruMBAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DoyLr. And you kept on olvine for 4 years to these Causes of 
which you have said that you were highly suspicious ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. Very reluctantly, sir. 

Mr. DoyLe. Nool e compe lled youtog ve, did they 6 

Mr. CrumpBaker. I don’t think so. I was trying to find out what 
was going on. 

Mr. Doyie. Why did you give money to things highly suspicious? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. I wasn’t giving it to a Communist organization: 
I felt I was giving to whatever cause that was asked. 

Mr. Dorie. It was a Communist meeting, wasn’t it ? 

Mir. CruMBAKER. Not all of them. 

Mr. Dorie. Some of them ? 

Mr. Crumnaker. Some of them were Communist fraction meetings; 
and at the time I was invited to go to a Communist fraction meeting, it 
was usually for some kind of literature. I will say that, definitely. 

Mr. Doyte. Did you graduate from college ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. No,sir. I was in my senior year, sir. 

Mr. Doyvte. What was it at the end of about 4 years that you dis 
covered about the Communist Party that you didn’t know when you 
first sti irted to attend these meetings ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. There was a good many things, sir, I didn’t know 
about. 

Mr. Dorie. Give me 2 or 3 of the major things. 

Mr. Crumpaker. Could I explain myself from 1936 on, sir, chrono- 
logically ? 


Mir. Dorie. IT am asking you «a direct question. Give me, say, 2 
. . , : , . 1 , ‘ . >. . . 
of the major things that you discovered about the Communist Party 
, ’ : > oo Ses 
that motivated you to no longer attend these Communist Party frac 
tion meetings that you were not aware of when you started 4 years 
before. 
Mr. Crumraker. I will say this, sir: When I first started attending 
a meeting of the so-called fraction within the Workers’ Alliance, they 
appealed to me on the basis of the Workers’ Alliance program and I 
1 


was not aware of the fact that they were a Communist fraction, but 
in time I did find out that they were. 


-——— 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6§55/ 


Mr. Dorie. How long after you first began to attend them did you 
have your eyes opened to the fact that they were Communist dominated 
and controlled ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. From month to month. 

Mr. Dorie. The first month after you attended ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I would say I was told that they were in favor 
of our program, of the Workers’ Alliance. 

Mr. Doyrxtx. Told by whom ? 

Mr. CruMbBaker. Told by these people. 

Mr. Doy1e. By what people ¢ 

Mr. Croumpaker. Barbara Hartle, John Hartle. Jim Haggin and 
Art Furnish. 

Mr. Doyiz. Were they all leaders of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Later on, sir, I identified them as such; ves, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. Well, at the time they told you this, did you know them 
to be Communist Party leaders ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir, they told me they were. 

Mr. Dorie. Yet you stayed in the group ? 

Mr. CrumpAker. I mean—I didn’t stay as a member; no, sir; I was 
invited to the meetings. 

Mr. Doytx. You took advantage of their meetings and their courtesy 
and their hospitality-—— 

Mr. CruMBAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. For 4 years, about 4 years? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, your implication is that I was attending as 
a member of the Communist fraction: I was not. I was invited to 
attend these meetings. Some were Workers’ Alliance: some of them 
were so-called fraction meetings, which I discovered in time. 

Mr. Dorie. You say you were invited. Do I understand you to 
imply that every meeting you attended you received a special invitation 
to go toé 

Mr. CrumBaAker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. Who from? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Jim Hagegin. 

Mr. Doyix. He invited you to every meeting you attended ¢ 

Mr. CromBaker. Most of them, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Invited you especially every time for 4 years; other- 
wise you wouldn’t have gone. Is that what you are telling me? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Sir, I attended meetings over a period of 4 years, 
but the inference, as I understand, sir, was that it was a good number 
of meetings, and I don’t think it was too many. 

Mr. Doyie. One meeting a month? 

Mr. Crumpaxker. No, sir. 

Mr. Doyzr. One meeting in 2 months? 

Mr. CrumBaAker. No, sir. 

Mr. Dorin. Three months? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Maybe 4 months, sir. 

Mr. Doyzir. That would be 12 meetings ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Yes, sir. I will very willingly admit that. 

Mr. Doyix. Were you in the public service at that time? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I was with the Works Progress Administration: 
yes, sir. 

Mr. Dove. You were a public official ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Well, I was what you would call in research. 
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Mr. Doytxr. An employee of an important Federal unit? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. A minute ago, you said, in answer to counsel’s ques- 
tion, that they told you—whoever they were you referred to told you 
about this, what the »y believed ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. Some of them did, sir. 

Mr. Dove. Do you mean Mrs. Hartle and those people? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyir. When they told you what they believed, what did you 
do about it ? 

Mr. Crompaker. I didn’t do anything about it, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What did they tell you they believed? You knew they 
were Communist leaders. 

Mr. Crumpaker. They tried to explain to me what their program 
was, sir, and I wouldn’t accept . all. 

Mr. Doytr. When did they begin trying to tell you about their 
program and what they elioeed: during the first year ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir—possibly once, and then each year, why, 
6 or 4 times. 

Mr. Dorie. That is 4 times in 2 years. How about the third year? 

Mr. CRUMBAKER. They told me Sean the program, yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. And the fourth year, they told you? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. They told me a little again, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. And you still tanned in the 4 years after they told you 
10 or 12 times ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, I wasn’t a member. 

Mr. Doyie. This is the most unusual case I have heard of in my 
years on this committee, sir—I am being perfectly frank with you 
the most unusual testimony I have ever heard under any similar con 
ditions 

Mr. Crumpaker. Sir, could I explain to you my interpretation of 
this thing? 

Mr. Dorner. Of what thing? 

Mr. Crumpaker. Of what you are talking about, as to its being 
most unusual for me to attend. 

Mr. Doyir. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaker. I would like to say this: that in 1936, when Mr. 
Jim Haggin talked to me about membership in heb Centon Party, 
and which I refused to join, he told me ki ldingly thi - there were first 
grade- second-grade and third-grade Commies, and he said that I was 
a third-grade Commie, a person that supposedly cooperated with the 
appropriations program of the Workers’ Alliance and knew that the 
Commies were supporting it, sir, and I told him that I wasn’t in any 
way or form a member of the Communist Party, that I was a member 
of the Workers’ Alliance and the (Washington) Commonwealth Fed- 
eration and that any knowledge or any information he gave me was on 
that basis. 

Mr. Dorie. What did they tell you about the change of our form of 
government, if anything, during the 4 years? 

Mr. Crumepaker. That was something that I was unable to ascertain 
at. first, sir, except when I read the literature I could see eventually 
what the end was. 

Mr. Dorie. You never asked them about that, I assume ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I think I did; yes, sir. 
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Mr. Dorie. You read about it—and whom did you ask about it? 

Mr. Crumpaker. | asked Barbara Hartle and Jim Haggin. 

Mr. Dorie. What did the »y te |] you ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaker. They tr ‘ied to say they were good Americans and 
were going to do it by democratic princip les, and I didn’t believe them. 

Mr. Dorie. You didn’t believe that the first time they told you, 
did you ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. No, sir. 

Mr. Doyite. Why didn’t you get out of the gang then ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I wish the heck I had. I am very sorry for any 
thing I done during tiat period. And I will say this very emphati 
cally to this committee: that everybody today should be very defi 
nitely careful about joining any organization until he very definitely 
finds out if it is Communist or Communist dominated, because I am 
against - 

Mr. Doyix. You became convinced that they were not good Ameri 
cans, didn’t you 4 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. What did you do about it when you came to that con 
clusion ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I withdrew. 

Mr. Dorie. You concluded that they were dangerous citizens. 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Let me qualify, in answer to that, sir, in this re 
spect: It was popular knowledge at the time, sir—in 1939—that the 
Communists were infiltrating in various groups, but I, myself, sir, did 
not consider them a threat because it was such a small minority: but 
at a later date, when the war came on, when the defense period came, 
that was the time when they were a definite threat 

Mr. Dorie. What year was that ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. | would say the defense efforts were really grow- 
ing in 1940, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. They were a real threat in 1940? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. I am sure of that, sir. 

Mr. Doyir. You knew a group in Spokane that you considered a 
real threat in 1940? 

Mr. CRUMBAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What did you do about it? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I didn’t do anything about it, because other people 
were doing something about it. 

Mr. Dorin. How did you know ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I observed in the newspapers—by reading about 
t: what my friends told me; what the Democrats told me. 

Mr. Doyir. This is the last question, sir. 

In 1936 or 1937 to 1940 you knew that a group of men and women 
in your community, in which you were an employee of an important 
agency of the Federal Government, in 1940, because of the war, be- 
vane dangerous citizens ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Yes, sir; I knew that. 

Mr. Doyir. Yet you did nothing about it to help your Government ? 

Mr. CrumpBaker. Yes; I did, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What did you do? 

Mr. Crumpaker. That is what I wanted to explain. 

I was a Democrat, as such. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, you needn’t be ashamed of that. 
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Mr. Crumpaxer. As I went along, I kept informing the people I 
knew in the Democratic circles that these people were Communists and 
that they had a definite threat; and they took that information and 
they told me to get some more, and IJ did. 

Mr. Dorie. Whom did you give it to? 

Mr. Crumpaxer. Mr. Pat Dunbar, Democrat central chairman of 
the Democrat Party in Spokane County. I gave it to Mr. Ed Connol- 
ley, who is also a me silane of the Democ rat Central Committee. I met 
in their offices, sir, and told them about who was Commies. I took 
Mr. Pat Dunbar down to the Desert Hotel one time and pointed out 
a Communist official by the name of Mr. Morris Rap paport. 

Mr. Dove. Was he an official of the Communist Party in Spokane ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. I don’t believe so. He was identified as some- 
one 

Mr. Doyix. Did you ever report Communist activities to others than 
those men ¢ 

Mr. Crumpaxker. I don’t believe so—because they told me everybody 
knew about it, the FBI knew about it. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why this witness should not be 
e NC used 4 

Mr. Tavenner. No, except, Mr. Chairman, we will want to inter- 
rogzate him further 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the witness will be continued under the 
ubpena of the committee subject to the eall of the committee. 

Mr. Crumpaker. Mr. Chairman, may I makea very short statement ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Crumpaxker. I want to be on record, sir, that I think this com- 
mittee is doing a very fine job, and I am very sorry that a loose bandy- 
no of names, as to ey idence prese nted here, indicated that I was a 
member of the Communist Party. In fact, I was not a member of the 
Communist Party. And I ee newspapers said that I was 
. district organizer of the Communist Party. I was not a district 
organizer of the Communist Party: I was a district organizer of the 
Washington Commonwealth Federation, which at that time I did not 
f" ink was subversive. 

That is my position: That I belonged to organizations which at the 

me were not declared subversive but at a later date they were so de 

lared and - became evident of it, sir, and I withdrew from it, and I 
felt T wasa better American by withdrawing from it. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it true that the things that were to draw those 
activities to the attention of the Federal Government were in fact 
taking place during the period of your membership ? 

Mr. Crumpaker. My membership in what ? 

Mr. JACKSON. The org anizat ons to which you have reference. You 
SA a afte they acai vou got out. 

Mr. Crumpaker. I said in 1940 T got out of them—long before they 
vere cited. In fact. I believe, sir. that as far as I have been able to 
iscertain it was not until 1950 that these organizations were declared 
ubversive on the Secretary of State’s list. 

Mr. Jackson. I would say as far as the bandying of names around, 
t would certainly seem to me that Mrs. Hartle had evident reason to 
elieve that you were a member of the Communist Party. Seeing you 
n closed meetings of the Communist Party. I think woul | obviously 
ead one to that conclusion, whether rightfully or wrongfully. I am 


1 
} 
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not passing on the merits of the claim at all, but I would certainly feel 
that that identification was made in all good faith. 

Mr. Crumpaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. In believing you to be a member. 

Mr. Crumpaker. Mr. Jackson, if I may, sir, I wish to state that at 
no time during this period of time did I determine myself as an indi 
vidual that at the time was doing anything un-American or subversive. 
But I did become aware of the fact that the organizations were becom 
ing subversive: that was the reason why I withdrew. 

[ want to also state, sir, that we signed a non-Commie affidavit i1 
our Department, and | signed that without reservation because I knev 
lh my own neart and conscience that I would never belong toa sub 
versive organization. 

Mr. AY KSON, Let me ask you this: Do you cleny ‘ategol cally that 
you were ever a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. CruMBAKER. Yes, sir 

Mr. Jackson. Do you deny categorically that you ever paid dues 
as such ? 

Mr. CruMBAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you ever pay dues to the Young Communist 
League or to the Communist Political Association at any time / 

Mr. Crumpaker. I deny that. 

Mr. Jackson. And you were never a member of the Socialist Work 
ers Party? 

Mr. CruMmBAKeErR. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Subject to being continued under the subpena, you 
are excused. 

( Wit hess excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. At this time the committee will stand in recess until 
oO: OU. 

(Whereupon, at 3:40 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 3:50 p.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 3:50 p. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Caughlan. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN CAUGHLAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALFRED J. SCHWEPPE AND PHILIP BURTON 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, sir? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subeommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. CAuGHLAN. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. John Caughlan ? 

Mr. Caucuuan. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify themselves for the record ? 

Mr. Scuweprr. I am Alfred J. Schweppe of the Seattle bar, ap- 
pearing here by request and assignment by the president of the Seattle 
sar Association, who is concerned that Mr. Caughlan should have 
appropriate defense. 
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In that respect, I would like, with the permission of the committee, 
to make a very brief statement, which I think the committee would 
like to hear. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Schweppe, would it be just as convenient for you 
if we waited until after the witness has given his testimony ? 

Mr. Scuwerre. I would prefer to state it now, if I may. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The witness will be excused from the 
chair during the time that the statement is being made in line with 
the rules of the committee. 

(Witness temporarily excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Schweppe. 


STATEMENT OF ALFRED J. SCHWEPPE 


Mr. S HWEPPE, This committee needs no suggestion of the im- 
portance of persons appearing before this committee, or in any official 
public proceeding, h: aving the need and desire of counse l. 

[ was delighted the other day when I read in the paper that when 
a witness appeared who did not have counsel, the committee called 
on the Seattle Bar Association LO furnish counsel, and that associa- 
{ has undertaken to furnish counsel in conformity with the oath 
that eve ry lawyer takes in the State of Washington, one portion of 
which reads 
I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself. the cause of the 
lefenseless or oppressed— 

I have here that oath, which every member of the Washington State 
Bar swears to when he becomes admitted to the bar. This oath—the 
Washingto1 form —incidentally has been recommended to the bar of 
the United States by the American Bar Association and appears at the 
end of the canons of ethics. 

: woukd like to direct attention to one other point in this oath of the 
Washington State Bar, because it falls within the province of this 
committee. Paragraph 2 of this oath reads as follows: 


I will support the Constitution of the United States and the constitution of 
the State of Washington: I am not now and never have been a member of any 
ganization or party having for its purpose and object the overthrow of the 


United States Government by force or violence. 


This is the first State having any court rule putting that provision 
in its oath. It got into the oath several years ago through the activi- 


ties of the committee of which Mr. Tracey Griffin, with whom I think 
the committee is acquainted, was a member. 


I would like to say further with reference to the appearance of coun- 
sel and the misunderst — tl at some me pa rs of the public some- 
times have—and it 1s Important { case because I am associated 


here th a young man, Mr. Philip Ruitin: wa is offering his serv- 


ices at the request and direction of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
vho Man't nformed me that he has already suffered criticism and pre]- 
udice by reason of his sates ing to appear—to act under those cir- 


cumstances as counsel to Mr. Caughlan. 

Therefore, I would like to put into the record—I won’t read it— 
both the Oath of Attorney and the resolution of the American Bar 
Association adopted at Boston last fall. I am a member of the house 
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of delegates and had the privilege of voting for that resolution, which 
reads as follows: 

Resolved, 

1. That the American Bar Association reaffirms the principles that the right of 
defendants to the benefit of assistance of counsel and the duty of the bar to pro- 
vide such aid even to the most unpopular defendants involves public acceptance 
of the correlative right of a lawyer to represent and defend, in accordance with 
the standards of the legal profession, any client without being penalized by hav- 
ing imputed to him his client’s reputation, views, or character. 

2. That the association will support any lawyer against criticism or attack in 
connection with such representation, when, in its judgment he has behaved in 
accordance with the standards of the bar. 

3. That the association will continue to educate the profession and the public 
on the rights and duties of a lawyer in representing any client, regardless of the 
unpopularity of either the client or his cause. 

4. That the association request all State and local associations to cooperate 
fully in implementing these declarations of principles. 

And may I say, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, that 
the Seattle Bar Association, shortly after this resolution was adopted 
adopted a similar resolution and insists upon living up to those 
principles. 

Those members of the public who seem to misunderstand why law- 
yers appear in certain causes need only to ask themselves that one 
question : “Suppose I were in trouble and I was told that no member 
of the bar would defend me according to the law of the land?” Any- 
body who asks himself that question will understa and that lawyers 
inust defend people as a matter of ob ligation mee i i duty to their 
profession regardless of what the character of YP roceeding is in 
which the client happens to be involved. 

I wish to state further that I am associated here, as I said before, 
with this young man, Mr. Philip Burton, who is appearing here, he 

nforms me, asa representative of the American Civil Liberties U nion, 
which also desires to extend counsel to Mr. Caughlan. 

(The Oath of Attorney, which Mr. Schweppe requested be placed 
in the record, follows:) 


OATH OF ATTORNEY 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 


County of —- entecgtaie, Set 
3 . .. do solemnly swear 
1. I am a citizen of the United States, and owe my allegiance thereto. 
2. I will support the Constitution of the United States and the constitution 
f the State of Washington; I am not now and never have been a member of any 


rganization or party having for its purpose and object the overthrow of the 
United States Government by force or violence; 


3. I will abide by the Canons of Professional Ethics approved by the Supreme 
Court of the State of Washington: 
[ will maintain the respect due to the court of justice and judicial officers; 


5. I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear 
to me to be unjust, or any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable 
under the law of the land, unless it be in defense of a person charged with a 
publie offense ; I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided 
to me such means only as are consistent with truth and honor, and will never 
seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false statement of fact or 
law; 

6. I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my 
client, and will accept no compensation in connection with his business except 
from him or with his knowledge and approval; 

7. I will abstain from all offensive personality, and advance no fact preju- 
dicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness unless required by the 
justice of the cause with which I am charged ; 
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8. I will never reject from any consideration personal to myself, the cause 
with which I am charged; 
9. ] never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause 


of the defenseless or oppressed, or delay any man’s cause for lucre or malice. 
So he lp me God. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this — day of —— 19—. 

—_——, Judge. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you very much for your statement, Mr. 
Schweppe. ' 

First of all, I should like to say that the committee was very happy 
when the president of the Seattle Bar Association appeared before 
the committee on the lay before vesterday, I believe, representing 
a Witness who stated before the committee that he did not have funds. 

Tl e committee welcomes vou here today in your capac itv as legal 
counsel. On many oceasions, and I am sure on the occasion of every 
hear ng which this committee has held any where, we have attempted 
to make it ve ry « lear that the committee does not look past the repre 
sentation into the motives of any attorney who appears before us. 
It is explicit in the rules of the committee that we will not attempt 
to explore the confidential relationship between counsel and chent, 
and questions are avoided which might give the impression that that 
confidential relationship Was in any way being violated. 

Certainly the committee feels that the Seattle Bar Association reso- 
lution which has just been introduced into the record is in the best tra- 
dition of American jurisprudence and we are very happy to have it 
in there. 

(nce again. on behalf of t] e committee, | welcome you as a dis- 
ti ols) ed member of the Seattle Bar. 

Mr. Doyle, do you care to say anything ? 

Mr. Dr YLE. As long as you have called on me for a word, Mr. Chair- 
man, IT will join in the remarks of my subcommittee chairman. 

As past president of my own local bar association in California, as 
past vice president of the State Bar of California Delegates and as 
a member at present, and having been a member of the California 
leo slative committee of the State bar for several years, I compliment 
the Seattle Bar Assov lation on what they have done in representing 
these witnesses, and I also wish to compliment the young man from 
the American Civil Liberties Union for coming on the same basis as 
counsel 


I think perhaps, Mr. Chairman, it is appropriate for me to make this 


observatio1 and I am sure that I am not mistake n. although I don’t 
have the book of the Ameri “an Bar Association with me on my desk 


here to lay. 

I think the very committee that you referred to, Mr. Schweppe, of 
which Mr. Griffin was a distinguished member, recommended to the 
American Bar Association that any lawyer who is a member of the 
Communist Party be disbarred, and I am sure that the record sO 
speaks by a resolution in which Mr. Griffin joined in 1951. 

Mr. Jackson. I would add only, with reference to the bar asso- 
ciation resolutions, that the activities of this committee were officially 
endorsed by the house of delegates of the American Bar Association, 
a matter in which we who serve upon the committee take considerable 
pride. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN CAUGHLAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ALFRED J. SCHWEPPE AND PHILIP BURTON—(Resumed) 


Mr. Cauauian. Now, sir, may I make a statement in regard to 
counsel that is representing me ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. CauGuuan. I want to state, with the consent of counsel, first 
of all to express my gratitude to the bar association and the American 
Civil Liberties Union for the action which they have taken; sec- 
ondly, to state that counsel representing me here is not only counsel 
who has been ap panies by the Seattle Bar and the American Civil 
Liberties Union but likewise is counsel fully of my own « hoice ; and, 
thirdly, that I consider both of my counsel distinguished gentlemen. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Caucuian. Now may I state a legal objection, sir, to any fur- 
ther questions being asked me? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, you may state it. 

Mr. CauGHuian. I want to state as an objection to further questions 
being asked me that the Constitution provides for the separation of 
powers of the Government into judicial, legislative, and executive. 
When President Truman was summoned by Mr. Velde to appear be- 
fore this committee, he raised as an objection for appearing and based 
his refusal to appear before the committee the ground that he was 
a past Chief Executive and this was an invasion of the executive power 
of the Government. 

I wish to state that my being subpenaed here in the midst of my 
representation as counsel, as an officer of the judicial branch of Gov- 
ernment, both of the United States courts and of the courts of the 
State of Washington, as an officer of the court, was and is an invasion 
of the judicial power of Government. 

I might state, sir, that since my being subpenaed, my office phone 
has been practically out of business. The bar association, I on in- 
formed, was flooded by calls. Some of the calls to my office were of 
an anonymous character of a profane and vicious kind. The bar as- 
sociation was flooded and even distinguished counsel and their homes 
have not been free from such anonymous calls. This committee, sir, 
has stirred up the deepest bigotry, intolerance, and hatred in this 
community- 

Mr. Doyix. Mr. Chairman, I recognize the witness as a member o 
the bar. Nevertheless, 1 see no reason why we should go extremely 
beyond the time or the methods that we have been required to use for 
other witnesses, and I submit that this charge that the committee has 
caused bigotry, and so forth, is not a legal reason for him not to answer 
questions. Therefore I call for order. 

Mr. Jackson. I think the point has been raised as to the jurisdiction 
of the committee, and the Chair would like to correct one statement 
that in the midst of your representation you were called as a witness. 
It is my understanding from our own distinguished counsel and from 
our investigators that you had completed your representation of your 
clients. 

Mr. CavGHian. vm is correct, sir, although I had to put up a little 
bit of a fight for it—and those who noticed what happened the day 
before yesterday wil recall. 

Mr. Jackson. As soon as it was brought to the attention of the com- 
mittee that you had additional clients, it was very quickly decided 
that vou should not in any case be called. 
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As far as the separation of the powers are concerned, it is quite 
true that the legislative and the judicial and the executive branches 
constitionally are separated. However, in the charge laid upon this 
committee under the provisions of Public Law 601, there is no im- 
munity or exemption granted to any citizen by virtue of his occupation 
or his calling. In the Los Angeles area, for instance, the committee 
discovered branches of the Communist Party oleae ised entirely of 
attorneys. ‘Those attorneys were duly sage ved to appear and give 
testimony as would have been any ‘other citizen regardless of his 
occupation. 

In light of that fact, unless there is objection from Mr. Doyle, the 
committee will continue its usual procedure of questioning. 

Mr. Cavenuan. I haven’t quite completed my legal reason, sir. I 
just wanted to state that, based upon the reason that the issuance of 
the subpena to me represents, I believe, an invasion of my function 
here as an officer of the court discharging to the best of his ability the 
function which he has sworn by the oath which has already been men- 
tioned here, and the duty whic h he owes of zealous and warm devotion 
to the cause of his client, that there has definitely been an invasion; 
that therefore this committee, in rec cognition of that fact and, if I may 
say so, sir, in recognition of the general situation which exists that I 
mentioned when Mr. Doyle interrupted me, I believe that the subpena 
should be withdrawn and that I should be excused from further testi- 
fying. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson conferred with Mr. Doyle.) 

Mr. Jackson. I have conferred with Mr. Doyle, and it is the unani 
mous opinion of both members of the subcommittee that the objection 
contrary notwithstanding, the hearing will continue. 

You may proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. ae 

Mr. Caucuuan. I was born in Nevada, Mo., August 25, 1909. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a resident of the city of Sez aot 

Mr. CavGHian. Yes, sit 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How lor o have you resided here ¢ 

Mr. Caveutan. I don’t recall exactly. It has been a long time. I 
went to high school here and college. I was East attending Harvard 
Law School and Yale for a short time. and I have resided here ever 
since, It has been a long t me. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a practicing attorney ? 

Mr. Caventan. Let me see. I think I graduated from law school 
in 1935 probably L936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Caughlan, the committee has information indi 
eating that you may have ietial information relating to activities of 
the Communist Party within the area of Seattle. The en Sowsentacn 
that the committee has is that which you probably heard during the 
course of these heari Ings when Mr a Barbara Hartle testified, which | 
shall not repeat; and, in addition to that, the committee has received 
the testimony of Elizabeth Boges Cohen, who testified before this 
committee in Los Angeles, Calif., on May 28, 1954, and during the 
course of her testimony she told the committee that she, herself, had 
become a member of the Communist Party in Seattle in 1936 and had 
continued her membership until 1943, approximately, at which time 
she withdrew from the Communist Party. She advised the committee 
that for a period of about 2 years during her membership, namely, 
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between 1936 and 1938, she was chairman of the King County member- 
ship committee of the Communist Party in Seattle. She was asked to 
describe activities of the Communist Party and also to advise the com- 
mittee of those with whom she came in contact as Communist Party 
members. She testified, for instance, as to the visit to this community 
of high functionaries of the Communist Party from New York; she 
testified that she had met with members of the district committee of 
the Communist Party; she testified as to trade-union members with 
whom she came in contact within the Communist Party. She also 
told the committee of other members, of other persons she met as Com- 
munists, and among them was John Caughlan, attorney. 

Now if the information which the committee has received through 
the witness who has been testifying here this week, Mrs. Barbara 
Hartle, and through Mrs. Elizabeth Boggs Cohen is correct, you are 
in a position indeed to give this committee factual information. 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 
Burton. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Now that is the basis for my questions. 

I now want to ask you whether or not you have been a member of 
the Communist Party in Seattle ? 

Mr. CauGuian. That is your question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. CauGuian. May I confer with counsel for just a moment ? 

At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 
Surton. ) 

Mr. CauGuuan. Sir, I want to answer your question by first stating 
my legal objections to the question, ask you to rule upon those, and 
then I will take whatever action may be deemed appropriate. 

May I have the privilege of doing that, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it has been the practice of this com- 
mittee, as long as I have known anything about it, not to honor objec 
tions made e questions that are propounded but to require the witness 
to answer or to refuse to answer and, in either course, give him an 
pcs Po to explain his testimony. An objection before either of 
those alternatives, it is my suggestion, is out of place. 

Mr. Caucuian. Then may I have the opportunity to state my legal 
objections to that question, upon advising you as to my answer / 

Mr. Jackson. No. It seems to me, unless Mr. Doyle objects, that we 
are following what has been the standard practice of the committee for 
many years. 

Mr. CaueHan. I will answer and give you my reasons therefor. 

Mr. Jackson. That is the standard procedure; and, if you will be 
good enough to follow that, I am sure that the committee will be happy 
to hear your reasons for so answering. 

Mr. Cavucuian. Thank you. I will express my reasons for my 
answer. 

My answer to that question is that I decline to answer upon the fol- 
lowing reasons, which I wish now to state. I wish to state first that 
under the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, in 
being asked that question, I am being denied due process of law. 

The fifth amendment provides that “No person shall be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property without due process of law.’ 

Now my principal property—that which I value most—is my good 
name and re putation in this community; it is my chief asset. “( Good 
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lame in man or woman is the immediate Jewel of the soul,” said Shake 
are. I oe go on and complete the quotation—but let it be said 
hat “He ho filehes from me my good name robs me of that which 
not el richath him and leaves me poor indeed.’ 

Now that is the property rnght of which IT am being deprived in the 
Follow Ing manner: Before th s committee, 1n closed SeSSION and in open 
sion, persons come and make statements or « — about others 
1 this case about me. ‘| his constitutes a dep1 ‘val ot propert) \ b V de- 
famation: or. to use a legal term. Mr. Mitchell Fr: naire Tulane Law 
School. in a recent article, says, “This is the process ot punishment by 

nfamy. 

I have been infamed o1 defamed before this committee 

Now it is nota persons right to _— a ood hame, if th ev do noi 

rve that good name, and there are judicial processes for de ‘priving 

} on of his food name. ‘| mae ‘adie ial processes are we li recog- 
nized and they are set forth, sir, in the sixth amendment to the Consti 
tution, Which I now wish a to refer to—paraphrasing it. 

mas = hearines.” to par: phrase, “where one’s good name is sought 
to be de pr cal ot one the: LCCLISE a shi ill e njoy the 7 riaht toa speedy and 
publie tee ing by an impartial trier of the fact.’ 

(sentlemen, | think it needs no comment to say that Iam not before 
an impartial body at this time. 

Mr. JACKSON. May | say, sir, that you are proceeding to lecture a 
congressional investigating committee upon points of law which might 
be well placed In a courtroom but certainly are not pertinent to this 
committee and the powers under which it ope rates / Those powers are 
expressly delegated to the committee, and we at every opportunity state 
over and over again that this is not a court of law. 

No charge has been made against you by this committee. We are 
attempting only to seek out information from you which you may or 
may not have in your possession. If you do not have it, that is one 
thing: if vou do have it, you may not wish to discuss it. But certainly 
th sis not inany way a forum of law. 

At this point Messrs. $ Schweppe and Burton conferred with Mr. 
se ne va 

Mr. Jackson. This is an err, eagpe aig “gene ge with very 
definite and spec ific responsibilities under the law which organized 
it and put it in motion; and so I do not see that these oe of law, as 
interesting as they may be, relate to the functions of a congressional 
committee. 

Mr. Caventan. Sir, I will complete the statement that I made in 
that regard, because I feel that my reasons should appear upon the 
record of this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Certainly there is no desire on the part of the com- 
mittee to limit your reasons. 

Mr. Caveman. When one is deprived of one’s good name—and cer- 
tainly I think there can be no disagreement that there has been defama- 
tion before this committee as far as I am concerned—one should enjoy 
those rights guaranteed in the sixth amendment of cross-examination 
to expose the character of the accusation, the right to be heard before 
an impartial tribunal, and the other rights which one is guaranteed 
before one’s property is taken away from him or should be taken away 
from him. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6569 


It is for that reason that I say the asking of that question to me— 
under the circumstances that exist before this committee—the asking 
of that question to me is to deprive me of my property, and my life, 
or at least all that makes life worth living, without any part of that 
due process of law that one comes to associate with judicial -_ eedings. 

To complete the reasons that I stated here, — property right is 
the right of representation of persons which I, as a lawyer, aa duty- 
bound have this charge, but which depends ae my good name and 
reputation. Moreover, my clients "em the right to expect of me, as 
an attorney, that the confidences which ches have reposed in me will 
be respected and that I will not be taken before some committee and 
compelled to testify concerning the confidences of clients. 

The bringing me before this committee under the circumstances that 
here exist puts my clients in fear—I might add needless fear—in fear 
that they will be deprived of the right of the confidence which they 
have in me. 

Now I want to say that I rely upon that portion of the fifth amend- 
ment, and I do so state. I wish to rely further, sir, upon the rights 
which I believe are guaranteed to me and to every citizen under the 
first amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

In order that there may be no shadow of doubt as to what I mean 
by those rights, I want to say that I believe that, calling me before 
this committee, I am being deprived of my freedom of speech, asso- 
ciation and assemblage, because the guaranty of the first amendment 
and the way that the first amendment operates is that I have the right, 
if I as an individual wish to exercise it, of believing and expressing 
that belief and associating with others who believe that—for example: 
this committee is a very disgraceful affair—I have the right to believe 
that. 

Now the operation whereby this right is taken away from me or 
the right, for example, to believe anything else I may want to, no 
matter how unpopular, is this: that the operation of this committee 
is as follows: Because the Communist Party may oppose this com- 
mittee—if it does—the McCarthyite committee, if it does—the Jenner 
or Velde committee—if it does; and because I and I believe thousands 
of others, millions of other decent people do likewise; if they oppose 
this committee and express that opposition they are stated to be fol- 
lowing the Communist Party line and thus to be tarred with the Com- 
munist brush. 

Just by way of brief illustration, Congressman Scherer pointed 
to a button a witness was wearing, which button said “Joe must 20, 
meaning of course McCarthy must go, and Mr. Scherer said, “So long 
as you wear that button and people ‘like you wear that button,” mean- 
ing, rather illogically, that such a person was presumed to be a Com- 
munist simply because he relied on the fifth amendment, “So long as 
you and persons like you wear that button, Joe will never go.” What 
he meant was that if a Communist or a person charged with being ¢ 
Communist supports a laudable objective that it is ‘unsafe for other 
Americans to support such laudable objectives. 

Gentlemen, I believe that in advancing that philosophy, which is the 
very foundation-stone of this committee, the first amendment is torn 
to shreds and violated. 


48069—54—pt 
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Mr. Jac poeta May I ask you, Mr. Caughlan, if Mr. Scherer or any- 
one else has the right to the opinion that he expressed ? 
Mr. CauGHian. Sir, incidentally, I assume that for the moment the 


other question that is before me is withdrawn so that I can answer 
thisone. Can I assume that ? 

Mr. J ACKSON, Yes. 

Mr. Caventan. Thank you. Mr. Scherer has the right, as you 
have the right or anyone e Ise } has the right, to express any opinion they 
wish under the first amendment. The problem is this: That for you, 
Ir, as a representi itive or as a supposed as a representative let us 


eave out anything else—of the Government to come here, as you have 
done, sir, with certain witnesses called before vou, and asking them, 
“Now will you } romise never to give any more money to such ‘ and such 


Q°3 


a cause?” telling them what they can give money for: “Will you prom- 
ise never to subscribe to such and such a paper?” te Hing them- 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute. We never said such a thing, and you 
ky ow it. 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t think it appears in the record. 

Mr. Caueuian. I heard the questioning the other day of Mr. Shain 
before this committee. 

Mr. Dorrie. You never heard us tell him never to give another 
cent 

Mr. Cavennan. I heard you ask him: “Now have you listened ? 
Have you learned your lesson? Don’t give any more money to these 
organizations.” And I heard him, in a shoe king displ: iy, I feel, of the 
loss of human dignity of a human being before this committee—I heard 
him promise in humiliated tones, no, he would never do anything of 
that sort. 

Now if I misheard or misinterpreted what happened, I stand cor- 
rected, | ~ that seemed to me to = what was h: appe ning. 

Mr. Jackson. Perhaps, Mr. Caughlan, he sincerely felt regret at 
what hehad done. That was my impression, 

Mr. CauGuian. He was compelled to—— 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t believe there was any compulsion on him in 
any regard: I think Mr. Shain was certainly treated with the same 
consideration as he, himself, showed the committee and which, I 
might say, has been the standard prac tice of the committee, to repay 
courtesy with courtesy, dignity with dignity. I believe that that will 
stand on the record. Cert: ainly those who h: 1d an op portunity to view 
these proceedings for a week can come to no other conclusion. We 
have tried to maintain dignity and decorum in this hearing room, 
sometimes under very difficult circumstances. 

However, please proceed with the balance of your statement. 

Mr. Caueuuan. I feel that I have completed my answer to your 
question. 

Now do I understand that the other question is still before the com- 
mittee, that is, whether I was a Communist Party member at any 
time, or something of that sort? I forget. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, that is the question. 

Mr. Caventan. And I was stating my reasons for my declination 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right. 

Mr. Caveuian. Now in connection with my reasons, under the first 
amendment—and without referring again to the illustration that I 
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gave a moment ago—let me quote briefly from the opinion of Mr. 
Justice Jackson in a case a few years ago: 

If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, 
high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, re- 
ligion, or other matters of opinion, or to force citizens to confess by word or act 
their faith therein. If there are any circumstances which permit an exception, 
they do not now occur to us. 

Now may I say that I believe that in calling me before this com 
inittee and, having defamed my character, to ask me that question in 
these circumstances, and depending upon my answer, as was illus 
trated the other day, to make me confess my faith in this or that, is 
certainly a deprivation of my rights under the amendment that I 
have stated. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the pale show that the committee is not at 
Le mpting to force you to sa) y anything. The com mittee has asked you 
a question, to which you may answer “Yes” or “No,” or to which you 
may decline to answer, as you have already done in this instance. 
There is no effort being made to force you, That is one thing that 
should be very clearly in the re ad at this time. 

Mr. Caventan. Sir, I am an attorney myself, we!l represented b 
able counsel, and I can assure you that I will not be forced or intimi 
dated. I don’t intend to be. 

Mr. Jackson. I can assure you that the 
effort to force you. 

Mr. Caueuuan. May I continue? 

Mr. Jackson. May Lask a brief question / 

Mr. Caveuian. Is the present question withdrawn 
while you ask the other ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I will withhold my question. 

Mr. Cavueuuan. Very well. Until this present question is an 
swered¢ I want to complete my answer to the present question 

Mr. Doytr. May I say this, with all due respect to the gentleman 
of the bar? Mr. Chairman, I do hot see why we should FO SO far 
overboard with the gentleman in the matter of time and, merely be 
cause he 1s a lawyer 4 allow him t to argue before us things that are not 
material, that are not pertinent to the question asked. I submit that 
the witness ought to be required to be as reasonably brief as all other 
witnesses have been required to be. And I submit that this is some 
thing that I, as a member of the committee, shall expect. If the gen 
tleman wants to make a speech and argue against the function of the 
committee, let him do it in another tribunal or another place. 

Mr. Caveuuan. Is that a challenge? 

Mr. Dorie. It is an invitation—— 

Mr. Caueuian. L accept. 


committee will make ho 


temporal ily, 


Mr. DoyLe. To be responsive to the question and not to make 
brief here. We have other witnesses to hear yet, I think, and I feel 
that you are going outside the issue—and I be vo you think you are. 
I don’t blame you for wanting to make a record, but don’t take undue 
ime, please. 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 
Burton. ) 

Mr. Cavenian. Let me make this comment, if I may. I would be 
delighted, just delighted, to accept the challenge to discuss this issue 
at length with you or any other member of the committee and, if that 
is the challenge. I accept. 
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Mr. Jackson. Challenges will be issued and accepted outside the 
hearing. 

Mr. Cauguian. May I complete my reasons ? 

Mr. Jackson. It would be appreciated. 

Mr. Caucuian. I will answer the question, sir. I will have to an- 
swer in my own way; I will have to state my objections in the manner 
I feel I must, and that I will do now. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair will bear with you for a short period 
longer. We havea great many more witnesses. None of the witnesses 
who have appeared have been permitted to expound at such consid- 
erable length. The Chair does not want unduly to cut you off, but I 
wish you would hurry along. ; 

Mr. Caventan. Thank you. I next want to state that under the 
fourth amendment, which is very closely related to the first and fifth 
amendments, I believe that this committee’s asking me or any other 
witness the question that you have just propounded to me is an in- 
vasion of my rights of privacy and, in effect, an unlawful search and 
seIZure, 

| would like in that connection just to read briefly the following 
from an opinion of the Supreme Court—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. The witness has stated his legal oround. The matter 
of argument which he is now proposing to make is one that has been 
made before this committee at numerous times. I suggest that the 
witness be limited to the presentation of his points without such 
elaborate argument. 

Mr. Caueuuan. Sir, I am not arguing; I am stating my point. 

Mr. Tavenner. By way of argument. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair will state now that any material or matter 
which is not directly responsive to the question pending—and, cer- 
tainly, decisions of the Supreme Court I do not believe are, in this 
instance—will not be accepted by the committee and will be stricken 
trom the record. 

Mr. Caveutan. Very well. I, nevertheless, because a record is 
being made, will complete, if I may, my answer to the question, stat- 
ing my legal reasons. 

Mr. Jackson. It is now 26 minutes of 4. Will 6 minutes more en- 
able you to state the balance of your constitutional grounds? 

Mr. Caueuian. I can’t say. I hope so. 
fr. Jackson. Well, I will say that in 6 minutes I hope that you 
will have them all in the record. 

Mr. Caventan. I think if I am uninterrupted, very likely I can 
proceed to state my grounds adequately in that length of time, and I 

ll endeavor to do so. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Caueutan. I was just mentioning at the time of the interrup- 
tion that under the fourth amendment one is, it seems to me, protected 
from unlawful inquiries, searches and seizures, and the Supreme Court 
has illustrated that and commented on that in an opinion in Jones 
against the Securities and Exchange Commission, stating the 
following: 


No one can read these two great opinions, 
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referring to two cases, 

without perceiving how closely allied in principle are the three great protective 
rights of the indivdual: that against compulsory self-accusation; that against 
unlawful searches and seizures; and that against unlawful inquisitorial investi- 
cations. They were among the intolerable abuses of the Star Chamber, which 
brought that institution to an end at the hands of the Long Parliament in 1640. 
Even the shortest step in the direction of curtailing one of these rights must be 
halted immediately lest it is served as a precedent for further advances in the 
same direction or for the wrongful invasion of others. 

Now with that statement with respect to the right which a person 
has not to have his privacy, that is, his political views, his opinions, 
his thoughts investigated or inquired into, as I believe is being done 
with me at this time, I wish now to state briefly, by reference— what 
other witnesses have referred to, and then to come to another major 
legal point, and that is the fact that under the ninth and tenth amend- 
ments, it seems to me the rights that this committee is inquiring about, 
as far as I am concerned, are those which are reserved to the States and 
to the people. 

Now, sir, in connection with this question, in prefacing my last 
statement of a legal point, I know that you, gentlemen, know—al. 
though I don’t know that everyone knows—that in 1948 I was charged 
before the United States district court in Seattle here with having 
testified falsely in stating that I was not and never had been a member 
of the Communist Party. The indictment alleged that as a false 
statement. I was tried here before an impartial tribunal, an im- 
partial jury. I had the right of cross-examination, and it was exer- 
cised ; and I was acquitted of that charge. 

Now many people don’t understand the law but I think I am safe 
in saying that my distinguished counsel will not advise me and do 
not advise me that if I were to answer that same inquiry before this 
tribunal, even though I was acquitted of it in 1948, that the gentle- 
man, Mr. Canwell, who is sitting back there and who was very in- 
strumental in having me tried at that time, together with you gentle- 
men wouldn’t seek to renew that same matter and have me tried again 
for that same thing even though I was acquitted of it before. Many 
people do not understand the very serious problems which a witness 
faces before these inquisitorial bodies such as this when questions such 
as this are put before them. 

And when you gentlemen have what seems to me is a violation of 
the ninth commandment in the morning and a violation of the fifth 
amendment in the afternoon—the ninth commandment is “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbor’”— 

Mr. Jackson. You are not accusing the committee of bearing wit- 
ness in any respect, are you? 

Mr. Cavcuian. No. It does seem to me, if I can put it this way, 
that that is violated—or during the week, in the morning, and in the 
afternoon we have the fifth amendment violated, and which seems 
to me a further violation of due process. It seems to me it is a viola- 
tion of due process when a witness exercises a privilege and, as one 
court said, a duty under the Constitution that this committee badgers 
that witness and says, “If you weren’t guilty, you wouldn’t be claim- 
ing that privilege,” “If you weren’t a member of the Communist 
Party, you woldn’t be claiming that privilege,” which the members 
of this committee know is not the law. And thus I say, in the morn- 
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ng the ninth commandment is violated; in the afternoon the fifth 
amendment is violated. 

Now what is the fifth amendment? Because I am going to rely 
upon 

Mr. Jackson. You have 1 minute left. 

Mr. CauGuuan. Sir, I am going to state my legal reasons, as best I 
may. 


to state them quite rapidly, because the time was set by the Chair 
and the Chair intends to exercise the authority of the Chair when 
that time has arrived. 

Mr. Cauaciittan. As I have indicated, the statement which has been 
made here, which has been repeated by this witness, without any right 
of cross-examination on my part, is followed, and has been with other 


Mr. Jackson. That is quite all right, but it is going to be necessary 


withesses Who have claimed then rights, with the Statement, “Well, 
sir, you can't possibly need to invoke the fifth amendment if you 
aren't a Communist. You can't possibly need Lo invoke the fifth 


amendment 17 you are not euilty oT some crime.’ 

In conclusion, in stating this point—I mentioned earlier that I am 
a graduate of Harvard Law School, of which I am very proud—I 
want to refer to an article, which I know, from the questiol s that have 
been asked witnesses, has been read and studied by this committee and 
counsel, by Dean Erwin R. Griswold, dean of the Harvard Law School. 

Mr. Jackson. The article is not in my opinion responsive to the 
question which is pending, to which an answer has been declined, and 
since what I believe has been a reasonable period of time, something 
over a half hour, has elapsed, the Chair is going to insist that if there 
ire any more constitutional reasons that you wish to advance, they 
should be advanced briefly at this time and consisting of only con- 
stitutional reasons. 

Mr. Cavuecuuan. There are indeed, and I now refer to the matter 

ich, as I saw, was discussed by Dean Griswold in the article I 
referred to. 

Mr. Jackson. What is the amendment you are invoking / 

Mr. Caventan. Do you want to hear the name of the article? It 

entitled “Fifth Amendment,” by Dean Griswold of the Harvard 
Law School. 

Mr. Jackson. That is most interesting, but I do wish you would in 
VoKe any other constitutional amendment that you wish to invoke. 

Mr. Doyuir. I am sure that we are familiar with that article. 

Mr. Cavenian. I want to state clearly before this committee that I 
rely, without the least apology, upon the following section of the fifth 
amendment. I referred to another section. I am now going to read 
the other section that I rely upon. 

I rely upon the following section of the fifth amendment: “No wit- 
hess shall be compelled In any criminal ease to be—” “No person shall 
be compelled to be a witness against himself.” 

I have stated, sir, the jeopardy in which you seek to place me. I 
rely upon that right which I have, and I affirm it proudly. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. You need make no apology for its use. 

Proceed. Mr. ( ‘ounsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cavennan. Well, there are quite a few answers I have just 
vive I don’t want to state them all over again. 
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Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is satisfied to receive an answer to 
the effect that you refuse to answer upon the same ground, 

Mr. CauGHian. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. Doyze. In view of the gentleman’s statement about this com 
mittee being unconstitutional, following unconstitutional practices 
and interfering with his property rights, inasmuch as this is not a 
court, as the gentle man knows, | want to agaln ci il] ittention to Publhe 
Law 601, and I want to read the first paragraph, Mr. Chairman, so 
that those here and those hav ne heard the ge ad man’s statement Ww ill 
again have this information. 

This committee operates under Public Law 601 passed in the 79th 
Coneress, which time and time and time again has been held constitu 
tional by the highest courts in our land. It states: 

The committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, is 
authorized to make from time to time investigations of the extent, character and 
the objectives of un-American propaganda activities in the United States * * * 
aid Congress in any necessary remedial legislation 

Now that is the burden of Public Law 601, under which this com 
mittee is here, and we are here solely for the purpose of investigating 
the extent to which subversive activities have infiltrated any level, 
experienced Ink the Pacific Northwest area. 

The reason we are « alling so many people this time and asking them 
if they are members of the Communist Party is that the Communist 
Party of the United States was declared subversive as far back as 
December 4, 1947, and at all times since by iwencies of the United 
States Government, including this committee, has been so declared. 
We have declared and our record shows that the Communist Party ot 
the United States from its inception has been a subversive organiza 
tion, By “subversive.” we mean that our record shows and all Gover? 
ment records show that the Communist Party in the United States is 
an organization that believes in, advises, advocates and teaches the 
overthrow by force and violence of the Government of the United 
States as the ve ntleman well knows. 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 
Burton.) 

Mr. nor. May I again say this for the record? * 

If it so happens that the reputation or good will which a person 
holds in a community is injured by reason of that person being sub 
penaed to come be fore this committee, then that is al 

and every member of this committee regrets any such injury or any 
such damage, if it results. But, as I understand the record, Mr. Attor 
hey, you were identified under oath | V two admitted high function 
aries of the Communist Party in the United States in this very area. 
Knowing this, we couldn’t very well overlook you, when you have been 
identified by two persons under oath, just because you are an attor! ey. 

We have no choice under our procedure, Our assignment is to inves 
tigate subversive activities in the United States, wherever and when 
ever Wwe hi: ave reasoni able belief , to be lie ‘ve th: at th 1e \ e xist. Therefore, 
<r ve subpenaed you just like any other person, we did it because 

e believed we had subst: antial evidence, uncontroverted up until that 
ae the fact that these people believed under oath 


ways regrettable, 
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(At this point Mr. 
Burton. ) 

Mr. Dorie. That you were a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. CatGHLAN. psardsy uncontroverted. 

Mr. Doyie. And they so swore. 

Mr. Cavennan. Hardly uncontroverted. After all, the verdict of a 
jury is about as good evidence as you could get. 

Mr. Doyie. We are not a jury, but we were assigned by your Con- 
gress to come here and question people about what they knew about 
subversive activities in the Pacific Northwest ; and we subpenaed you, 
you having been identified by at least two people under oath who were 
admittedly high functionaries of the Communist Party in the North- 
west. 

May I also say this, which I have stated frequently in these hear- 
ings and otherwise? In my book, no inference is to be drawn because 
a witness before this committee uses the fifth amendment or any other 
constitutional defense. 

Mr. Caucuian. May I make one comment, Congressman—briefly ? 

Mr. Dorie. May I say that I just don’t understand why any mem 
ber of the American bar ever joins the Communist Party in the first 
place, and I don’t understand yet why any member of the American 
bar who has ever joined the Communist Party of the United States for 
any motive—whatever his motive was originally—I just don’t under- 
stand why the few members of the bar that I have questioned or who 
have set before us, over the country, when they are given the oppor- 
tunity to help uncover the known subversive Communist conspiracy 
why they don’t come and help their Government, without so many of 
them using their constitutional privileges. Because, as I regard it, 
their duty to their Government and to their oath comes first and, know- 
ing that certain members of the bar must know about the Communist 
conspiracy, which has been so declared by our Government, I just don’t 
see why somany me a rs of the bar refuse to help. 

At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 
Burton.) 

Mr. Dorie. I think that is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Caveuian. Could I—just a moment 

Mr. Dorie. I have one further statement. I want this clear, because 
you emphasized it. 

And I think, Mf. Chairman, it is the first time in these hearings that 
this point has been raised, and I made a note of it. 

[ recognize, of course, that you, as a lawyer, are making a record 
in opposition to the force of your subpena, and therefore 1 recognize 
why you joined in the argument and said that clients have a right to 
believe that their confidential relationship will not be invaded. “Now 
may I say to you, sir, you certainly know that this committee would 
never directly or indirectly ask you, even if you waived your consti- 
tutional privilege, to reveal any confidential relationship that ex- 
isted between you and any client. You know that, I hope. 

Mr. Cavuenan. Is that a question? I will answer that. 

Sir, it is certainly true that no lawyer who respected his oath could 
violate the confidence of a client, but I want to point out that what 
has happened here is this: This committee, with knowledge that I was 
acquitted of the charge that you have again publicly made against 
me 


Caughlan conferred with Messrs. Schweppe and 









oR Tura 


soe naa: 












SOMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6577 


Mr. Jackson. Just a moment. 
Mr. Cavueuian. Wants to put—— 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment. The committee has made no charge 
against you. Let the record show that positively, once and for all 

no charge. 

Mr. Caveuian. You called the witness and you had the witness 
testify 

Mr. Jackson. The witness has made certain allegations in the course 
of her voluntary testimony under oath. 

Mr. CauGuian. Over television—in response to questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee has yet to make any charge against 
you. 

Mr. Caucuian. You procured a public defamation of me. 

What Lam pointing out is this: 

(At this point Messrs. Schweppe and Burton conferred with Mr. 
Cauehlan.) 

Mr. Caventan. You are laying a foundation for a charge, which 
I must say seems to me to be one which you would like to bring against 
me. And the fifth amendment protects persons, not because they are 
guilty, but because some hostile political group—— 

Mr. Doytr. No. No. 

Mr. Caucuian. May seek to prosecute them, though they are abso- 
lutely innocent. 

Mr. Doynr. May I say to the gentleman—we are not laying the 
foundation for any kind of prosecution, and I think the gentleman 
knows that. 

And I add, in good faith, sir, our function is not to lay a foundation 
for prosecution but to uncover at any level, whether in law, in edu- 
cation, in religion, in labor 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Messrs, Schweppe and 
Burton.) 

Mr. Doytr. Or any place else; it is to uncover the extent of sub- 
versive activities in the United States, and you happen to be one of the 
persons who was identified. According to witnesses under oath, you 
are one of the American citizens who, it has been testified, knows con- 
siderable about the functioning of the Communist Party in the North- 
west. We are not laying the groundwork for you to be prosecuted, 
and you know that. 

Mr. Caucuian. I already answered the question before a jury, sir, 
and let me say—— 

Mr. Doy Le. We have ho connection with prosecutions. You know 
that. 

Mr. Cauventan. Let me say this. 

Mr. Jackson. There is no particular point in laboring this point 
any further. We have additional witnesses and a very short period 
of time in which to conclude these hearings today. 

Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think not, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. If not, the witness is excused from further attendance 
under the subpena. 

Thanks is again extended to the Seattle Bar Association for their 
help and representation during the course of these hearings and I 
would appreciate it if that expression is conveyed to the members of 
the Seattle bar. 


48069—54 pt. 86 
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(Witness excused. ) 
Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Karley Larsen. 


TESTIMONY OF KARLEY LARSEN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN F. WALTHEW 


Mr. Jackson. In the testimony that you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Larsen. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Larsen. Karley Larsen, K-a-r-l-e-y L-a-r-s-e-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. It it noted that you are accompanied by counsel. 
Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Wattnew. John F. Walthew of the Seattle bar. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Larsen ? 

Mr. Larsen. I was born at a place called Skjellerup, Denmark— 
and I don’t know how to spell that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are youa naturalized American citizen ? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Larsen. I was naturalized through my father on April 14, 
1921, in the city of Everett. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Larsen. East Stanwood, Route 1. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that in the vicinity of Everett ? 

Mr. Larsen. Approximately 20 or 22 miles from Everett. 

Mr. TAvenNER. How long have you lived there ? 

Mr. Larsen. Some 44 years. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you tell the commitee, please, briefly, what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Larsen. Just through the eighth grade. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation ? 

Mr. Larsen. I am a head loader in the lumber industry. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you worked in the lumber industry ? 

Mr. Larsen. Well, recently, I have only been back there 6 days— 
since the trial of last year. I started last week. Prior to that time 
I put in some 20 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time did you occupy any 
position of prominence in the union, working within that alae? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, I did. 

Mr. TavenneER. What was the name of the union ? 

Mr. Larsen. International Woodworkers of America. I might 
state that originally we organized into the American Federation of 
Labor, the Carpenters and Joiners; in 1935 and 1937 a big section 
of our industry transferred into the International Woodworkers of 
America, CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions have you held within your union, 
that is, within your local ? 

Mr. Larsen. I think the only position that I held in the local union 
was business agent. Now I may be wrong; I may have held some 
other minor position—but I believe business agent is the only one. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I don’t know whether you intended it, but it sounded 
as though you were speaking of business agent in a disparaging 
manner. 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Actually, a business agent is the most important 
man in a local union, is he not? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Far more important than the president of a local 
union ¢ 

Mr. Larsen. It could be possible that I held one of the other posi- 
tions, but I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any position within the national or- 
ganization of your union ? 

Mr. Larsen. Well, in 1938 I was elected president of what is known 
as district No. 2, International Woodworkers of Anierica. 

Mr. Tavenner. What area does district No. 2 include? 

Mr. Larsen. It covers everything from—or I should say it did 
cover the area from the Canadian border down below Olympia, Wash. 
and to the Range of the Cascades. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over how long a period of time did you hold a 
district office ? 

Mr. Larsen. I ran for reelection each year from then up until the 
fall of 1945. At that time I ran for the position of first international 
vice president of the parent organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was that ? 

Mr. Larsen. That was in the fall of 1945. I took office in January 
1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were elected as an international vice 
president ? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavcennErR. How long did you hold the international office? 

Mr. Larsen. It was a 2-year term that the international officers 
were elected to. 

Following the convention in 1947—I believe in October—they de- 
cided to comply with the Taft-Hartley Act, and I chose not to and re- 
signed the position of international vice president. 

Following that, I came home, and I believe I more or less laid around 
for several months, and for a short period I believe I went back as 
an organizer in district No. 2. 

In the summer of 1948 I ran for reelection as president in district 
No. 2 and was reelected. 

Mr. Tavenner. As president of district No. 2, were you required, 
under the law, to sign the Taft-Hartley affidavit? 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir; we were not. The issue arose in 1951 over 
some case back East—I don’t recall which. At that time our district 
decided to comply with the Taft-Hartley Act. On August 3, 1951, I 
signed the anti-Communist affidavit. 

In the year 1952, district No. 2 and what is known as district No. 3 
of the International Woodworkers of America, which was the district 
south of us from Olympia to the Columbia River, merged into one 
combined district council, and at that time I ran for the position of 
first vice president, was elected, and held that position up until 1953, 
when I was removed from office by a convention during the Smith 
Act trial—not by the membership of my union. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now you have spoken of the Smith Act trial. You 
were speaking of the trials that took place here in Seattle, were you 
not ? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did the trials begin ? 

Mr. Larsen. I believe it was April 14 or 15. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And do you recall the date of your indictment ? 

Mr. Larsen. September 17, 1952 

[ should say—lI think that is incorrect. I think I was arrested on 
Sept mber 17 and it seems to me the indictment was September 04. 

Mr. Tavennur. I believe you were acquitted in the trial of that 
case, were you not? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you testify in your own behalf? 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir; I did not. ~ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you represented by counsel during the trial ? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the counsel who represented you? 

Mr. Larsen. Mr. John Walthew, the same counsel IT have with me 
today. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was your counsel during the trial of the case? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. During all of the trial of the case, from beginning 
to end? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he make an opening statement in your behalf 
before the court and the jury ? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes. he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall during the course of that opening 
statement that counsel, acting in your behalf, stated to the court and 
the jury the following—I “apts » from page 1294 of the transcript of 
the record of the trial of the 7 nited States of America, Plaintiff, v. 
Ht mry P. Huff and others. No. 48563 


I propose in this opening statement to outline for you some things that the 
evidence will show very definitely and propose to tell you when Karley Larsen 
joined the Communist Party of the United States and why he joined that party, 
because he did—he joined it many years before, apparently, than was outlined 
to you the other day, that it was in late 1939. It wasn’t; it was early in the 
1930's that he joined the Communist Party of the United States, and I propose 
to tell you why he joined that party. 


Do vou recall that statement having been made in your behalf? 

Mr. Larsen. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall also that during the course of the 
opening statement made by your counsel in your behalf that this 
language was used, and I quote from page 1309 of the same transcript: 


Now please let me stress one thing: When Karley Larsen joined the Communist 
Party in 1933 he didn’t change; he was the same man; he had the same ideas; 
he had the same aims and objectives on the day before he joined as he had the 
day after he joined. And at all times he did not change at all; he advocated 
the same things. And after he left the Communist Party in 1946 he again did 
not change one whit or jot; he was the same man he had been before-and he con- 
tinued to stand for and against the same things that he had while he was a 
member during those years 1933—46. 


Do you recall that statement ? 
Mr. Larsen. I do. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You authorized your counsel to make that statement 
in your behalf, didn’t you ? 

Mr. Larsen. Well, 1 would say that I don’t know as he was quoting 
ie. I authorized the substance of the statement and the words are—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Are his? 

Mr. Larsen. His words. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the statement is the truth, is it not, that you 
were a member of the Communist Party from 1933 to 19462 

Mr. Larsen. I joined the Communist Party in either the late fall 
of 1933 or the e arly spring of 1934. 

Mr. TAvenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Larsen. Until 1944, I believe. My dates may not be exactly 
correct, but up until the time they dissolved the Communist Party and 
established the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association ¢ . 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, I did. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you rejoin the Communist Party or reafliliate 
with it when it was reconstituted in 1945 ? 

Mr. Larsen. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you remain as a member, at least through 
1946 . 

Mr. Larsen. Mr. Chairman, it was always my understanding dur- 
the years that I was in the Communist Party that in order to main- 
tain membership you had to pay dues, you had to attend meetings and 
carry out some of the decisions that was made within the framework 
of the organization in which you participated. 

In January 1946, I went to Portland, and I traveled the United 
States and Canada for 2 years, and I doubt that I was—this is without 
being specific—that I was in Seattle over five or six times during that 
whole period and did not partic ipate—did not meet, did not particl- 
pate in carrying out any of the decisions here and did not consider my- 
self what I understand as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was between 1946 and 1948 ? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct—until the fall of 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. At what time in 1948 would you place that break- 
ing off period 4 

Mr. Larsen. Well, I came back here in the fall of 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you would say because you had been away for 
a period of time and worked for the district — 

Mr. Larsen. For the international. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the international organization of which you 
were a member, you were not in actual attendance locally at Com 
munist Party meetings between 1946 and when you returned in 1947 ¢ 

Mr. Larsen. It was impossible. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was while you were with the International 
Woodworkers of America organization. 

Now when you returned in 1947, did you continue in your Con 
munist Party activities ? 

Mr. Larsen. I would say I believe it was in the fall of 1948, without 
having attended any convention in 1948, contrary to what I gather is 
some statements that have been made, I made it known to Mr. Henry 
Huff that because of the circumstances in the union it was impossible 








6582 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


to continue, if they felt or considered myself a member of the Com- 
munist Party—my membership as far as the Communist Party was 
concerned—and the »y were to consider, if they had not already done so, 
that I was not a member of the Communist Party. And I believe that 
was in the fall of 1948. 

Now I might state that I have been working and was not here until 
Wednesday, so I did not hear what Barbara Hartle had to say, but 
other than I read in the newspaper. 

Some of the statements she made were also charged against me by 
individuals in the trial. I was not at the 1948 convention; I was not 
at the 1950 convention of the Communist Party. There were two wit- 
nesses in the Smith Act trial that were present that confessed to the 
very same statements she made. I hi ave never been notified that I was 
ever elected to any committee in the 1950 convention. 

During the period that I was in the Communist Party, outside of 
the first very short period, my associations were with the top leader- 
ship of the Communist Party over a period of many years, which in- 
cluded Mr. Rappaport, a Mr. Jackson at that time—I forget what his 
first name was—Mr. Frankfeld 

Mr. Tavenner. That is Phil Frankfeld ? 

Mr. Larsen. Phil Frankfeld. A Mr. Remes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Andy Remes? 

Mr. Larsen. Andy Remes. A Mr. Alexander. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that Ed Alexander ? 

Mr. Larsen. Ed Alexander, his wife. Mr. Huff. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is his first name? 

Mr. Larsen. Henry. His wife. Van Lydegraf. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is his first name? Clayton ? 

Mr. Larsen. I think it is. I don’t think of any more right offhand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you made a statement that you understood that 
Mrs. Hartle testified here that you had attended a convention. My 
recollection of her testimony is that she stated that you were elected 
to the convention under the name Wood, in order to conceal your true 
identity, and at the time she was elected as a delegate to the same con- 
vention under the name “Waitress,” in order to conceal her identity. 
Is that true ? 

Mr. Larsen. My understanding of what she said—and I would like 
to be clear on it—my understanding was that she had said that I was 
elected to a district committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am mistaken. This was action taken at the con- 
vention electing you under the name of Wood to membership on the 
district—— 

Mr. Larsen. Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Committee, in order to conceal your 
identity, and the election of herself under the name of “Waitress” in 
order to conceal her identity, and that neither you nor she were present 
at the convention. 

Mr. Larsen. That ismy understanding. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Well, were you so elected ? 

Mr. Larsen. Not to my knowledge, and never served. And it was 
testified by two witnesses in the Smith Act trial that were present that 
that was nota fact. That isa matter of record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you use a name in the Communist Party other 
than your own name? : 


Tegra.» 
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Mr. Larsen. I have never used in my life any other name than my 
original name that I go by, under no circumstances. 

1 might state that people have referred to me as “Snoos,” which has 
been somewhat custom: ary because of the fact I chew Copenhagen. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am speaking of the use of a name in the Com- 
munist Party as a designation for you and not a nickname. 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir. I have never used any other name than my 
own. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the period of time in the Communist 
Party that a plan was adopted to send certain of its menm.bers under- 
ground in order that they may be available as a second string list of 
officers in the event of arrests of the first string or the first team ? 

Mr. Larsen. I don’t recall that while I was there; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle testified that she was sent underground 
for that purpose in July of 1950 and that on one occasion she took a 
trip and met you—I think it was in December of 1950—and she dis- 
cussed in an automobile, in a car, Communist Party matters with you. 
Is that true? 

Mr. Larsen. I have no recollection of ever meeting Barbara Hartle 
in my car or anyone else’s car in any such meeting in 1950; and I think 
she is off just as far when she makes that statement as when she stated 
this morning that I had become an international officer in 1948—she 
was off 2 years then. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, maybe Mrs. Hartle was off a period of days 
or weeks or even months as to the time of her meeting with you, which 
she described in December 1950. 

Did you meet with her in 1951 and discuss Communist Party 
matters? 

Mr. Larsen. Not to my recollection; no, sir. I don’t think in 19—I 
don’t even recall seeing Barbara around the country here from 1950 
or somewhere thereabouts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why? Do you know? 

Mr. Larsen. I have an idea she has pretty well answered it herself. 
I wasn’t in contact with her. 

Mr. Tavenner. She was sent underground. You knew that at the 
time, didn’t you? 

Mr. Larsen. I could only surmise it, sir. I didn’t know where she 
was. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, but you knew she had been sent underground 
and that her identity and the place of residence was a secret ? 

Mr. Larsen. I didn’t know any more about it than probably you 
did, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And while she was so acting in that underground 
capacity, she came to see you on Communist Party matters? 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir; she did not, not to my recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now Mrs. Hartle has testified that you were the 
most prominent person within the Communist Party within the field 
of lumber and that it was your responsibility to carry out the Com- 
munist Party program within the field of lumber. If that statement 
is true, you should be in a position to give this committee considerable 
information. 

First let me ask: Do you recall meeting in Communist Party meet- 
ings, in which you discussed with other Communist Party members 
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the program or plan that the Communist Party should adopt or should 
endeavor to execute within the field of lumber ? 

Mr. Larsen. I wouldn’t say that I didn’t diseuss it. I don’t recall 
any meetine—Communist Party meeting where such a thing was dis- 
cus ed. | want that clearly unde rstood -that during all these years 
that I was active or as a member of the Communist Party that in 
r all around that it was the top lead rship of the Communist 
Party that I met with, it was through them I paid my dues, and that 
was my relationship with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Now what was the objective of the Com- 
munist Party within the field of lumber ? What was it endeavoring 


4 / 
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Mr. Larsen. Well, without detail, I would say, No. 1, gain some 
members in there and, No. 2, to a tempt to get the labor movement to 
gecept 1ts policies and its objes tives, 

Mr. Tavenner. To get the labor unions to acce pt the Communist 
pol es and objectives. 

Now how did you go about securing that type of action from labor- 
union members ? 

Mr. LARs! N. Well, ] should say this: There apparently is some dif- 
ference over what kind of a job I done and what kind of a job I didn’t 
do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us have your version of it. 

Mr. Larsen. The Government contended in the Smith Act trial 
and I have understood by listening here that the Communist Party 
ndvocates strife and turmoil and dissatisfaction. 

Mr. | A\VEN NER I am not asking’ you what somebody else said or 
what the Government did. I am asking you now, What action did the 
Communist Party take within the field of lumber to vet the member- 
ship of the locals to adopt the Communist policies ? 

Mr. Larsen. I can only state specifically what I done first. I recom- 
mended tothe membership every 50 days in W ritine 

Mr. TAveENNER. Membership of what ? 

Mr. Larsen. Of our district council, in writing 

Mr. Tavenner. Of your union ? 

Mr. Larsen. Of our union—a written report which was verbatim, 
every 50 days, from 1938 to 1950, I believe. In 1950 I made it everv 60 
days until I left, and that report was based upon my own judgment 
in consultation with the membership of my union, irrespective of what 
the Communist Party had said or done. If they had suggested sug- 
gestions that were good, that I thought were good, I would accept 
them: if | thought they were bad. I didn’t accept them. 

And according to the testimony in the Smith Act trial and by some 
11 witnesses, including 2 large employers 

Mr. Tavenner. I am Sorry, L didn’t hear that. 

Mr. Larsen. I say the testimony of some, I believe, 11 witnesses in 
the Smith Act trial, including 2 of the largest representatives of the 
largest employers in the State of Washington, still undisputed by the 
Government, testified that for some 11 years we never had a basic strike 
in district No. 2 and that I lent my hand to prevent turmoil and dis- 
satisfaction and we made a eain around the conference table every 
year. . ; 
Now it was at least my reaction by others in that trial that that was 
quite contrary to Communist Party policy. 
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Mr. Tavenner. But what was the policy of the Communist Party 
then to which this was contrary, as you observed them and knew them 
as a Communist Party member ? 

Mr. Larsen. I thought at that time I was earrying them out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you find out anything different ¢ 

Mr. Larsen. In the Smith Act trial, when they got through the 
Smith Act trial, I concluded that I hadn’t been carrying them out 
at all. ; 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Well, What poli ies did you observe that the Com- 
munist Party had when you were a member, and what strategy did it 
use in order to engraft its policy upon your local union ? , 

Mr. Larsen. Well, I think, as to my knowledge, like any other or- 
PaniZation, they would either meet with Its members al d sugvest ob- 
jective ind raise them before the rank and file of the labor union. 

Mr. TAVENN] r. Did it inelude such matter as the election of the 
officers of the wm ion: that 1s, to see that the off ers who were elec ted 
by the union happened to be members ot the ¢ ommunist Party ( 

Mi. Larsen. In some eases, very possibly sO. r 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, it happened in your ease: didn’t it? 

Mr. Larsen. Well, the record shows that well over 50 percent of the 
officers of our whole district council executive board, local unions, ae 
cording to the testimony in the trial up there were non-Communist— 
at least t he \ testihe I, 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were Communists, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Larsen. In our district ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, in your local. 

Mr. Larsen. Well. sometime in 1936 was the last IT have been asso- 
ciated din et ly with my local union. JI have been throughout the dis 
trict all these vears. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Now there was a meeting that was testified to in the 
Smith Act ease as hav ing occurred at the Wood Hotel, in which it was 
testified that you were present and you discussed how to get mem- 
bers. woodworkers. into the IWA and ot] er 1 nions, and that the le id 
ers in the Communist Party should stay, as it was said, and should 
hold some office in the union and should recruit new members when 
possible. That seems to have been the subject of your discussion. 

Mr. Larsen. I recall the statement by some witness in the trial. 
The statement sounds very unrealistic for me to make, because con- 
trary to just that was the case. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You did not work for the election of Communist 
Party members as officers of the local ? 

Mr. Larsen. I would say—and the record—so it is there. It is not 
a question—we don’t need to argue about it: it is a matter of fact 
that a big majority of the officers of the local unions and executive 
hoard in district 2 were persons that were outspoken anti-Communists. 
They spoke so and helped with my election. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood from Mrs. Hartle that as the time 
went on. the efforts of the Communist Party became less and less sue- 
cessful. At this moment I am not talking about the degree of success 
or failure: I am talking about the plan of the Communist Party. 

Let us trv to go back in review for just 2 moment. T was trying 
to ascertain from you what the Communist Party purpose was in the 
field of lumber. You said this much—you said, “To recruit members 
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into the Communist Party from the labor union.” You said that. 
And you said, “To get the labor unions to follow the policy of the 
Communist Party. "You said that, didn’t you? 

Now I am asking you, wasn’t it also to get their own members, that 
is, Communist Party members, elected as officers of the union in order 
also to carry on more easily the policies of the Communist Party # 

Mr. Larsen. Well, I think I answered, sir, that in some cases that 
wasthe case. That istrue. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is what they tried to do, isn’t it ? 

Mr. Larsen. In some cases. 

Mr. Tavenner. In some cases they failed, in some cases they suc- 
ceeded, but that was their purpose, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Larsen. I think it would be unfair to say that they tried to 
fill all the offices. I think that would be an unfair statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t say anything about all the offices. But 
wasn’t it the purpose of the Communist Party to be so strong within 
your union that it could dominate its actions? Wasn’t that what it 
was trying to do? 

Mr. Larsen. That is a rather hard question to answer. To my 
knowledge, I had no experiences where they, as such, were attempting 
to dominate. There were times we had differences of opinion and some 
sharp—and we went to the district executive board, and that is where 
our decisions were made. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Who do you mean by “we went to the executive 
board” ? 

Mr. Larsen. I should rather say I went to the executive board. I 
think the word “we” is incorrect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you said in that connection that you worked 
with the higher echelons of the Communist Party, did you not ? 

Mr. Larsen. That is correct. 

Mr. TavenneEr. So you worked out a plan between the higher ech- 
elons of the Communist Party and the executive board of your union ? 

Mr. Larsen. No, I would say that is incorrect. 

Mr. TavenneR. Well, let us understand it. 

Mr. Larsen. I met with the top officers of the Communist Party 
and some a they were frequent and sometimes they were very in- 
frequent ; it all depends on where I was at. And they suggested to me 
their ns and ideas as to many of the problems of the day. Many 
of them I accepted, went and recommended to the executive board of 
my union; some I didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requested from time to time, as one of 
the leading officials—the business agent of your local—to procure the 
adoption in your local union of certain resolutions in which the Com- 
munist Party was interested ? 

Mr. Larsen. I would say it would be a fair statement to say that at 
times they had objectives which they desired to—thought beneficial, 
at least in their opinion, and urged us to attempt to get them concurred 
in. I think that isa fair statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you come to the conclusion that the Commu- 
nist Party, in its desire to get the adoption of such resolutions, always 
supported plans or resolutions which were partial to the Soviet Union, 
where there might have been a conflict between the Soviet Union 
and the United States in those policies ? 


Sach Ret 
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Mr. Larsen. Generally speaking, I think it is a publicly, at least, 
acknowledged position that the C ommunist Party feels that the policy 
and program of the Soviet Union is a correct one. I think we 
needn’t 

Mr. Tavenner. I am trying to see what the Communist Party was 
doing in your local union, because there you were, holding the prin- 
cips il office in your local union, that of business agent, and at the same 
time we understand from Mrs. Hartle that you had the chief re- 
sponsibility among the Communists for the propagation of the Com- 
munist objectives, whatever they were, into your union. ‘There 
couldn’t have been a more perfect setup, could there ? 

Mr. Larsen. Well, it is obvious, very obvious, that the policies and 
program that the Communist Party advocated, as far as my union 
was concerned—and I am referring now to our district, while I was 
there—was basically based upon economic questions of the day, and 
in the main the record so shows. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe about as far as I can go at this time is to 
ask you now 1 or 2 questions, which you can answer very easily and 
very simply. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party at any time after 
January 1, 1948? 

Or—excuse me. I believe you stated that it was stated in the trial 
that you were a member of the party between 1933 and 1946. Now 
my question is whether or not you were a member at any time after 
January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. I would say I did not consider myself a member be- 
cause of the circumstances I cited. I would say that there is no rea- 
son for, at least, their books to show, which I have never seen in my 
life—any records of any kind there from the fall of 1948—if they 
carried me during the period that I was away. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking you if you were a member at any time 
after 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. TavenneER. Not to your knowledge? 

Mr. Larsen. No. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend Communist Party meetings at any 
time after January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. If the meeting were the officers—some of the officers 
is considered a meeting, I would have to say yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that would be the most important type of 
a meeting. 

Mr. Larsen. Not necessarily. There was times that, living in 
Seattle, I would meet Henry Huff and we would have a cup of coffee, 
or I would ape Henry Huff and Van Lydegraf and we would have a 
cup of coffee. I didn’t consider that a Communist Party meeting any 
more than if I met a Democrat leader on the street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you accept directions from the Communist 
Party at any time after January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. I would say no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you putin ipate in any Communist Party deci- 
sions after January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. Not in any official way. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by that? 
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of a district committee or the likes of that. That is what I have ref- 


erence to. 


Mr. Larsen. By participation in a convention or in official meetings 


Mr. Tavenner. Have you paid any Communist Party dues since 
January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. Not tomy knowledge. I had made some contributions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you paid any dues since January 1, 1946? 

Mr. Larsen. No 


Mr. Tavenner. Have vou had a Communist Party card at anv time 


nce J irv 1, 19467 
\I i RSEN. NO. SIP. 
Mr. Tavenner. Or have vou registered in the Communist Party 


nv times ce 1946 7 
Mr. Larsen. Not unless—I am sure that I registered in 1945, in the 


fall « mmer when that convention was held. Now that registra 
ere) ! aa issume, would no ! intil probebly ’ e following vear. 
6 wo Id he the Iq tr one 

M I \VENNFEI Chere no ¢ he 


ve in anv Communist Party activities, 


Mr. Tavenner. Did you eng 
1] é loe, after January 1 19467 

Mr. Larsexw. What do you mean by Communist Party activities? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in any meeting or did you 

arry out anv directive of the Communist Partv? Did vou engage in 

\ on of the Communist Party within vour labor union or any 

Mr. Larsen. I would say “No.” 

Mr. TAVENNER. You are uncertain ? 

Mr. Larsen. No: I don’t think I am uncertan 


I micht further state that I have never attended a school or a class 


Mr. TAvenner. Do you categorically deny that you conferred with 
Barbara Hartle on Communist Party matters after July 1950? 

Mr. Larsen. To the best of my recollection, I would have to say 
‘No. { something rurthe hown me, because I have no recol 
of ever meeting Barbara Hartle in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are answering the question in two ways: you 


ire saving. to the best of vour recollection. and that vou did not do it. 


1g 


Which do you mean—vyou did not do it, categorically, or you just 
don’t recall? Which is it—vou eategorically deny it or you state you 
do not remember? Which view are we to obtain from your testimony ? 

[f I haven’t made the question plain, I will ask it over again. 

At this point Mr. Walthew conferred with Mr. Larsen.) 

Mr. Larsen. I will have to deny that I ever met with her. 

Mr. Tavenner. You categorically deny that vou ever engaged in a 
onference with her after July 1950, in regard to Communist Party 

itters: that correct / ’ 

Mr. Larsen. That 1s correct 

Mr. Jackson. Or any other matters ? 

Mr. Larsen. I think that is correct. I may have seen her some- 


time. I would have to check dates, as far as meeting her on the street 
I ome p ce, 
Mia J ACK SON | im a { wushing betweer a ol ance meeting on the 


street and a frequent meeting between the two of vou and, let us say, 
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the meeting that is described in the automobile or a meeting in which 
she and other Communist functionaries might have been present; 1 am 
ruling out the possibility of passing each other on the street when I 
refer to a meeting. 

Mr. Larsen. And of course the Smith Act trial should be taken 
into consideration there, too. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you meet with Mrs. Hartle in the sense that you 
held a meeting ? 

Mr. LARS] N. No. but we did- -we were sitting there together, SO I 
don’t want that construed 

Mr. Jackson. I have reference to a meeting out side the courtroom 
I am referring specifically to such a meeting as was described. 

Mr. Larsen. No. 

Mr. Jackson. You may proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to Say that you sloned the 
Taft-Hartley affidavit the second time but did not the first time that 
there was an occasion to consider the matter ¢ 

Mr. Larsen. Now in 1947, the fall of 1947, I resigned as an inter 
national officer, because I only had about 6 weeks left to go in oifice. 
I wasn’t running for reelection. It was after returning to district 2 
here in Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just amoment. Why didn't you run for reelection / 

Mr. LARSEN. Well, it is one of those 

Mr. Tavenner. Just let me ask you this question. Did the re 
quirement that you must sign an affidavit that you were not a membet 


of the Communist Party have anything to do with your decision not 


to become a candidate ? 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir: because we had to—we were selecting and nom 
inating officers prior to the time the decision was made as to whether 
the y were going to comply or not, so that had nothing to do with it: 
but it was after my return to Seattle—district 2 still did not comply 
at that time. And,asI recall, it was August 3, 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe I have any othe: 
questions. . 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyrr. During the time that you were leader of the local o1 
head of the district of the union, did the Communist members ot the 
union ever call a caucus before the regular union meeting to determine 
what they were going to do in the union meeting ? 

Mr. Larsen. Not to my knowledge, Congressman. There were al 
ways caucuses at the convention—any number of caucuses. 

Mr. Doyur. Yes, I understand that. We have great volumes of evi 
dence of the fact that over the Nation the Communist members of 
organized labor—if they were numerous enough at all, or even if they 
weren't very numerous—would gather again and precaucus, so as to 
try to go into union meetings and control them, in order to have con 
trol without the Communist members ever revealing that or that 
they were Communists. 

My question is very simple and direct. It doesn’t refer to conven- 
tions at all; it refers to ordinary local meetings, of which you were 
head of the union at the time you were a Communist, as I understand 
your evidence. Now isn’t it a fact that at the time you were Com 
munist head of the union that you participated in Communist Party 
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eaucuses ahead of union meetings and then went into the union meet- 
ings as a Communist and advocated action on resolutions which had 
been sec retly acted upon by you and other Communists in that union ! 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir, that is not correct. I must admit that there 
were occasions when I and the top leadership of the Communist Party 
had met and discussed certain issues we felt beneficial to the union and 
went before a caucus of the union after we had gotten there. That 
was my method oe work during that period. 

Mr. Doyze. I don’t feel that you are answering this question di- 
rectly. I am inclined to say that I understand your answer to be that 
you and the other Communist officers of the union, without any of the 
non-Communists being present, had conferences before union meetings. 

Mr. Larsen. No, sir, I did not say that, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Then I want to stand corrected. 

Mr. Larsen. No. 

Mr. Dorie. Who did confer about what the union was to do before 
the union meeting? When you Communists met to decide what the 
union was going to do, did you have non-Communist officers of the 
union present with you at all times? 

Mr. Larsen. First of all, it is customary in any union or any organi- 
zation—as president of the district council I would consult with the 
other officers in the district, who jointly went with me to a convention 
or executive board—whichever it may be—and there we would make 
our recommendations. 

Mr. Jackson. Will the gentleman yield at that point ? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. It was also customary in the unions in which Com- 
munists had succeeded in electing officers or members of boards—and 
again I will say that this is not a statement picked out of thin air but a 
statement that has been so thoroughly documented that there can be 
no other conclusion drawn—but that those Communist members of the 
union did meet before general meetings or board meetings or meet- 
ings of the officers to determine upon a course of action which was to 
be followed in the general meeting which was to follow. And I think 
the question, as I understand Mr. ‘Doyle’ s question is—Did that occur 
with 1 respect to the Communist Party members who were officers of 
this union? Did they prepare in advance an agenda or certain policies 
which were to be pursued in the general meeting ? 

Mr. Dorie. May I supplement your question, Mr. Chairman? 

Didn’t they do that even once in awhile in your union? 

Mr. Larsen. What others did I can’t verify. I am talking now 
about my own knowledge. 

Mr. Doyte. That is right. 

Mr. Larsen. I stated that I admit that I met with officers of the 
Communist Party and discussed issues we felt should be raised, and I 
went before the executive board. 

Now others may have had caucuses, which I can’t prove. I am tell- 
ing about my own relationship. Now they may have held them, as 
you say, but my report was made directly to the executive board. 

Mr. Dorie. Apparently yours was a different kind of caucus. 
When you were a top C ommunist, according to your own statement 
at the same time you were the labor union le: ‘ader. I want to compli- 
ment you. App: arently, you were the one-man caucus for your union. 
I think that is very complimentary for you, that they didn’t have to 
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call a number of you together; the top Communist leaders were satis- 
fied if you okayed it. 

Mr. Larsen. I don’t know whether that is a compliment or not. 

Mr. Doytx. It shows that the extent to which you were able to con- 
trol your union. 

Mr. Larsen. I must say this, in all fairness to myself, again: that 
my recommendations were something that was not verbal; they were 
in writing. And the committee is welcome to go over every single one 
of them, which are available in writing, verbatim. 

Mr. Doytr. Did those recommendations grow out of the meeting 
with the top functionaries or were they influenced in any way by the 
suggestions of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Larsen. Some I would say were; others were not. 

I have always had a very independent position and I have been in 
disagreement with everybody in the union and out of the union, which 
is a matter of public record. 

Mr. Doyre. Evidently. I compliment you on the evidence of your 
leadership and I hope now that you are out of the Communist Party— 
evidently because of a major disagreement with its principles—you 
will be just as active, Mr. Larsen, against the principles of the Com- 
munist Party as you were for them at one time. I want to urge you to 
be very vigorous against them. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ¢ 

Mr. WaurHew. Could I make just one very short statement ? 

Mr. Jackson. I will excuse the witness first. 

The witness is excused from further attendance under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. You may proceed. 

Mr. Watruew. In line with what the Congressman has said, may 
I say sincerely that I think Mr. Larsen, although he thought he was, 
never really, sincerely was a Communist ? 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Merwin Cole. 

Mr. Jackson. Raise your right hand, sir. 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Coxe. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. TavenNner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF MERWIN L. COLE 


Mr. Coz. Merwin L. Cole. 

Mr. TavenNER. It is noted that you are not accompanied by counsel. 
As the committee has announced frequently, you have a right to consult 
counsel at any time you may desire. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Cole ? 

Mr. Coxe. 1913 in Seattle. 

Mr. TAavenNER. Do you now reside in Seattle? 
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Mr. Corr. I do. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Coie. Tama lumber salesman in vretail yard. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified during the course of the 


hearings a person known to Mrs. Hartle as having been a member 
of the Communist Party. I want to give you an opportunity to either 
deny or affirm that information. If you aflirm it and state that it is 


correct, I will have other questions to ask you about your knowledge 
of (‘ommul { Party activities, So you may proceed to tel] the com- 
mitt ether or hot that was true— 

Mr. Coxe. Are you asking a question at fmretimnes 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, you may consider it a question. 

Mi CoLrE. My answer to that, sir, 1s th: it u der article I of the B 
of Rights, and article V, I may and do refuse to make an answer which 
constitutes giving evidence against myse If. 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Corxz. I refuse to answer that ag a giving the same answer 


+e ie . 
the 1aentineation., 


as be fore, for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Have you at any time beer a membe) of the Com- 
munist Party / 

Mr. Corse. I refuse to answer that question, using precisely the same 
la rwuage ind the same reasons. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. TavENNER. Noy,sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is eX¢ used from furthe) attendance under 
the subpena. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. JACKSON. ) our next witness. 

Mr. TAvenneErR. Nels Spencer Ekroth. 

Ir. JACKSON, wr: ill vou raise your right hand, sir, and be sworn ? 

In the testimony thai you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do vou solemnly swear that vou will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so h lp you God ? 

Mr. Exrorn. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF NELS SPENCER EKROTH, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Exrotrn. Nels Spencer Ekroth—E-k-r-o-t-h. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify herself for the record ? 

Miss Lesser. Iam Sara H. Lesser of the Seattle bar. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where do ae live, Mr. Ekroth ? 

Mr. Exrorn. I reside in Seatt] 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your oc cup: ition ? 

At this point Mr. Ek roth conferred with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. Exrorn. I decline to answer that question under the provisions 
of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were identified as having been a member of 
the Communist Party by Mrs. Hartle. Was she correct in her identi- 
fication of you or not ? 
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(At ths point Mr. Ekroth conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Exroru. I will refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Exroru. I will refuse to answer—the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time ¢ 

Mr. Exrornu. I will refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. Doyur. The witness by chewing gum makes it hard for me to 
try to understand him. Will you desist from chewing gum just for 
a minute, please, while I ask you a question or two ¢ 

Are youa man of family / 

(Att Lis point Mr. Ekroth conferred with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. Exrorn. Will you clarify that question as to the respect of 
children ? 
Mr. Doyie. I was going to just ask you if you were a married mat 
id hada family. 
Hlow old a man are you é 
Mr. Exrorn. Thirty-six—or thirty-five going on thirty-six. 
Mr. Dorie. Well, congratulations. 
We assume that you are a married man with a family, and you are 
a young man. Now I am not inferring anything because you have 
pleaded the constitutional privilege; that is your privilege—one that 
we have in this country—and that is all right, of course, when people 
do it in good faith, and there is no inference of bad faith when a per- 
son pleads it. But let me urge you, if you are in the Communist con 
spiracy, get out of it. Don’t continue in any outfit where you have 
to plead your constitutional privilege to avoid incriminating your 
self. I want to urge you to get out of it and get the other young fel 


] 
] 
I 


lows out of it. Why should a man of your age have to come into a con 
oressional committee and have to plead the constitutional] priv ileve in 


order to avoid telling facts that might incriminate him? I w ish you 
would think it over pretty seriously and get out of this outfit where 
you have to plead the constitutional privilege to avoid telling facts 
that might hurt you in any way. A man of your age owes your 
country something. 

That is all I have to say. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The witness is excused from further at 
tendance under the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Laura Wilkins. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcom 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Miss Witxrns. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


s$8OG0 D4 pt. &S 
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TESTIMONY OF LAURA WILKINS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
C. T. HATTEN 


Miss Witkins. Laura Wilkins, W-i-]-k-i-n-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Harren. Yes. I am C. 'T. Hatten, member of the Washington 
State bar. 

Mr. Tavenner. Testimony has been received by the committee, in 
which it was said that you were dues secretary of the waterfront sec- 
tion of the Communist Party of King County. Were you dues secre- 
tary of the Communist Party ? 

(At this point Miss Wilkens conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Miss Wiixrns. I would like to invoke one of the few privileges that 
[, as a Negro woman, still have in declining to answer any questions 
that might tend to make me testify against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Witkins. And that amendment is the fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Witkins. The same answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. May I say to this young lady that every member of 
this committee has heard some of the top Negro former Communists 
in this country testify under oath that the Communist Party has been 
merely using the wonderful Negro Americans as tools, as a means for 
conspiratorial ends? If you didn’t know that before, I am telling 
you now. Why don’t you look into it? You would have known that 
if you had been in this room the last few days and heard Mrs. Hartle 
and some of the others testify about that. You are a young woman 
and I want to urge you—if you haven’t looked into it yet t and had 
your eyes opened, look into it now and get out of this outfit where 
you have to plead a constitutional amendment. 

Miss Wiikrns. Mr. Doyle, you have your opinions and I have mine. 

Mr. Dorie. I know I have my opinions and you have yours, because 
you stated them, and you pleaded the constitutional privilege. But I 
want to urge you to get out of an outfit where you have to plead the 
constitutional privilege in order to escape incriminating yourself. 

Miss Wirkins. That is your assumption, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. That isn’t the kind of country that has given you birth. 

Miss Wiikins. Nor one that discriminates against me. 

Mr. Doyue. I am glad to hear you say that but our country doesn’t 
discriminate against you because you are a Negro. Some of us happen 
to be great respecters of Negro Americans—all of the great Negro 
Americans—and I am referring to men like Dr. Ralph Bunche and 
some of the rest of the great Negro American leaders. They didn’t 
plead the fifth amendment when they were being looked into recently. 

Mr. Jackson. I will say to the witness—if you took this attitude 
before the great Soviet courts of justice, you would probably be shot— 
so it is just as well that you are before the House committee, irrespec- 
tive of your race. 

Miss Wiixkins. That is also by assumption, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. No, it is not assumption. The records of the Soviet 
concentration camps speak for themselves. I think you are very 
fortunate to be in America. 
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Is there anything further ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

( Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Carl Backlund. 

Mr. Jackson. Would you stand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommit- 
tee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Bacxuunp. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF CARL BACKLUND 


Mr. Bacxiunp. Car] Backlund. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Mr. Backlund, if you have heard any part of these 
proceedings, you will know that you are entitled to confer with counsel 
at any time you may desire. 

Mr. Backtunp. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now when and where were you born, Mr. Backlund ? 

Mr. Backiunp. I was born in Chicago, December 16, 1913. 

Mr. TavenNErR. Do you now reside in Seattle ? 

Mr. Bacxiunp. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Seattle? 

Mr. Backiunp. Since 1925, except for a short period—3 years in 
the Navy, 1942 to 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Backiunp. I wasa shipscaler, casual longshoreman, warehouse- 
man, and now a carpenter 

Mr. Tavenner. During + the course of the d: ay you were identified by 
Mrs. Hartle as having been a member of the Communist Party, and at 
the time that you were so identified, you announced to the committee 
that you would tell the staff of the committee about your Communist 
Party activities, is that correct ? 

Mr. Backtunp. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that you would fully cooperate with the com- 
mittee 

Mr. Backiunp. To the best of my ability. 

Mr. Tavenner. In giving it all the information within your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Backiunp. That is true. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Because of the lateness of the hour, I will not be 
able to make a matter of record in this opening hearing the extent of 
your knowledge of Communist Party activities. We will have to con- 
fine our testimony here to just a small part of what I know your knowl- 

edge to be. 

T will ask you for a few general answers and then we will ask you in 
detail about the experiences you have had as an underground member 
of the Communist Party in Seattle. 

When did you become a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Backiunp. In 1937. I dropped out in 1939, rejoined in 1947 and 
Was suspended or expelled the latter part of 1951. 
Mr. Tavenner. In what branches or groups of the Communist Party 


were you active 4 


Mr. Backiun In the shipsealers’ branch in 1987 to 1939, in the 
warehouse bran fron well, first of all from 1947 in the longshore 
industrial group and later the warehouse branch of the Communist 
Party. 


Mr. | VEN NER, Would you e willing to testify in executive session 
as to vour knowledge of the details of your Communist Party activities 
that it may be included as part of your testimony / 
Mr. Backiunpb. Yes. sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. What led up to your leaving the Communist Party ¢ 
Mr. Backiunp. In 1951, you are referring to ¢ 
Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 
Mr. Backiunp, In June of 1951 I was visited by Clayton Van Lyde 


eraf and Paul Bowen and asked to leave the city because I may be 


0 


arrested 

Mr. Tavenner. You were a member of the Communist Party force 
at that time ¢ 

Mr. Backtunp. Yes, sir. They came to my home rather late at 
night in a very secretive manner and asked if I could meet with them 
in the most secluded part of the house. We met in the bedroom, and 
for the big part of our conversation or conference we used a tablet much 
the same as a canasta scoreboard, on which you could write what you 
wanted to say and just lift the panel and it would be erased. And 

ere I was asked to be prepared to leave within a week, to assume a 
new name, a new social security card, and to proceed to Sedro-Woolley 
and obtain employ ment inthe woodsasa logger. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you say this was carried on in a very secretive 
wavy / 

Mr. Backiunp. Yes, sir—in such a manner that I became fright- 
ened; I mean it tended to scarce me. I couldn’t think clearly be- 
cause of the way they conducted themselves, and because up until 
that time I wasn’t afraid to announce to the people with whom I 
worked, and son, that I was a Communist. I believed that if I was 
one, I should say so, and did, but with this kind of meeting, and so 
on, I thought that I would be arrested if I remained. 

Mr. Tavenner. And they so told you? 

Mr. Backiunp. That is correct. I asked about my wife who, by 
the way, was in Chicago attending a Progressive Party convention, 
and they said they would allow me to stay long enough—that is, my 
former wife—they would allow me to stay in Seattle long enough 
until she returned and I could break the news to her. 

I also stated the condition of my health. My leg, because of a cir- 
culatory trouble that I had, was in such shape that I could hardly 
walk, that is, more than 2 or 3 blocks without it cramping up. And 
this made no difference to them; to the woods I was to go, and that 
was where I went. 

My wife returned shortly after, within a week—my former wife, 
that is—and I discussed with her this meeting that we had held at 
my home, in the bedroom, and she was shocked at that time and de- 
manded that we hold another meeting with Van Lydegraf and Paul 
Bowen. We did manage to meet Paul Bowen in a car. We met at 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6597 


Widron, a beach here in Seattle, and discussed the problem of my 
health and the marriage, and so on. 

The choice that he gave us Was for me to leave or to remain here 
in Seattle and be arrested, and we wouldn't be parted in way accord- 
ing to him. 

1 proceeded to Sedro-Woolley and met with Giles Evans there and 
he informed me—and, by the way, with all this happening in the 
short order that it did, I was able to split some $40 with my former 
wife, SO I had S20 and proceeded to Sedro Woolley looking for em- 
ployment. I was informed by Evans that in order to work in the 
woods you had to have cord boots and that they run up to at least $20. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the man by the name of Evans was 
identified by Mrs. Hartle today as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Backxtunp. It was a fire season at that time: the woods was 
down because of the danger of fire, and I was fortunate enough, in 
looking’ around, that I did find some extra work and made enough 
money to purchase boots, and went to work for days in the woods. 

Because of excruciatil g palin | my left leg, I could no longer con- 
tinue working there and went into the hospital at Sedro Woolley, 
taking advantage of the TWA health plan, and gained a month’s re- 
spite from this pain. And during my stay there it was made known 
to me that the FBI had obtained the assumed name that I was using 
that name was Harold Johnson—and that I was to change my name 
and get out of the hospital as soon as possible and take off for Dar- 
rington, Wash., and continue working in the woods there. 


After a month | recovered from the « peration which was ipposed 


to ive helped my leg and didn’t. | returned to Darrineto1 but ] 
realized that I could not vo through the hills and the brush of a logging 
operation, I consequently got a iob on a farm and again met Giles 


Evans and told him his, al al he ll sisted tl at | iit that iob on the 
farm and go into the woods. 

[ did quit the job on the farm. I returned to Everett I realized 
that I simply could not, because of the pain that my left leg was giv 
ing’ me, work in the woods, and vot a iob 1] the Saw mill there. I felt 
that this would satisfy the Communist Party, that I was now working 
in the lumber industry. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were vou using an assumed name ? 

Mr. Bac KLUND. Now I had gotten another »( ial security hame: I 
was using the name Robert Steel. 

Mr. Jackson. On that point, the matter of social-security cards has 
been mentione cd several times during t} e course of these hearings, and 


t appears to me certainly that this matter of vetting anew card under 


1 new name every few days is a matter upon which this committee 
might very well make a recommendation for remedial leoislation 


What isthe proc ss of getting a card ? 

Mr. Backtunp. The first card, I simply went down to the Federal 
building at First and Marion here and applied for a new card. Ina 
matter of a couple of weeks ] had it. 
Mr. Jackson. Are you fingerprinted or anythin 


obtaining a social-security card ? 


y of that sort in 


Mr. Backxtunp. To the best of my recollection, no. 
Mr. Jackson. You merely 


go in, give a name, and make applica 
tion for a social-security card. Is that the process 


; 
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Mr. Backuunp. That is correct. As a matter of fact, the social- 
security card that I obtained under the name of John Steel I didn’t 
apply for myself. 

Mr. Jackson. Was it applied for by someone else ? 

Mr. Backiunp. It was delivered to me. 

Mr. Dorie. Who delivered it to you? 

Mr. Backiunp. Giles Evans. 

Mr. Doyte. Did he sign your name or your false name to an appli- 
cation of any kind ? 

Mr. Bacxtunp. Someone did, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you authorize anyone to sign a false name to an 
application for social security ? 

Mr. Backiunp. Only in the sense that I accepted it. 

Mr. Jackson. But you had no prior knowledge of the fact that this 
application had been signed or that a card had been issued until the 
card was handed to you ¢ 

Mr. Backxiunp. That is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. Who gave you the false name, the second time? Who 
told you what name to take ? 

Mr. Backuunp. I left the hospital one night while I was at Sedro- 
Woolley and went over to Evans’ home and, when he told me that the 
first name would probably be of no value to me any longer, we dis- 
cussed very shortly what name I would use again and we arrived at 
Robert Steel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed to tell the committee, please, what 
occurred after you began to use your second name and the card ? 

Mr. Bacxiunp. I obtained employment in Everett in a mill and 
felt that this would satisfy the Communist Party, that I was now 
working in the lumber industry, because this was where they seemed to 
want me; and, to my surprise, I was told to quit that and go into the 
woods. 

Mr. Dorie. Who told you? 

Mr. Bacxiwunp. Giles Evans. By this time I begin to wonder what 
the Communist Party was trying to do to me or prove to me and was 
beginning to have some very grave doubts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this: Up until that time had you 
been in contact with any other members of the Communist Party after 
you had changed your residence ? 

Mr. Backiunp. When I met Giles Evans, he told me that there 
would be a committee of three that would meet in and around Everett— 
a Mr. Verl Hemeke and a Mr. Algar Starr—I believe—I am not sure 
of the first name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this the same Mr. Hemeke who was on the 
witness stand here this afternoon ? 

Mr. Backiunp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. He and Mr. Evans and yeu were to be a committee 
of three? 

Mr. Backiunp. Mr. Starr, Mr. Hemeke, myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Starr? 

Mr. Backiunp. A member of the IWA, who worked with the 
warehouser mill. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see Mr. Starr here this afternoon? 
Mr. Backtunp. I haven’t seen him here, no. 
Mr. TavennER. Do you know Mr. Starr’s first name ? 
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Mr. Backtunp. I always had trouble—I think it was Agar or Algar 
Starr. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is very close to it. It is Algot, A-l-g-o-t. 

Proceed, 

Mr. Backiunp. We were to form the region committee for the 
Northwest-—the three of us, Hemeke, myself, and Starr. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was to function underground ? 

Mr. Bacxiunp. To function underground. And in that region 
there were section clubs at Bellingham, Sedro-Woolley and Ana- 
cortes, Stanwood, Everett, and Salkum. At that time only three peo- 
ple met at one time in the Communist Party. This was after 1951. 

Giles Evans acted as a courier. He carried information to me, 
which I in turn would carry to the other two on the committee; and, 
as I got it, he was getting, that is, Giles Evans was getting his infor- 
mation from the State committee, probably in Seattle, and he would 
meet with me and then in turn I would meet with the committee, and 
that was the way. Then those two other fellows on the committee 
would meet with various section leaders in those sections I have al- 
ready mentioned. 

And we were attempting to set up an underground organization 
in the area. I believe because of the cumbersome method in which 
we were working, it was one of the reasons why we were having a 
tough time organizing it. We didn’t meet with too much success. 

Any way, getting back to the story about working in the mill, I 
refused to quit the job in the mill and stayed there until the mill shut 
down. And during the course of the several months that had gone 
by I had come down to Seattle and met with my former wife a couple 
of times and discussed with her the problem of my health. She 
seemed bewildered as to what to do. 

Mr. TavenneErR. She was your wife at that time, was she not? 

Mr. Bacxuunp. That is correct—former—but stated to go back 
and try to get by some way or other, which I did. 

I had met her several times in Seattle, and the last time that I met 
her, the Communist Party—and I was meeting her late at night, and 
so on, so that the Communist Party would not be aware of it. The 
last time that I met her someone in the party observed that meeting 
and I was called on the carpet for it. 

Now by this time it was November and I was told that I was taken 
out of all activity and sent to Anacortes, the mill town—and if any- 
body is acquainted with Anacortes, there isn’t too much employment 
there in the winter months—but there I was told to go and seek em- 
ployment, and under the new circumstances I no longer had the ad- 

vantages of social security, so it was get by as best I could. 

I manged for a period of several months to get by that way, but in 
the meantime my leg was getting worse and worse and, finally, I be- 
came thoroughly disgusted with the treatment that I was receiving 
and left and returned to my mother’s home in Edmonds. 

Being a veteran, I went to the veterans’ hospital. The doctors 
looked me over there and I received a major operation, one that is only 
5 years old, and fortunately for me I got there just in time or I would 
have lost a leg. 

Since that time I have made it a point to stay completely away 
from the party. I agreed with my former wife to a divorce, because 
we could no longer see eye to eye, and sought employment as a car- 
















6600 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 






penter—have made a a ideological break from the party—I 
think from politics for that matter, sir. Have testified before the 
erand jury here in Seattle, that is, the Smith Act trial, and have dis- 
ussed with all of my acquaintances the experiences that I had, par- 
ticular ly those from June 1951, and on, in the party, hoping that these 
people would see, as I had seen, how cruel the Communist Party 

il be, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you report these facts to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation ? 

Mr. Backtunp. That is correct, s 

Mr. Jackson. I believe that you were identified by Mrs. Hartle. 
Were the details of her testimony. as they related to vou. accurate to 
the best of your knowledge ? i 

Mr. Backiunp. To the best of mv knowledge, yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Is it my further understanding that the witness has 
made himself available for further interrogation in executive session ? 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Do vou have anvthing more at this time, Mr. 
Counse! 7 : 

Mr. Tavenner. I think not, in view of the lateness of the hour. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Dorie. I wish to compliment the gentleman on realizing the 
mess he was in and correcting that and coming forward to help the 
Government further clean up this conspiracy. 

Mr. Bacxiounp. Thank you. 

Mr. Dorie. Thanks for your cooper: ition. 

Mr. Jackson. I would like to join W ith my distinguished colleague 
in extending the thanks of the committee for the testimony at this 
time and for your willingness to further appear to give additional 
testimony of your own knowledge of the Communist Party. 

If there is nothing further, the witness is excused. 

(Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. In conclusion. it should be said that the success of 
any hearit g such as the one being concluded today is dependent in 
large part upon the element of coope ration furnished to the Con- 
gress and the committee by local agencies of government, press, radio 
and television, and the public generally. 

In no hearing held anywhere across the United States have all 
parties concerned joined together in a finer display of cooperative ef- 
fort than has been the case here in Seattle. The thanks of the com- 
mittee are due to the Seattle Police Force, under r, a: Lawrence, chief 
of police, whose splendid assistance in furnishing security and trans- 
portation is greatly appreciated. 

V. L. Kramer, chief of detectives, and J. D. Porter, chief of patrol, 
have both gone to great lengths to be helpful to the committee and 
staff. Detective John C. Hoberg and Officer Charles B. Seely, who 
have attended the committes on pe rmanent detail during’ the week, 
have been efficient and courteous in the discharge of their assigned 
duties. Detective Sergeant G. T. Belland has been of great assistance 
In Many Ways. 

Sheriff H. S. Callahan of the King County Sheriff’s Office and 
United States Marshal W. B. es both have assisted the com- 
einmany ways. Without the helpful spirit of cooperation shown 
1e county commissioners, it ‘woul have been impossible to con- 
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duct the hearings here in this fine room. The committee extends its 
deep appreciation to Commissioners Sears, McLean, and Gibbs, not 
only for their kindness in making this room available, but for their 
tolerance in living with the near-bedlam that has been the order of the 
day in their own offices and the departmental] office immediately in the 
rear of the hearing room. Not the least of the scores of little courte- 
sies extended a committee and staff has been the cotfee sent down 
from the count il for the committee and staff du ing the recesses. 

Press, radio, a television coverage of the hearings has not been 
excelled in any other ¢ ity. The conduct of the represe ntatives of all 
three media here in the room dur Ing the week hs as bee An marked by a 
high degree of cooper: ition. The committee wishes to express its 
thanks to all who have covered the week-long hearings. 

In the final analysis, the success or failure of public hearings de- 
pends upon the attitude taken by the public. Disorder in the hear- 
Ing room, unruly conduct on the part of the spectators, loud or un- 
necessary conversation all tend to render more difficult the orderly 
and dignified conduct of the hearing. The committee notes with satis- 
faction that the physical audience in the hearing room during the 
week has been attentive and courteous in every respect. 

The watching and listening audience throughout the city and ad- 
jacent areas have deluged the committee with expressions of support 
and approval. Our task has been made much easier by the knowledge 
of such general and widespread support from those organizations and 
individuals who have communicated expressions of support and en- 
couragement to the committee on the general conduct of the committee. 

I might say parenthetically that the next time you hear screams of 
rage and pain from the Communists and from the fellow sympathizers 
of the leftwing generally that somebody is being placed on the r: = k 
and tortured by the committee, I think th: it the people of Seattle who 
have had an opportunity to view the hearings will have some measure 
by which they can make up their own minds about that. 

The nature of the testimony adduced during the week of hearings 
can lead the committee to one ineseapable conclusion, and that is the 
existence of a widespread Communist infiltration into almost every 
activity in this area. The actual extent of that infiltration cannot 
accurately be determined by the facts presently in the record of the 
procee dings, but on the basis of similar hearings previously conducted 
by the committee in other great cities of the Nation it can be stated on 
considerable authority that the total membe rship of the Communist 
Party in this area probably numbered several thousands of persons. 
That figure has been significantly reduced to this time. 

Towever—and the committee wishes to stress this point—the actual 
numerical strength of the Communist conspiracy is not the yardstick 
by which its power to inflict irreparable damage on our institutions 
and our defenses can or should be measured. A handful of deter- 
mined Communists in a local labor union can and will destroy democ- 
racy in that union if unretarded by the vigilance of the majority of 
union members. 

One Communist faculty member in a school can and will poison the 
minds and wither the souls of young students if his activities both on 
and off the campus are not made the subject of constant scrutiny. 
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The myth that the Communist conspiracy constitutes nothing more 
than the activities of individuals gathered together for the pursuit of 
legal political activities has long since been exploded. Those who 
meet in secret under assumed names for the purpose of fomenting dis- 
order, turmoil, and revolution deserve the name “conspirators.” 

Arrogance, contempt for and vilification of constituted authority 
are the unmistakable hallmarks of the conspiracy and of its agents. 
Under the guise of protecting human rights, this conspiracy in fact 
seeks to destroy them. Against this organized effort to destroy con- 
stitutional government by unconstitutional means must be arrayed all 
of the forces and weapons available to a free people. 

This committee is established by the Congress of the United States 
and has been cloaked by that body with wide power under Public Law 
601. It is one of the weapons in the hands of the American people. 
Who dulls the edge of that weapon brings joy to the hearts of those 
whose dedicated task it is to destroy the Constitution of the United 
States and place human freedom behind barbed wire. 

The fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States is a 
sacred privilege, oft abused as it has been during the course of these 
and other hearings. In answer to the many citizens of the Seattle 
area who have written to the committee relative to the use of the 
amendment by uncooperative witnesses, the committee can only state 
again that there is presently no legislative device to meet that misuse ; 
the need for clarifying legislation is clearly apparent. Communist 
directives lay a charge upon Communists and Communist sympa- 
thizers to carry the class struggle into courts and hearing rooms, to 
remain always on the offensive, and to use whatever devices are neces- 
sary to prevent disclosures which might be harmful to the Communist 
conspiracy. 

The evidences of this technique were abundantly made clear during 
the Medina trial and in subsequent court action stemming from viola- 
tions of the Smith Act and other antisubversion legislation. Turmoil 
in courts and hearings replaces decorum in the Communist scheme, 
and dignity becomes an early casualty to the premeditated tactics of 
the Communist conspiracy. 

Those familiar with the techniques of the Communist Party have 
had a firsthand opportunity to witness communism in action here 
in this room for the past 6 days. Committee members and the staff 
have been maligned and vilified in this very room. The motives and 
the purposes of the investigation have been misrepresented and sorely 
distorted. Charges involving the integrity of the Congress of the 
United States and the elected representatives of the American people 
have been hurled indiscriminately and venomously by witnesses using 
every tactic and evasion to cover their alleged activities within the 
Communist conspiracy. 

The committee is confident that these efforts to undermine public 
confidence in the committee and its work will be as unavailing in the 
Seattle area as they have proven to be in other cities throughout this 
country. 

To those witnesses who have given the American people of their own 
experiences in the Communist conspiracy, the committee extends its 
thanks. Those who have lived through the lie of communism and have 
come forward to do an American duty as they see that duty should 
have not only the thanks of the Nation but the sympathetic under- 
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standing of business associates, employers, and former friends and 
associates outside of the Communist Party. Scorned and vilified as 
they are by former associates within the party, these witnesses should 
find underst: anding among the vast body of loy al American citizens. 
They should receive every assistance toward economic, social, and 
political rehabilitation consistent with the quality of trustworthiness 
which marked their testimony. 

[t should be remembered that without the testimony of hundreds of 
former Communists who have severed their ties with the conspiracy 
and who have testified fully as to the extent and nature of the activities 
of the party, there would not today be an ever-expanding volume of 
knowledge and information in the hands of the American Congress 
and available to the American people. 

Eternal vigilance is indeed the price of liberty. Vigilant action 
is neither needed nor desirable. The work of tracking down subver- 
sion of every type and of insuring the passage of Federal remedial 
legislation designed to meet the threat against human freedom is a 
charge which must rest upon duly constituted authority at all levels 
of government. 

Intelligent and loyal citizens armed with facts of subversion and 
disloyalty can render a signal service to the American people by con- 
tacting the Federal Bureal of Investigation or other agencies, the 
duties of which include investigation and proper evaluation of in- 
formation. 

The question has been asked as to what purpose is served by the 
disclosure of the names of individuals who may long ago have left the 
conspiracy and since devoted themselves to home and work in the 
manner of loyal American citizens. This is a reasonable question and 
one deserving of a reasonable answer. The testimony of a cooperative 
witness is not tampered with in any way by this committee or by its 
staff. That oe must stand the cruel test imposed by the sub- 
sequent appearance before the committee of those who are named. It 
would be an act of intellectual dishonesty for this committee to add or 
detract one name from the list of those whom the witness is prepared 
to identify under oath as having been, within his own knowledge, a 
member of the conspiracy during the period of the witness’ own 
membership. The identity of an individual having been made in 
public or executive session, the committee has no alternative but to 
place that individual in the witness chair at the earliest possible 
moment. 

The decision on the part of a witness as to the nature of his testi- 
mony, whether he will cooperate or not, is not within the authority of 
the committee to rule upon. Every member of the Communist Party, 
past or present, is or was a small section of a jigsaw puzzle, and each 
had his role to play. The fact of having left the conspiracy in no way 
eradicates or erases his knowledge of events that transpired during 
the membership nor of the role he = ayed. The committee has no way 
of knowing the status of his membership at present until he is placed 
under oath and the information is sought to be elicited. 

Upon the front of a great public building in Washington, D. C.., 
there are graven on stone the words “The past is prologue.” TF this is 
true, and if individuals insure the future by reference to the past, then 
it is equally true that nations under unremitting attack must look to 
the past in the preparation of its future defenses. One missing piece 















































6604 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


of the vast and forbidding puzzle may well be in the possession of a 
former and disillusioned member of the conspiracy. The risk attend 
ant on failure to make adequate and comprehensive inquiry at every 
available source is too oreat to justify the theory that former Com 
munists should be immune to interrogation. The bank robber, the em 
bezzler or the murderer who leaves the pursuit of crime to take up a 
quiet existence in a rural community enjoys no immunity for his past 
activity, and the stake of society involved in the transgressions of 
those who steal physical properties or money is, while important, as 
nothing to the activities of those who would enslave the world. 


Again on behalf of the Ho ise Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties and on behalf of my colleagues on the committee, may I express 
| 


our deep gratitude for the warm and wholehearted welcome which has 
been accorded us here in the oreat city of Seattle. 

And now the committee will stand in adjournment subject to the 
call of the Chair. 

(Whereupon, at 6 p. m., the hearing was adjourned, subject to the 
call of the Chair.) 
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